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PREFACE

THE AGREEMENT ON AGRICULTURE

The Agreement on Agriculture entered into force with the
establishment of the World Trade Organization (WTO) on 1 January
1995.

This booklet presents the text of the Agriculture Agreement as
it appears in the Final Act of the Uruguay Round of Multilateral
Trade Negotiations, signed in Marrakesh on 15 April 1994 at the
end of the 1986-1994 Uruguay Round negotiations. A separate
booklet, Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures , deals with a related
agreement on health and safety regulations for food, animals
and plants.

This Agreement and others contained in the Final Act, includi-
ng the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, are part of the
treaty which established the WTO. The WTO superseded the
GATT as the umbrella organization for international trade, but the
text of the General Agreement remains in force. Known officially as
GATT 1994, it is now the principal WTO agreement dealing with
trade in goods, combining the original version (“GATT 1947”)
with amendments. The Agriculture Agreement is one of several sup-
plementary agreements on trade in goods - together with GATT
1994, the whole package has the official title of the “Multilateral
Agreement on Trade in Goods”, which in turn is Annex 1A of the
“Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organiza-

. ”
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Understanding of Agreement on Agriculture

The WTO Secretariat has prepared this booklet to assist public
understanding of the Agriculture Agreement. It starts with an intro-
duction to the Agreement. The second section contains the legal text
of the Agreement and related documents. The booklet is in no way

intended to provide legal interpretation of the Agreement.

May 1998
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