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Preface

In March of 2014, President Xi Jinping pointed out in his speech delivered in the headquarters of
UNESCO, “Having gone through over 5000 years of vicissitudes, the Chinese civilization has always kept
to its original root. Unique in representing China spiritually, it contains some most profound pursuits of the
Chinese nation and provides it with abundant nourishment for existence and development.” The Chinese
traditional culture is just like trickling water irrigating and nurturing the spiritual realm of Chinese people.
In the long and splendid picture of Chinese cultural history, the contributions of great thinkers are the most
glorious chapter.

The wisdom and philosophies of these great thinkers crystallized culture, philosophy and art in our
Chinese civilization: Confucian “Benevolence” , Mohist “Universal love” , Taoist “modeling itself
after Nature” and the military teaching about “the attaining victory in war without fighting” are still
holding the stage. These fascinating thoughts constitute the cornerstones of an ideal world Chinese people
dream of having. These spiritual assets not only belong to Chinese people but also constitute an integral part
of the world civilization.

As an important window in modern times, Shanghai has assumed a mission to demonstrate the
brilliance of Chinese culture. To construct a dynamic international cultural metropolis and to promote
Chinese culture to the world, Shanghai needs a mind so open to the entire country and entire world and a
mind so tolerant as the vast ocean admitting hundreds of rivers.

The Pictorial Biographies of Great Thinkers supported by Information Office of State Council
and Information Office of Shanghai Municipality is a close cooperation between Information Office
of Shandong Provincial People's Government and Information Office of Henan Provincial People's
Government. This series in Chinese painting style simplified the complicated history into simple stories
revealing the beauty of human nature and artistic creation. The ink painting presented vividly the
personalities of great thinkers, attracting reader to explore their great thoughts and ideas. The pictorial
biographies helped open the door of Chinese traditional culture to the world, and this attempt also provided
a new carrier and channel for cultural exchange.

The brilliant Chinese culture is fascinating. Like the pursuit for reason, freedom and beauty in ancient
Greek humanism, the legacy from these great thinkers is also the cultural assets shared by all the humanities.
It is hoped that readers can embark on a journey to explore traditional Chinese culture through reading
these books.

September 2014
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Editor’ s Words

Confucius by the famous painter Guo Defu highlights Confucius’ entire life in seeking knowledge
and helping the world with the knowledge he sought. Mr. Guo spent a decade portraying Confucius.
He made field trips to Shandong Province and Henan Province to visit historical sites where Confucius
is believed to have left his footprints. Mr. Guo even took pains to find out in an outdoor market where
the stone stele in memory of Confucius consulting Lao—tse actually stood. To present a faithful portrait
of Confucius’ image, Mr. Guo interviewed Confucius’ direct male descendants of different ages. Mr.
Guo’ s artistic creation combined the skills and concepts of European group portrait with traditional
Chinese painting style, and so his ink painting of clothes completed the realistic depiction of Confucius
expression. Confucius’ life seems so real to the readers. Mr. Guo captured and represented for the first
time what usually goes unnoticed: touching moments in Confucius family life, customs and practices at
that time. Mr. Guo’ s vivid and thorough delineation of Confucius’ teaching, lecture tours and his visits
to different vassal states made Confucius’ world very approachable to ordinary readers.

(The picture is Confucius The Saint)
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Toddler Confucius

A loving and strict—teaching mother
Sacrificial vessels as toys

: Father as a hero

: A young man with great ambition

: A humiliating banquet

: An inquisitive Confucius

A happy family playing with snow
Singing songs for livestock
Comprehending the music by King Wen
Celebrating the New Year

Welcoming the spring

: Teaching without discrimination

An apricot—blooming classroom

: The teaching principle of Confucius

: The teaching style of Confucius

¢ A swimming fun

Confucius on safe driving

Driving carriage

An archery competition

 Going for a walk with Yan Hui

A fleet—footed Confucius

: Lifting the latch

The nature—loving Confucius

: Climbing Dongshan Mountain with disciples
Climbing Mount Tai with disciples

: Boating on Sishui River

Pheasants in the mountain

Confucius’ words on robe as a reminder
Painting the coffin for a friend’ s mother
: Meeting Lao—tse

Two great minds browsing the classics
Two great minds discussing the classics
Touring the worship palaces

: A discussion about music

: Lao—tse’ s advice for Confucius
Confucius’ understanding of the dragon
Giving way to kids

: The aspirations of Confucius

Confucius praising Yan Hui

Enjoying Shao music

Singing songs with friends

Practice frugality to administer a country
Watching Cuju football
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Toddler Confucius
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Shu Lianghe, a warrior in the State of Lu  “known for his

prowess among nobles” , had his dream come true on September
28, 551 BC. His wife Yan Zhengzai gave birth to a healthy boy
in a place called Zouyi at the foot of Mount Nishan. They were
so thrilled with this unexpected birth of a son that they named

the boy Kongqiu (Confucius) after Ni Mountain (an honorary
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title Zhongni). Confucius’ father, Shu Lianghe, was a governor
(similar to a sheriff) of Zouyi. Delighted with the blessing of
having a male descendent at an advanced age, he adored his little
boy and showered all of his love on Kong Qiu. The toddler
brought so much happiness and harmony to the family, and

benevolence started to take root in his heart.
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Confucius’ father died when he was three. His mother
Yan Zhengzai shouldered all the responsibility of bringing
him up. Mother and Confucius moved into a cottage in the
city of Qufu, the capital of the State of Lu, and earned a

livelihood by washing and farming. Though living a poor life,

) FLEHFE

A loving and strict-teaching mother

Mother never gave up nurturing and educating Confucius
under very difficult circumstances. She took loving care not
only of his daily life but also his studies. Mother’s kind and

patient teaching exerted a profound impact upon Confucius.
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According to The Family Tree of Confucius, Mother
bought sacrificial vessels for Confucius to play with even when
they were struggling for survival. Confucius showed great interest

in sacrificial rituals when he was a little child. He often learned
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Sacrificial vessels as toys

how to arrange the vessels and practiced different sacrificial
rituals. Mother encouraged Confucius to study hard and advocate

traditional rites.
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Father as a hero

Mother attached great importance to the cultivation of  battles, Shu Lianghe led several hundreds of soldiers to guard their
virtues. Mother always told him stories about his father who was ~ master’ s escape and successfully broke through the encirclement.
full of valor and heroic spirit. Confucius’ father, Shu Lianghe,

was a hero winning many battles for the State of Lu. In one of the
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