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Preface by Ren Youqun

Adolf Krayer (1834-1900) was a Swiss tfrader who served as the silk supervisor and buyer for a British
company in China from 1860 to 1868. He acquired many photographs in his travels and was in the
habit of keeping detailed notes of what he saw in his diary, thus leaving an archive of graphic and
textual materials about China in the late Qing Dynasty. These materials, fogether with those left by
John Thomson (1837-1921) and George Ernest Morrison (1862-1920), present a vivid depiction of China
after the Second Opium War (1856-1860).

This book contains 91 photographs selected from Krayer's album. Associate Professor Li Xin from
Tongji University has meticulously researched the photos, verified their content and where they were
taken, named them, arranged them in a logical order, and provided concise descriptions. Associate
Professor Zhao Gang from the Department of Translation and Interpretation at East China Normal
University translated these descriptions into English. It should be pointed out that the English version
is not a word-for-word translation of the Chinese; it is, rather, an abstract interpretation, focusing
on when and where the photographs were taken and on the historical evolution of the images.
In addition, this book also includes in its appendix the diary Adolf Krayer wrote in 1868. Although it
covered only the journey Krayer took in 1868 and does not correspond to all the illustrations in this
book, it will benefit readers who wish to learn more about their background. The diary of Krayer was
published in 1995 by the SGV under the name of Als der Osten noch fern war (When the East Was
Still Far Away), and includes his Chinese and Japanese experiences. The present book, however,
covers only China and includes photographs taken in Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Shanghai and Beijing. The
diary. which is in German, was translated into Chinese by Professor Wang Yingpin from Tongiji
University, assisted by her postgraduate students Fan Zhenjian and Hu Wenjing. To help the reader
better understand the photographic technology of the nineteenth century, the book contains an
article on the history of photographic techniques, authored by Marcus Jacob, an expert in artistic



conservation and restoration.

The 91 photographs in the book are arranged in four blocks: pictures taken in Shanghai, pictures
taken in Jiangsu and Zhejiang, those taken in Beijing, and those taken in Xiamen, Fuzhou, Jivjiang
and other places. In the first three blocks, the photographs taken in Jiangsu and Zhejiang and in
Beijing roughly correspond to what Krayer recorded in his diary; photographs taken in Shanghai are
presented separately, as this was where Krayer had his permanent residence when he was in China.
The fourth set contains pictures taken in Xiamen, Fuzhou, Jiujiang, and Wuchang, which, interestingly.,
match the content of lilustrations of China and Its People, a book authored by John Thomson, and is
treated in a separate section.

The photoraphs in each set follow an order. Those taken in Shanghai are arranged geographically
from the Bund to the suburban counties, as their sequence was not explicitly recorded in Krayer's
diary. Those taken in Jiangsu and Zhejiang are roughly organized following the fravel routes in the
diary. The pictures taken in Beijing are arranged similarly, oftfen with several photos of the same scenic
spot. In these cases, the photographs are organized following the order of the photographer's tour.
Moreover, there are nine other images in this group that were not recorded in the diary and these
are arranged according to the usual sight-seeing route, as they are located on the same travel route.
Pictures taken in Xiamen, Fuzhou, Jivjiang and Wuchang are organized according fo John Thomson's
lllustrations of China and Its People.

Research indicates that the 91 photographs in this book could be the work of John Thomson,
John Dudgeon, Thomas Child, Lai Afong, and S. Yamamoto, all of whom were well-known
photographers in Krayer's time. These uncertainties have been pointed out in the photographs’
descriptions.

The University of Basel and East China Normal University have joined hands in founding the
Confucius Institute at the University of Basel. This book is an important achievement, made possible by
the friendly cooperation between the two universities.

This book has received enthusiastic support from many people in its preparation and publication
process. | would like to give my heart-felt thanks to those working in the Historical Material Room of
the University Library of Basel, who provided high-definition scanning of the photos taken in Beijing,
to Peter and Ruth Herzog from the Herzog Foundation, who provided the history of the photographic
art and offered valuable suggestions, and especially to Catherine Reinau-Krayer and her family,
who kindly allowed the project team to reproduce the photos and to translate Krayer's travel notes
on China into Chinese. Thanks are also due to Qi Zhu Ammann, managing director of the Confucius
Institute at the University of Basel, for her liaison work between the Consulate General of Switzerland
in Shanghai, the University of Basel and the family of Adolf Krayer, and to Ding Shuzhe and Zhou
Yong in the Interational Exchange Division of East China Normal University, whose painstaking efforts
greatly contributed to the publication of this book, as well as to the editors of East China Normall
University Press, who took pains to edit and publish this book. Without their joint efforts, the publication
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of this book would be unthinkable. | firmly believe this book will bear witness to an enduring Sino-Swiss

friendship.

Ren Youqun
Vice president of
East

China Normall
University
Aug.10,2014
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Preface by Edwin C.Constable

It is a pleasure and an honour to write a short preface to this work celebrating images of a
bygone era collected by an early Swiss visitor to China. This book is the product of a first joint research
project between East China Normal University and the Confucius Institute at the University of Basel
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and documents photographs collected by Adolf Krayer when he was working in Shanghai in the
1860°s and subsequently brought back to Basel. Memories of his trip were published in a small book
Als der Osten noch fern war (When the East was still far away) but this is the first time that these images
have been presented in print in all of their glory.

| am particularly pleased to be involved with this project. As a photographer myself, in a very
modest way, | can appreciate the technical hurdles overcome by these early practitioners to
produce these stunning images of a country on the cusp of industrialisation. In these days of instant
gratification with digital cameras, one can only admire the dedication and darkroom skills needed fo
achieve such proficiency.

