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Jack The Giant-Killer

CHAPTER 1
Jack and The Giant Cormoran

In the days of the famous King Arthur,’ there
lived, near Land’s End;? in the county of Corn-
wall,> a worthy farmer, who had an only son*
named Jack. '

Jack was a boy of a very bold nature.® He
took great pleasure in hearing® or reading stories
of wizards and witches, giants and dwarfs, fairies
and elves. He used to listen” most eagerly while
his father talked of the great, deeds of the brave
knights of King Arthur’s Round Table.®

1. King Arthur fX |l o} E4. 2. Land’s End & England §E
VH il acrs 2 —i5f, BEEEHN (Cornwall county). 3. The county of
Cornwall gy England P§iigf4 L2 —M. 4. Only son BF. 5. Bold
nature K#E:H%E. 6. He took great pleasure in hearing. . . {50l Bl
L PIRES. Took pleasure in=-to have gratification in PL...JR4%%.
7. Used to listen 4B ; . 8. The great deeds of the brave knights
of King Arthur’s Round Table. Arthur E Round Table B -2 %zhfik
% A Arthur THBKZAAAR- ERLBLRRSL, ROHLE
-+:H Round Table Z.
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4 JACK THE GIANT-KILLER

When Jack was sent to take ‘care’ of' “the
sheep and oxen in the ﬁeldS, he used to amuse
himself with planning battles, and thinking of
means to conquer or surprise a foe.

He did not care for children’s games® as a
rule,® but at wrestling few could equal him ;"i for,
if he met with his match in point of strength,’
his skill nearly always made him the victor.

In those days there lived on St. Michael’s
Mount, a small island which rises from the sea a
little distance from the Cornish coast,® a huge
giant. He was eighteen feet high, and half that
distance round,” while his fierce and savage looks
were the terror of all his neighbours.

The giant dwelt in a gloomy cavern on the

very top of the mountain,® and used to wade

1. To take care of=to oversee FJ/4p, &a. 2. He did not care
for (=desire) children’s games AR IERic2 k. 3. As a rale =
generally ilfif], 4. 4. Atwrestling few could equal him. &4 7785
#Iuhkfg. 5. If he met with his match in point of strength FE{ikiij
8 HE 2 k. 6. A small island which rises from the sea a little -
distance from the Cornish coast, &0 BEIERFREZ G,
7- Half that distance (eighteen feet) round Bl UZER; @4~2. 8. On
the very (—same) top of the mountain (=St. Michael’s Mount) 742
WCREZE.




JACK THE GIANT-KILLER 5

over to the mainland! in search of? his prey.
When he came near, the people fled from their
houses in fear. Having eaten his fill of their cattle,
he would throw half-a-dozen oxen upon his back,
tie three times as many® sheep and pigs round
his waist, and then march back to his own abode.

The giant had done this for many years, and
had made many people poor by his thefts, when
Jack boldly made up his mind to destory him.
Taking a horn, a shovel, a pickaxe, and a dark
lantern,* he set out® early one long winter eve-
ning, and swam to the mount.

He got to work® at once, and before morning
had dug a pit twenty-two feet deep, as many feet
long, and almost as many broad.” Having first
covered it with sticks and straw, he strewed earth
over them, to make the place look like solid
ground. :

4 1. The mainland X2, Ep#§ the county of “Cornwall. 2. In
search of {3, 3% _s=lhree times as many (=half-a-dozen) sheep
and pigs J¥:SATZ; WEZMTA. 4 A dark lantern ERLE (Ep%Ess
M mze). 5 Seteaflsto startwuipon a journey Hj%E; B#2. 6. Got
to work=t6/begin to worR JEFEIT N 7. Duga pit twenty-two feet
deep, as m. eet.long,, and almost\ds many broad, $i—# Wi
BEm2z 2



6 JACK THE GIANT-KILLER

Jack then put his horn to his lips, and blew
such a long and loud blast,! that the glant awoke,
and come rushing towards him.

“You saucy villain,” roared? the giant in a
voice like thunder, ‘you shall pay dearly for break-
ing my rest.® I will broil you for my breakfast.’
Hardly had he spoken these words, when* he
tumbled headlong into the pit, shaking the very
mountain® by his fall.

‘O ho, Mr. Giant!’ said Jack, looking into
the pit; ‘have you found the way to the bottom
so soon? How do you feel now? Will nothing
serve you for breakfast this morning but broiling
poor - Jack 2’

The giant now tried to rise, but, lifting his
~pickaxe, Jack struck him such a blow on the
head, that he fell dead” at once. The brave
boy then made haste back to the mainland, to

1. Blew such a long and loud blast Wk H g B M #nh B2
2. Roared g, S EAZRI MW HFEL. 3. For breaking my rest g
j&38. 4. Hardly 'had he..., when he...into the pit. FEfFHRREK
A, hardly...when “32%)”, 2 3. Bt 2 #{E Hardly had he.. . %
R dmediams 5 A BINE RS .. 5. Shaking the very (—=same) mountain
INGkERE). 6. &R Jack gf, APy RLILS 2 FAIE! 7. Fell dead
i) S



JACK THE GIANT-KILLER 2

-gladden the hearts of his friends by the news of
the giant’s death.

