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Pre-Reading Questions

1. How do we define culture?
2. What is the boundary of Minnan culture?
3. How can we study a culture?
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O Passage One

The Origin of Minnan Culture

innan culture is one member of the
Mbig family of Chinese culture. It's
characterized by the Minnan dialect as the
carrier, existing in the Minnan dialect prevailing
area. From the geographical point of view, it
originated in the Quanzhou area of Fujian,
and gradually expanded to Taiwan and the
surrounding areas. There are approximately
60 million people who identify with Minnan
culture, living in the Minnan dialect circle home
and abroad. Historically speaking, Minnan culture has gone through 2,000
years of ups and downs along with the social development and the population
change, enriching its connotation constantly.

Anthropologist Edward B. Taylor stated that culture is “that complex
whole which includes knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, custom, and any
other capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of society.” A
common language, similar customs and a national character are all the basic
elements of culture. So how did Minnan culture emerge and develop its own
characteristics? In order to adapt to the natural environment and economy,
Minnan people gradually formed the consciousness of having a high degree of
consensus and behavior, from which Minnan culture arose. To understand the
source of Minnan culture we have to trace its historical position first.

Minnan includes Quanzhou, Zhangzhou and Xiamen in general, which
are all in the southern part of Fujian. Fujian was known as “Min” from the
ancient times. And the indigenous people were called the Min people. From
the Warring States Period to the Han Dynasty, the indigenous people in Fujian

experienced great upheavals: the integration of the ancient Min people and
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the ancient Yue people, the migration of the whole Min and Yue people to
the north. The conquest of Min by Emperor Wudi (110 BC) left Min with large
uncultivated land, which brought broad development space to the Han people.

The critical period in which the Han people’s immigration and integration
with the Min and Yue survivors starts from the establishment of Zhi County by
Western Han (85 BC) to He Qi’s conquest in late Eastern Han Dynasty (196 AD).
According to Fujian Manuscript by Zhu Weihan, the economy and society had
begun to take shape during this period. The following dynasties established
counties in different parts of southern Fujian several times. Besides, there
are still about five large-scale migrations of Han people into Fujian, which
include the “the subject ferried to south, eight surname went into Min” in
East Jin Dynasty, the fugitives flooding into Min in Liang Dynasty, the Chens’
occupation in early Tang Dynasty, the Wang's occupation in late Tang Dynasty
and the north loyalist’s escort of the emperor’s ascension in Fujian in the
Southern Song Dynasty.

As we shall see, the Minnan ethnic group is formed by the Han people’s
large-scale migrations from the central plains into Fujian and the gradual
integration with the local Min and Yue survivor. The loess culture from the
Central Plains together with the Min and Yue people’s “adept in boats” marine
culture formed the basis of Minnan culture. The fiequent international
exchanges in Song and Yuan Dynasties furnished Minnan culture with Islamic
culture, Indian culture, and European culture. In modern times, Minnan
culture continues to accept Western heterogeneous culture, getting updated
and developed constantly. The Minnan society has always maintained an open
and embracing attitude. The city of Quanzhou is called as the “Museum of
World Religions” and a pluralistic historical and cultural city after 1,000 years
of accumulation. Minnan culture is just like a snowball rolling down the track

of history, growing, developing and maturing constantly.
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New Words'
* prevail /prr'verl/ v. AT M, L
originate /a'ridzmert/ . WRHE: K
* identify /ar'dentifal/ v. NG Y|
. enrich /in'ritf/ v. EE#
* constantly /'konstontli/ adv. i AW
* emerge /1'ma:d3/ v. HHER :
*  source /so:s/ n. Uk ARG
~* occupation/okju'perfon/ n. (4 B
*e;nb;ace/;m‘brels{v TR RO dift
*accumulation /okjuzmjo’ e

® Text Understanding

I. Read the text and answer the following questions.

1.
2. How many people identify with Minnan culture?
3.
4

. When did Han people’s immigration and integration with the Min and Yue

Where does Minnan culture exist?

How did Minnan culture arise?

survivors start?
What is the basis of the Minnan culture?

II. Decide true (T) or false (F) of the following statements.

1.
2.
3.

Minnan culture exists in the Minnan dialect prevailing area.
Minnan culture has gone through 1,000 years of ups and downs.
The economy and society of Fujian had begun to take shape since the

conquest of Min by Emperor Wudi.

4. The basis of the Minnan culture is the loess culture from the Central Plains.

5. The city of Quanzhou is called the “Museum of World Religions”.

1 RSB * BPUL.
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III. Multiple choice.
1. What is the carrier of Minnan culture?
A. Minnan dialect.
B. Minnan region.
C. Minnan society.
D. Minnan population.
2. Which of the followings is not the basic element of culture?
A. A common language.
B. A national character.
C. Similar beliefs.
D. Similar customs.
3. When is Min left with large uncultivated land?
A. 110 BC.
B. 85 BC.
C. 196 AD.
D. Late Tang Dynasty.
4. How is the Minnan ethnic group formed?
A. Han people’s integration with the local Min and Yue survivor.
B. Han people’s migrations.
C. The large uncultivated land.
D. The migration of the whole Min and Yue people to north.
5. Why do you think Minnan culture gets updated and developed constantly?
A. It’s called the “Museum of World Religions.”
B. Minnan culture has gone through 2,000 years of ups and downs.
C. Minnan culture is a snowball.
D. The Minnan society has always maintained an open and embracing
attitude.