Photographs are accepted as important historical documents and are a valuable resource in
understanding our social and political origins. However, although the photographic archives record
the “big" events — the wars, the assassinations, the disasters, the successes and the leaders — their
real value lies in the details of the mundane and the undocumented aspects of everyday life in the
past. This collection of photographs fulfills both expectations and we see not only grand buildings and
events but also the individuals who lived in the cities and the countryside.

Adolf Krayer was not the first Swiss to visit China but he presents us with an insight info the
realities of the working life of a foreigner in Shanghai in the 1860°s. This is particularly valuable,
because although he became wealthy upon his return to Basel, Krayer was working at the time
as an employee for the English firm Bower, Hanbury and Co. From this humble beginning, the links
between Shanghai and Basel have strengthened and the two cities are now twinned, emphasizing
their commonality as centres of culture, leamning and the life sciences. The recent signing of the Sino-
Swiss Free Trade agreement will lead to ever-increasing dialogue and exchanges, both cultural and
commercial, between our two countries.

With that vision of the future, it is appropriate to take a little fime out to appreciate how much our
world has changed in the 150 years since these photographs were taken. As L.P. Hartley wrote af the
beginning of his book The Go-Between “The past is a foreign country: they do things differently there".
In this book, we can really see how they did it.

Edwin C. Constable
Vice-Rector
University of Basel
August 2014
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Jakob Adolf Krayer-Foerster (1834-1900)

Jakob Adolf Krayer (known as Adolf Krayer) was born on 13 September 1834 in Basel as the third child of Emanuel
Krayer and Maria Krayer née Alt. Adolf grew up in Basel. His father was an inspector at the Basel Kaufhaus, where
imported goods passed through customs before being distributed fo the city's traders.

The Krayer family had been citizens of the city of Basel since the Thirty Years' War. Its members worked as artisans
until the 19th century, with his grandfather eventually acquiring a certain wealth. Adolf Krayer's childhood coincided
with a period of change and rapid industrialisation in the city of Basel. The city grew beyond the historic boundaries
of its town wall and was linked up to the expanding railway network. Despite their modest financial situation, his
parents would spare no expense to ensure the education of their four sons. On his education, Krayer wrote:

"From an early age, | felt a great urge fo travel to distant lands, likely spurred by assiduous reading and fuelled by
a lively imagination and the drive to be successful. | owe my success in life much more to the latter and my personal



qualities rather than my talent, which was far from exceptional. | was slow to learn and quick to forget. But | had the
ability to think in a balanced and logical manner. And according to my friends, | have always been a somewhat
sceptical person. As a slow thinker, | have always been better at writing than speaking.”

After a three-and-a-half-year apprenticeship, Krayer was recommended by a good friend to a position as a clerk
at Desgrand Pére & Fils silk merchants in Lyon in 1855. There, he learnt about the silk business and "fo my delight, it
soon became apparent that my talent for it was only matched by my passion. In April 1856, | was seconded to Lyon,
the head office of the vast trading company... . Following a short stay in Lyon and an audience with Papa Desgrand,
having received my instructions | fravelled to Marseille, where | was meant to stay for some time. Surrounded by old
friends from Basel, | enjoyed Marseille so much that when, after just two months and out of the blue, | was transferred
to the grimy city of St. Etienne, | was far from pleased. It turned out, though, that | would greatly benefit from this
transfer, too. In the local representative of our firm, | met an excellent teacher who became both a friend and a
sponsor, and the large industrial city provided me with the best opportunity fo hone and perfect my craft. My love
of the English language earned me a transfer to the London branch just one year later, in 1857. | made a number
of stops en route lasting several days in Lyon, Paris and Crefeld in order to prepare myself for my new position as an
Asian silk merchant for continental manufacturers. | enjoyed three wonderful years in London, but succumbed to
periodic bouts of wanderlust. By the end of 1859, this urge, too, would be satisfied.

An excellent English company, Bowes Hanbury & Co., made me a very lucrative offer to join their branch
in Shanghai as a silk inspector (and merchant). | didn't have to think long about it. At that time, China was sfill
somewhat shrouded in mystery, at least on the continent, so my decision caused quite a stir among some and was
a source of considerable worry for my parents. After a sojourn in Basel, | departed from Southampton on 20 February
1840 on board a steamboat operated by Peninsular & Oriental St. N. Co.; after several short and longer stops in
Gibraltar, Malta, Alexandria, Cairo, Suez, Aden, Ceylon, Penang, Singapore and Hong Kong, | was glad to finally
arrive in Shanghai on 19 April 1860, the 58th day since leaving Southampton. There, an interesting and worthwhile
opportunity presented itself to me: to my great pleasure, | was able fo lay the foundations for a close relationship
between my former French employer and my current company and watch it blossom, to the benefit of all involved.
(I am still on friendly terms with the heads of both companies.) After completing my initial four-year confract, |
intended to follow the advice of many of my Chinese and European friends to found my own company in Shanghai.
However, | opted to hold back from making any decision until | had travelled to London and spoken with the head
of the company, Mr Bower. So, in late 1863, | set out for Europe once again. The result of this journey: a new four-year
contract with terms that cannot be described as anything but excellent and exceptional. This was in no small part
thanks to my good relationship with and influence among my Chinese contacts, whose signs of affection and frust
were frequent and at times moving. The farewell letter my special friends wrote me for my departure, which was also
signed by brilliant members of the silk-merchants' guild, was an exceptional honour and is a wonderful keepsake |
cherish to this day. What | want my sons especially to take from this is that frust begets love — and that love begets
trust! Christian or non-Christian, everyone appreciates being treated in a friendly and proper manner.

So it was with a heavy heart that, in October 1868, | left China and my many friends there for what would likely
be the last time."
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