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Chapter 1 The Basic Knowledge
of Military Training

1.1 The Origin of the College Stu-
dents’ Military Training in China

1.1.1  The Origin of the Military Training

As early as the 1950s, China began to
place importance on military training for stu-
dents. In August 1955, the Central Military
Commission, in accordance with the provi-
sions' of “The People’s Republic of China
Military Service Law” and the majority of the
students’ request, consulted’ Chairman Mao
and the Party Central Committee on military
training in universities and colleges. The report
stated that military training in universities and
colleges, in addition to learning general mili-
tary knowledge, should increase basic mili-
tary professional knowledge. The training
time is 400 hours for the five-year-program
schools and 300 hours for the four-year- pro-
gram schools.

On November 1st, 1955, Chairman Mao
approved the report of military training in
colleges and universities. Since the winter of
1955, starting with Beijing Sports University
and Beijing Institute of Iron, and Steel Tech-
nology. On July 28, 1956, the State Council

1 provisions | pra'vizn | n. #5E ( provision ¥ ).
2 consult [ kan'salt | v. &8 A
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declared that Beijing Institute of Posts and
Telecommunications' and other 12 universities
should commence to conduct military training
in the autumn of 1956 for at least 150 hours,

but not more than 200 hours.

From 1955 to 1957, in accordance with
the provisions of the Military Service Law,
the Ministry of Education and Department of
Defense carried out student military training
in 127 secondary schools across the country
with training time of 100 hours for more than
70 000 students each, in order to lay the foun-
dation for college and university level military
training. It was supposed that military train-
ing for college and university students is set
for military officers to be, and one for mid-
dle schools is carried out for basic military
knowledge - knowing and training, which was
planned to arouse their patriotism?, raise their
awareness’, expand their scope, and enhance

the teaching quality of all the students.

1.1.2 The Development of College Students’
Military Training

In the early 1960s, the State Council
approved the pilot project of military training
for the first year students of 38 universities

and 70 high schools (secondary) in 53 large

! telecommunications | 'teltka,mjuznr'keifsnz |
n. @ifl; #BE¥.

2 patriotism [ 'pertriatiz(a)m | n. ZEHEH.

3 awareness | a'weanas | n. il
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and medium cities. During the Great Cultural
Revolution, though some schools organized
military training with the slogan' of “learning
military affairs”, both the guiding ideology?
and the content were deviated from the social-
ist direction and the Party’s leadership. The
revolutionary Practice had negative impact on
business and the order of teaching, affecting
the later students in terms of military training.

After the Third Plenary Session of the
Party’s Eleventh Central Committee, China’s
political and economic situation improved a
lot. The time was ripe’ for student military
training. The CPC Central Committee [1981]
No. 11 document required that colleges and
universities should put student military training
into their teaching plan. Some schools resumed
training work. In 1984, the second meeting of
the Sixth National People’s Congress passed
the Military Service Law.

In 1985, 52 universities and 102 senior
high schools perforined the military training.
At the beginning of 1986, the number of pilot
college programs for student military train-
ing increased from 69 to 105. In order to fur-
ther improve students’ military pilot work,
in May 1987, the State Board of Education,
the General Staff, the General Political Depart-

ment, and the General Logistics Department

! slogan | 'slaug(@)n | n. fRifi.
2 ideology | .ardr'vlad3r; rd- | n. EAEE.
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issued a document which explicitly' stated the
requirements of hours, content, instructors,
funding, and material support for students mili-
tary training.

1.1.3 The Significance of College Students’
Military Training

The first is to promote college students’
all-round development. Young college stu-
dents are full of vigor? and vitality. They have
strong receptivity and clear minds. They love
their motherland and the Communist Party of
China and have a political consciousness® to
seek the truth from facts and maintain national
stability and unity.

Their intent is good but they grew up in a
comfortable environment and lacked the rigor
of hard life. Their world view is formed like
this so they are easily influenced by non-pro-
letariat* thought. Military training is beneficial
to promoting the all -around development of
college students. Experience shows that stu-
dents develop discipline, tenacity®, persever-
ance, revolutionary heroic and collective spirit,

and stronger physical bodies through military

1 explicitly | ik'splisitli | adv. Wi,
2 yvigor | 'viga | n. 1)

3 consciousness | 'konfasnis | n. #tE.

4 proletariat [ pravlr'tearrat | n. F/=Hirék.
5 tenacity | tr'nasitr | n. ¥,
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training. Being a science, military training has
its own rules and characteristics' and also con-
tains a lot of natural elements. Hence, learning
military discipline can promote learning in
every aspect.

The second purpose of college military
training is to strengthen the army. Modern
weapons and equipment must be combined
with people mastering those weapons and
equipment. College and university students
have a higher educational level. If they par-
ticipated in basic military training, they can
serve well. With the development of national
education and the increased needs, China can
better strengthen the army officers” knowledge,
improve the quality of the officers and modern-

ize the army.

The third reason for military training at
college level is for better education in national
defense. National defense education is an
important aspect of all Chinese education, and
also an important part of the contemporary?
college student’s ideological and political edu-
cation. Young people are supposed to shoulder

the important revitalization of China. Because

! characteristics | karakta'ristiks | n. . FHE.
2 contemporary | kan'temp(@)r(en1 | adj. S{CH.
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of a long-term peaceful environment, some
young men’s awareness of national defense
is weak. Some think that military affairs have
nothing to do with them, so they are reluctant'
to enter military life. Historical experiences
show that a country’s prosperity is closely
related with patriotism. ?

Education about China and the army’s
glorious traditional education could further
stimulate young people’s patriotic enthusi-
asm’, strengthen their sense of responsibility
to construct and defend their motherland, and
to shoulder the historical mission passed on to

them.

The fourth reason for training is to
strengthen the national defense reserve forces.
After the Third Plenary Session of the 11th
Central Committee of the Communist Party
of China, the party’s focus shifted to a mod-
ern socialism. There must be a strong defense
force to protect economic development.
Thus, after the reduction in the active forces,
China must combine a standing army with its
strong national defense reserve forces. Cur-
rently, China has more than 2 000 colleges and
universities with more than 20 000 000
students in school. It is of strategic significance

to implement® military training among this

! reluctant | rr'lakt@)nt | adj. ASTEEEA .
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group of students.

1.1.4 Military Service Law Provisions on Mili-
tary Training for Students

The chapter 8 of the Military Service Law
of the People’s Republic of China approved
in the sixth session' of the National People’s
Congress second conference on May 31,
1984, declared that undergraduates and middle
school students should do military training as
follows:

“According to the needs of national
defense, students who are qualified to be offic-
ers should accept short-term intensive train-
ing.”

“Colleges and universities should set
up military training institutions, designate’ a
military instructor and organize the implement
student military training. ”

“Senior high schools should provide a
military instructor for student military train-
ing. ”

“Military training for the students in Col-
leges, universities, and senior high schools are
under the charge of the ministry of education

and defense department. ”

4>

! session | 'sef(@)n | n. 2
2 designate ' 'dezignert | vt. §55E; 18R,
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