IV. Fill the blanks with words or phrases from the passage in their proper forms.
Minnan culture is one member of the Chinese culture in a big family.
There are approximately 60 million people who 1 the Minnan culture.
Minnan culture has ___ 2 2,000 years of ups and downs, along with the social
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development and the population change, 3 its connotation constantly.

A common language, similar customs and a national character are all the basic

4 of culture. In order to ___5 the natural environment and economy,
Minnan people gradually formed the consciousness of havingahigh 6  of
consensus and behavior, from which Minnan culture arose. The Minnan ethnic
group is formed by the Han people’s large-scale 7 from the Central Plains
into Fujian and the gradual 8  with the local Min and Yue survivors. Minnan

culture is just like a snowball rolling down the 9 of history, growing,

developing and maturing 10

® Language Focus

Match the words in Column A with Column B.

Column A M ColumnB

1. embrace a. consider sth to be identical with sth

2. emerge b. taking and keeping possession

3. source c. accept or take (an idea, etc) willingly

4. prevail - d. gradually get or gather together an
U increasing number or quantity of

5. accumulate e. going on all the time

6. constant f. come into view or prominence

7. occupation g. have sth/sb as a cause or beginning

8. originate M h. place from which sth comes or is

v obtained
9. enrich i. improve the quality, flavor, etc of sth
10. identify j- exist or happen generally; be

widespread
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II. Complete the following statements with words and expressions from the box in

their proper forms.
identify maintain occupation  enrich - prevail
emerge ~embrace ~ source originate continuous
1. The superstition still among the local villagers.
2. Ifound it hard to with any of the characters in the film.
3. Many Christmas traditions in Germany.
4. The improvement in his health is
5. They get their money from various
6. Education can greatly your life.
7. Our political institutions are in evolution.
8. The moon from behind the clouds.
9. She her son before leaving.

.._.
e

This country was once under German

III. Translate the following sentences into English.

. KR R RERE . (prevail)

SERFIN S AHER)—1R. (identify)

. Ml F 2R —BEERE AR . (go through)

. MRS T IX R <% . (adapt to)

. b TR AE T—2WM&E. (accumulate)

gos W N

O Passage Two
Who Are the Hakkas?
he Hakkas are a unique ethnic group of “Han” Chinese originally active

around the Yellow River area. They are thought to be one of the earliest

“Han” settlers in China. One theory has it that many of the early Hakkas were
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affiliated with the “royal bloods”. The truth may be more complicated than
that. It is highly likely that while Hakka may be a stronghold of the Han culture,
Hakka people also have married other ethnic groups and adopted their
cultures during the long migration history of 2000 years.-Due to the infusion
of other ethnic groups from the northwest, the north and the northeast,
these original settlers gradually migrated south and settled in Jiangxi, Fujian,
and Guangdong. They were called Hakka by the locals when they first
settled in. This term has been used since by non-Hakka and Hakka people,
and in international publications. The spelling “Hakka” is derived from the
pronunciation in Hakka dialect ( pronounced as “haagga” in Hakka and “kejia”
in Mandarin).

During the last hundred years or so, Hakka people migrated to South
East Asia, East Africa, Holland, United Kingdom, France, Germany, Brazil,
Trinidad, Canada, US. About 7% of the 1.3 billion Chinese clearly state their

Hakka origin or heritage. However, the actual number may be more as many

Hakka Han who settled along the path of migration were assimilated by the
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local people, subsequently losing their identity.

Hakka people are noted for their preservation of certain cultural
characteristics that could be traced to pre-Qin period (about 2,200 years ago)
as expressed in the custom, foods, spoken language, etc.

Hakka people are also known to be very adamant in defending their
cultural heritage, which was the reason for their migration to flee from the
“northern” influence at that time.

As a late comer to places initially occupied by locals, Hakkas usually had
to struggle and survive on the less desirable lands. Thus, Hakka people are
well-known for their perseverance even in the most adverse environment.

Among all the Chinese people, Hakkas are among the most conservative
in keeping traditions. Yet, many are willing to take risks and seek new
opportunities elsewhere to establish themselves. The migratory tendency
results in the distribution of Hakka even in the most remote parts of the world.
An anecdote has it that the north-most restaurant in the world close to the
Arctic is in fact a Chinese restaurant run by a Hakka.

The Hakka people, conservative and endeavoring, hard-working and
enduring, is reflective of the spirit of Chinese culture.

Hakka are migratory like Gypsy, Jews and Mormons. They are guests
because everywhere they migrate the people want them to move away. Maybe
Hakka do not know where they want to live so they migrate like Gypsy travelers

again and again.

Choose the best answer to each question with the information you get from the

passage.
1. The Hakkas are a unique ethnic group of “Han” Chinese originally active

2. Among all the Chinese people, Hakkas are among the most _____

around the area.

A. Yellow River  B. Yangtze River C. Pearl River D. Tumen River
in

keeping the traditions. , Al gl

- D. enduring

A. noted B. conservative C. adamant




