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THE HISTORY OF A FOUNDLING

BOOK I

CONTAINING AS MUCH OF THE BIRTH OF THE FOUNDLING AS I8
NECESSARY OR PROPER TO ACQUAINT THE READER WITH IN THE
BEGINNING OF THIS HISTORY

CHAPTER II

A short description of ’Squire Allworthy, and a fuller account of
Miss Bridget Allworthy, his sister.

In that part of the western division of this kingdom,
which is commonly called Somersetshire, there lately lived
a gentleman, whose name was Allworthy, and who might
well be called the favourite of both nature! and fortune;
for both of these seem to have contended which should
bless and enrich him most. In this contention, nature?
may seem to some to have come off victorious, as she
bestowed on him many gifts; while fortune had only one
gift in her power; but, in pouring forth this, she was so
very profuse, that others perhaps may think this single
endowment to have been more than equivalent to all the
various blessings which he enjoyed from nature. From the
former of these he derived an agreeable person, a sound
constitution, a solid understanding, and a benevolent

Lfavourite of nature X 2 E§ F. 2nature R {EH & BIEX @
B 56

1



R AR S Wi

B8 FTRaFEL

B SR Ay

RS IEIR iy 75 ¥ A —JH 45 A 7 M (Somersctshire) ,
PEEFEAE A — M, B f4s (Allworthy) ,38
T B RIREEE, A XA s BRI R B AF R I AR
T, BB MR 0208 RS OME , HEANFR, &
R , R 5 5 Mo B 2 » i A G b —BRSEF
B (R R (48 i 0 2ol —— R R R IS PRAF R
R %, RRBRA A2 ALUR BEE — iR A LR
PRt 2 R ITHG B B2 00 R RR, fLPT SRR AR —

RIBEA o B, — T 0 S, — Sk e ik, —/R
1



THE HISTORY OF A TOUNDLING

heart; by the latter, he was decreed! to the inheritance of
one of the largest estates in the county.

This gentleman had in his youth married a very worthy
and beautiful woman, of whom he had been extremely
fond; by her he had had three children, all of whom died
in their infancy. He had likewise had the misfortune of
burying this beloved wife herself, about five years before
the time in which this history chooses to set out. This
loss, however great, he bore like a man of sense and con- |
stancy:? though, it must be confessed, he would often
talk a little whimsically on this head; for he sometimes "
said he looked on himself as still married, and considered
his wife as only gone a little before him, a journey which
he should most certainly, sooner or later, take after her;
and that he had not the least doubt of meeting her again,
in a place where he should never part with her more. . .,

He now lived, for the most part, retired in the country,
with one sister, for whom he had a very tender affection.
This lady was now somewhat past the age of thirty, an era
at which, in the opinion of the malicious, the title of old
maid may with no impropriety be assumed. She was of
that species of women, whom you commend rather for good
qualities than beauty, and who are generally called, by
their own sex, very good sort of women—as good a sort
of woman, madam, as you would wish to know.” Indeed,
she was so far from regretting want of beauty, that she
never mentioned that perfection (if it can be called one)
without contempt; and would often thank God she was
not as handsome as Miss Such-a-one, whom perhaps
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THE HISTORY OF A FOUNDLING

beauty had led into errors, which she might have otherwise
avoided. Miss Bridget Allworthy (for that was the name
of this lady) very rightly conceived the charms of person
in a woman to be no better than snares for herself, as well
as for others; and yet so discreet® was she in her conduct
that her prudence was as much on the guard as if she
had all the snares to apprehend which were ever laid for
her whole sex. . ..

CHAPTER III

An odd accident which befell Mr. Allworthy at his return home.
The decent behaviour of Mrs. Deborah Wilkins; with some pro-
per animadversions on bastards.

Mr. Allworthy had been absent a full quarter of a year
in London on some very particular business, though I
know not what it was, but judge of its importance by its
having detained him so long from home, whence he had not
been absent a month at a time during the space of many
years. He came to his house very late in the evening, and,
after a short supper with his sister, retired much fatigued
to his chamber. Here, having spent some minutes on
his knees, a custom which he never broke through on any
account, he was preparing to step into bed, when, upon
opening the clothes, to his great surprise, he beheld an
infant wrapped up in some coarse linen, in a sweet and
profound sleep, between his sheets. He stood some time
lost in astonishment at this sight; but, as good-nature had
always the ascendant?® in his mind, he soon began to be
touched w th sentiments of compassion for the little wretch
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THE HISTORY OF A FOUNDLING

before him. He then rang his bell, and ordered an elderly
woman-gervant to rise immediately, and come to him; and
in the meantime was so eager in contemplating! the beauty
of innocence, appearing in those lively colours with which
infancy and sleep always display it, thap his thoughts were
too much engaged to reflect that he was in his shirt when
the matron came in. She had, indeed, given her master
sufficient time to dress himself; for, out of respect to him,
and regard to decency, she had spent many minutes in
adjusting her hair at the looking-glass, notwithstanding all
the hurry in which she had been summoned by the servant,
and though her master, for aught she knew,? lay expiring
in an apoplexy, or some other fit. . . .

