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Read for pleasure;
Read for information;
Read for language improvement.
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Charles Dickens (1839)
by Daniel Maclise (1806-70)

By courtesy of National
Portrait Gallery London.

@ I am Charles Dickens. I am a famous writer.

Do you know the names of some of my books? Oliver
Twist, David Copperfield, A Tale of Two Cities, Great Expectations.
Victoria is the Queen. England is a very important country in my
time. It has a lot of power in the world from Europe to India and
China.
But there are a lot of poor people in England. The rich ladies and
gentlemen don’t care about them. But I am sorry for the poor people.
That is why I write my stories. I want to show that money is not
important.
In my story, Pip is a good boy when he is poor. But when he is a
gentleman, he is cold and unkind. It isn't good to think about
money. It is better to think about people.
Read my story. Do you agree?




Here are the people in the story

I am Pip.
I have no mother
or father.

I am Estella. I am
very beautiful. I have
no father and mother,

so I live with Miss

Havisham.

I am Biddy.
I live in the same
village as Pip.

I am Joe the blacksmith.
My wife is Pip’s sister,
I am Miss Havisham. so I look after Pip.
I am an old lady.
I hate men!




I am Bentley Drummle.
I am rich and handsome.

My name is Mr Jaggers.
I am a lawyer. I work for
rich people.

I am Wemmick.
I help Mr Jaggers.

I am Abel Magwitch.
I am a prisoner.

The story begins in a village in Kent.

Then Pip goes to London.
I am Herbert, a student. Later, he goes along the River
I am Pip’s friend. Thames to the sea.




PART ONE

The Srisoner on the MMarshes

@ P ip is a young boy. He has no mother and father. He lives

on the marshes !, near the great River Thames. One day

he is sitting in the churchyard. He is looking at his parents’

graves 2. Suddenly someone grabs® him. It's a prisoner. He is
escaping from the prison ships on the river. Pip is very afraid.

-

¢ 77 What's your
name? _

/-\’—'_\__-

Prisoner: | want food. Get me some.

Pip: Yes, sir. You must be very hungry, sir.

Prisoner: Yes, | am. And bring me a file 4 to cut these chains®.
But don't tell anyone!

Pip: No, sir!
1. marshes : #H{¥E ° 4. file: BT - W
2. graves: J(AE 1 s 5. chains : %
3. grabs: % -

12