Before long, the whole country rang with the
tidings! of this bold deed.? Some of the leading
men sent for® Jack, and said that he should
always be called Jack the Giant-Killer. They
also gave him a sword and a belt, upon which
was written,* in letters of gold.®

“This is the brave young Cornishman,

Who slew the Giant Cormoran.’

CHAPTER 11
Jack And The Giant Blunderbore

The news of Jack’s daring deed soon spread
over the whole western country;® and another
giant called Blunderbore, vowed to have revenge

on Jack,” if he should ever get him into his power.®

1. The whole country rang with the tidings MR MAF2A4).
2. Bold dead Bi#%. 3. Sent for Ak 4. Uron which (—the
belt) was written # VF345.... 5. Letters of gold &4. 6. The
whole western country 22yt %B, B2 PEY. 7. Vowed to have
revenge on Jack Zk{SHEEm Hs. 8. If he should ever get him into
his power. Ffifl H e h2 T4,



8 JACK THE GIANT-KILLER.

Now' Blunderbore live in an enchanted castle,
in the midst of a lonely wood. About four months
after the death of Cormoran, as Jack was taking
a journey into Wales, he passed through this
wood. Feeling very weary, he sat down to rest '
by the side of a pleasant fountain,® and fell into
a deep sleep.? ‘

The giant, coming to the fountain for water
just at that time, found Jack there; and as the
lines* on his belt showed who he was,® the giant
lifted him up, laid him gently upon his shoulder,
and set off with him to his castle. Oh, how
afraid Jack was when he awoke, and found him-
- self in the clutches of Blunderbore !®

But this was nothing to his fright” soon after;
for, when they reached the castle, he beheld®
the court-yard covered all over with the skulls
and bones of men and women. Taking the boy
into a large room, where lay the hearts and limbs

1. Now # Bife’ B, F@KEILWE. 2. H%k 3 A deep
sleep filf[i.© 4. The lines=rows of words or letters ¥ f74¢. 5. Showed

who he was 7% A. 6. In the clutches of Blunderbore # Blund-

erbore iRz dr. 7. Nothing to his fright R g4. 8. Beheld (past
tense of behold)=to look at; see R ; . = - ‘



JACK THE GIANT-KILLER 9

- of persons who had lately been killed,’ the giant
told Jack, with a horrid grin,2 that men’s hearts,
eaten with pepper and vinegar, were his favourite
food, and that he hoped to make a dainty meal®
of Jack’s heart before long.* :

Saying this, he locked the boy up in the
room,® while he went to fetch another giant, who
lived in the same wood, to dine with him. While
he was away, Jack heard dreadful shrieks, groans,
and cries from many parts of the castle; and then
heard a mournful voice repeat these lines,

‘Haste, brave young stranger, haste away,

Lest you become the giant’s prey.

On his return he’ll bring another,®

Still more savage than his brother—

A horrid, cruel monster,” who,

Before he kills, will torture you.?

Oh brave young stranger! haste away,

Or you'll become these giants’ prey.”

1. Had lately been killed 7 #if%#%. 2. With a horrid grin gy
1ERT iz 28 3. A dainty meal {£f. 4. Before long=soon FA.
5. Locked the boy up in the room M{j%}ds8. 6. Another=another
giant. 7. FRE ($35 another giant g Blunderbore Zz RAM H). 8. %%
W2 W B UER. o HUMBEAZMFER, or g otherwise
ZE. :



I0 JACK THE GIANT-KILLER

The voice was so sad that Jack was almost
ready to go mad.! Running to the window,
which was just over the doorway of the castle,?
he saw the two giants coming along arm in arm.?
‘Now,” thought Jack,‘ ‘either my death or freedom
is at hand.”*

There were two strong cords in the room.
At the end of each, Jack made a large noose with
a slip knot,® and, as the giants were coming
through the gates, he threw the ropes over their
heads. He then made the other ends fast to a
beam in the ceiling,® and .pulled with all his
might,” till the monsters were almost strangled.

When he saw they were both quite black in
the face, and had no strength left, Jack slid down®
one of the ropes. Pulling out his sword, he killed
the giants, and thus saved himself from a cruel
death.? ‘

1. Was almost ready to go mad #FJ3E5%. 2. Was just over (=on
the other side of) the doorway of the castle jE#E [ 2 —8%. 3. Arm
in arm W FR47. 4. Either my death or freedom is at hand 2 FEfET:
EERe; AFEZ BN %S. 5. A large noose with a slip knot J§$2
k. 6. Fast to a beam in the ceiling B ZKIER ZER L. 7. With
all his might gfh; #h. 8. Slid (past tense of slide) down {F.
9. A cruel death 2%E; BJE.



