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I. The Changjiang River

1. The Changjiang River

The Changjiang River is the longest river in Asia. It is also the third
longest river in the world. The river is 6, 397 kilometers long. It flows from
its source in Qinghai Province and flows to the East China Sea at Shanghai.
Although the Qinling-Huaihe River (ZI4—HEV) is the official dividing
line between the north and south China, the Changjiang River has been
traditionally seen as the dividing line by Chinese people. It is very important

for the Chinese economy, culture, and so on. In China, the Changjiang

River, together with the Huanghe River, is called the “Mother River”.
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New Words and Expressions

kilometer | n. T %

 flow v | #iE

source n | B3k

_province n | & b
official a. | BHH

dividing a. | K49
traditionally | ad. | &G

culture | n | XM




I The Changjiang River

Exercise One

Directions: Decide whether the following statements are true or false.

1. The Changjiang River is the longest river in the world.

2. The source of Changjiang River is in Qinghai Province.

3. The Changjiang River flows to the East China Sea at Shanghai.

4. People consider the Qinling-Huaihe River as the dividing line
between the north and south of China.

5. The Changjiang River is a very important river in China.

Exercise Two

Directions: Answer the following questions.

1. Where does the Changjiang River flow to?

2. Which river is the official dividing line between the north and
south of China?

3. Why is the Changjiang River considered as one of the “Mother

Rivers” of China?
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2. The Huanghe River

The Huanghe River is 5, 464 kilometers long. It is the second
longest river in China and the fifth longest in the world. It flows from the
west to the east. The Huanghe River flows through nine provinces. such
as Qinghai, Inner Mongolia (JH%¢ ). Shaanxi, Henan and Shandong.
It flows to the Bohai Sea in the end. Because the river flows through the
Loess Plateau region, there are many slits in the water. So the Huanghe
River is the most slit-filled river in the world.

Besides. there are many places for visitors to enjov along the
Huanghe River. For example. the Hukou Waterfall (4 | 178 7) is a
famous one. It is the second largest waterfall in China and the largesi
yellow waterfall in the world. Except for the tourism resources along the
river, the Huanghe River also has great effect on Chinese civilization. Like

the Changjiang River, it is called the “Mother River”.




New Words and Expressions

2. The Huanghe Raver

west | n | FEER

east * %{3
loess plateau BLEE
region n. | X

slit n. | ¥

fill v. | FE
besides ad. | BRILZS6
visitor n. | ZWE
waterfall n | B
famous a. | EXMW
except for BT
tourism n. it e
resource n. ﬁ IR
effect n. | 50w
civilization n. | 3CHA
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Exercise One
Directions: Decide whether the following statements are true or false.
1. The Huanghe River is the second longest river in China.
2. The Huanghe River flows through Shaanxi Province.
3. The water of the Huanghe River is very clear.
4. The Hukou Waterfall is the largest waterfall in China.

5. The Huanghe River has great influence on Chinese civilization.

Exercise Two
Directions: Answer the following questions.

1. Please name four of the provinces that the Huanghe River flows
through.

2. Why does the Huanghe River have so many slits?

3. What do you know about the Hukou Waterfall?

(e



3. A Lesson tor Mencius

3. A Lesson for Mencius

When Mencius () was a small boy, his father died. So Mencius and
his mother were quite poor. One day Mencius returned home from the school
and found his mother making some cloth. It was very beautiful and expensive.

“How much have you read today?” Mencius’s mother asked him.

Mencius threw down his book. “I haven’t read any of it,” he replied. “I
played with some friends in the fields.”

When his mother heard this, she picked a pair of scissors and cut the
cloth up.

“Why did you cut up your cloth?” Mencius asked. “It was so beautiful
and now you’ve wasted it.”

“You have wasted your time,” his mother said. “Now I have wasted
mine. Look at the terrible thing we have done.”

Mencius learnt a lot from this lesson. After this, he always studied hard.
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New Words and Expressions

Exercise One
Directions: Decide whether the following statements are true or false.

1. Mencius lived with his parents when he was very young.

2. Mencius lived a poor life when he was a small boy.

3. One day Mencius returned home from the school and found his
mother washing clothes.

4. Mencius read a lot that day.

5. Mencius’s mother was angry

at his reply.




Exercise Two

Directions: Answer the following questions.
1. Why did Mencius’s mother cut the cloth up?
2. What did Mencius do after that incident?

3. What does the story tell us?

)

A Lesson for Mencius
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