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Foreword, Chinese Edition

Reflecting the increasingly widespread
recognition of the value of urban design
across public and private sectors around the
world, urban design is now seen as a serious
and significant area of practice and academic
research. This strong growth in interest is being
matched by a higher than ever demand for urban
designers in the market, and by an increasing
demand for urban design training at universities
and in the workplace.

The new found status of urban design is
based on a large and growing body of theoretical
writings that have their roots in critiques of
post-war Modernism, and, in particular, in a
number of classic texts dating from the 1960s.
The ideas emanating from these early writers
have been worked over, criticized, tested,
added to and extended by a wide range of
theorists, practitioners and policy makers over

the last half century. Today, the resulting urban

design literature is extensive and growing, and
collectively constitutes a legitimising theoretical
underpinning for practice in urban design.
Public Places Urban Spaces represents
an attempt to structure this body of writing
into a number of inter-related dimensions of
thought and practice. The result has been
accepted widely across the world as a useful
framework within which to situate evolving
discussions about urban design. I am therefore
particularly pleased that this Chinese version of
the text will continue this process, allowing the
second edition of the book to reach a new and
important audience. With the continued rapid
growth and development of China over the next
50 years, this audience has perhaps the most
critical role of all to play in shaping the future
of the World’s urban areas. 1 hope that in some
small way this text can be of assistance in that

heroic task.

Prof Matthew Carmona
UCL, The Bartlett School of Planning
London, 2012
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