JACK THE GIANT-KILLER II

Jack next took a great bunch of keys' from
Blunderbore’s pocket, and went into the castle
again. He made a strict search? through all the
rooms, and found three ladies tied up by the .
hair of their heads, and almost starved to death.
They told him that their husbands had been killed
by the giants, who had then sentenced them to
be starved to death;® because they would not
join them in their cruel feasts.

‘Ladies,” said Jack, ‘I have put an end to*
the monster and his wicked brother; and I give
you this castle and all the riches it contains, to
help to make up for?® all you have lost.” He then
gave them the keys of the castle, and went farther
on his journey toward Wales. :

CHAPTER III
Jack and the Giant With Two Heads

As Jack had not taken any of the giant’s
riches for himself, and had very little money of -
his own, he thought it best to travel as fast as

1. A great bunch of keys §f§fie—A#i. 2. Made a strict search fj
#. 3. Sentenced to be starved to death #jzff3E. 4. Put an end
to=to terminate 3§, Ik. 5. To make up for Afiff.
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12 JACK THE GIANT-KILLER

he could.! " At length® he lost his way;® and,
when night came on, he found himself in a lone-
ly valley* between two lofty mountains.® There
he walked about for some hours without seeing any
dwelling-place, so he thought himself very lucky®
at last in finding a large and handsome house. -

Going boldly up to it,” he knocked loudly
at the gate; when, to his great terror and sur-
prise, there came forth® a huge giant with two
heads. He spoke to Jack very politely, for
though he was cruel at heart,® he hid his wicked-
ness under a show of friendship and kindness.

Jack told him that he was a traveller who
had lost his way, on which the huge monster made
him welcome, and led him in to a room where he
could pass the night.® Jack quickly took off!!
his clothes and jumped into bed; but though he
was so weary,'? he could not get to sleep.“’

1. To travel as fast as he could i /#2f2. 2. At length=at last
*4%; FIPEE. 3. Lost his way $ki%; 2. 4. A lonely valley 4.
5. Lofty mountains Zlj4i. 6. Very lucky §fE2=. 7. Going
boldly up to it Afgi7. 8. Come forth Fijzk; f{zk. 9. For though
he was cruel at heart #i{z.0 R, 10. Pass the night gg#%. 11. Took
off fi##. 12. But though he was so weary {#l#Z. 13- Get tq
sleep [iE3:; AZ5.

b AL AL BB (2T T % et 2 S own it Lo LRSI b e g e (i s gl S



JACK THE GIANT-KILLER 13

He had been in bed some time, when he
heard the giant walking backward and forward'
in the next room, saying to himself:

“Though here you lodge with me this night,

You shall not see the morning light ;2

My club shall dash your brains out quite.”®

‘Say you so?’ thought Jack. ‘Are these
your tricks upon poor travellers? But I hope to
prove as cunning as you."'*' Ge’tting out of bed,
he groped about® the room, and at last found a
thick log of wood. This he laid in his.place in the
bed, and hid himself in a dark corner of the room.

In the middle of the night the giant came
with his great club, and struck many heavy
blows on the bed, in the very place where Jack
had been lying.® He then went back to his
own room, thinking he had broken all his visitor’s
bones.”

1. Walking backward and forward fzt. 2. Shall not see the
morning light J§A~he RS EE2R. 3. Dash your brains out quite J§#4ff
H. 4. As cunning as you ¥IRMNK. 5. Groped about EHRPUJ.
6. In the very (=same) place where Jack had been lying sifM4t 35 i 65
BAiZz#b. 7. All his visitor’s bones=all bones of his visitor, visitor $§
Jack ME.



I4 JACK THE GIANT-KILLER

E:'alrly in the morning, Jack put a bold face
on the matter,’ and walked into the giant’s room
to thank him for his lodging.? The giant started
when he saw him, and begen to stammer out,?
‘Oh, dear me!* is it you? Pray how did you
sleep? Did you hear or see anything during the
night ?’

‘Nothing worth speaking of,’”® said Jack care-
lessly. ‘A rat, I believe, gave me several slaps
with his tail, and woke me up, but I soon went
to sleep again.’

The giant wondered more and more® at . this;
yet he answered not a word,” but went to bring
two great bowls of porridge for their breakfast.

Now Jack wished to make the giant believe
that he could eat as much as himself. Hence he
had fastened a leather bag inside his coat, and
he slipped the porridge into this, while seeming
to put it into his mouth.

1. Put a bold face on the matter £ ILAERMEP. 2. To thank
him for his lodging #EMEZEH. 3. To stammer out FFHARFTH.
4. Oh, dear me! {7 Mar, HRERMZFE. 5. Nothing worth
speaking of A< j£. 6. Wondered more and more gi#rR. 7. Yet
he answered not a word. A R,