When Mrs. Deborah returned into the room, and was
acquainted by her master with the finding of the little
infant, her consternation was rather greater than his had
been; nor could she refrain from crying out, with great
horror, of accent as well as look, “My good sir! what’s to be
done?” Mr. Allworthy answered, she must take care of
the child that evening, and in the morning he would give
.orders to provide it a nurse. “Yes, sir,” says she, “and I
hope your worship® will send out your warrant to take up
the hussy its mothor (for she must be one of the neighbour-
hood), and I should be glad to see her committed to Bride-
well and whipped at the cart’s tail. Indeed, such wicked
sluts cannot be too severely punished. I’ll warrant ’tis
not her first, by her impudence in laying it to your worship.”
—“In laying it to me, Deborah!” answered Allworthy;
“I can’t think she hath any such design. T suppose she
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THE HISTORY OF A YOUNDLING

hath only taken this method to provide for her child;
and truly I am glad she hath not done worse.”—*I don’t
know what is worse,” cries Deborah, “than for such wicked
strumpets to lay their sins at honest men’s doors; and
though your worship knows your own innocence, yet the
world is censorious; and it hath been many an honest man’s
hap to pass for the father of children he never begot;
and, if your worship should provide for the child, it may
make the people the apter to believe; besides, why should
your worship provide for what the parish is obliged to
maintain? . . . :

There were some strokes in this speech, which, perhaps,
would have offended Mr. Allworthy, had he strictly attended
to it; but he had now got one of his fingers into the infant’s
hand, which, by its gentle pressure, seeming to implore
his assistance, had certainly outpleaded the elogquence
of Mrs. Deborah, had it been ten times greater than it
was. He now gave Mrs. Deborah positive orders to take
the child to her own bed, and to call up a maid-servant
to provide it pap and other things against® it waked. He
likewise ordered that proper clothes should be procured
for it early in the morning, and that it should be brought
to himself as soon as he was stirring. . ..

CHAPTER 1V

The reader’s neck brought into danger by a description; his escape;
-/"and thé great econdescension of Miss Bridget Allworthy.

“The usual comglimeﬁts having passed between Mr.
Allworthy and Miss Bfidget, and tea being poured out, he
summoned Mrs. Wilkins, and told his sister he had a present
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THE HISTORY OF A FOUNDLING

for her; for which she thanked him, imagining, I suppose,
it had been a gown, or some ornament for her person.
Indeed, he very often made her such presents: and she,
in complaisance to him, spent much time in adorning
herself. I say, in complaisance to him, because she always
expressed the greatest contempt for dress, and for those
ladies who made it their study.

But if such was her expectation, how was she disap-
pointed, when Mrs. Wilkins, according to the order she had
received from her master, produced the little infant!
Great surprises, as hath been observed, are apt to be silent;
and so was Miss Bridget, till her brother began, and told
her the whole story, which, as the reader knows it already,
we shall not repeat. . . .

BOOK TII

CONTAINING THE MOST MEMORABLE TRANSACTIONS WHICH PASSED
IN THE FAMILY OF MR, ALLWORTHY, FROM THE TIME WHEN
TOMMY JONES ARRIVED AT THE AGE OF FOURTEEN, TILL HE
ATTAINED THE AGE OF NINETEEN. IN THIS BOOK THE READER
MAY PICK UP SOME HINTS CONCERNING THE EDUCATION OF
CHILDREN

CHAPTER VIII

A childish incident, in which however is seen a good-natured dis.
position in Tom Jones.

The reader may remember, that Mr. Allworthy gave Tom
Jones a little horse, as a kind of smart-money, for the
punishment which he imagined he had suffered innocently.

This horse Tom kept. above half a year, and then rode
him to a neighbottring fair, and sold him.

At his return, being questioned by Thwackum what he
had done with the money for which the horse was sold, he
frankly declared he would not tell him.



