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The School of Architecture of Southeast University in Nanjing, of the People’s Republic of Chi-
na was very soon involved in the initiatives established in Europe to promote exchange and research
on preventive Conservation of monuments and sites through the international PRECOMOS initiative
set-up in 2007 in collaboration with UNESCO. In December 2007 a first seminar brought together or-
ganisations and institutions interested in preventive conservation to Leuven and to Antwerp (Bel-
gium). Professor. Zhu Guangya and PhD student Wu Meiping from the School of Architecture of
Southeast University contributed to this first international workshop. It was the start of a fruitful ex-
change and stimulating collabortation investigating preventive conservation concepts and practices in
an international framework. The establishment of the UNESCO chair on Preventive Conservation,
monitoring and maintenance of monuments and sites (PRECOM®*OS) in 2008 which was inaugurated
in March 2009, created the platform in which collaboration between PhD researchers from-amongst
others-China, Italy, Ecuador and Belgium is facilitated.
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The result of one of those researchers is reflected in this publication made by Dr. Wu Meiping.

o HFFBCR B A R LR X AR,

The author starts with positioning the concepts and statements on maintenance and preventive
conservation in the international scene as can be found in the literature. She analyses the different
key players in history that have contributed to the gradual integration of preventive conservation as
developed in the field of movable heritage towards immovable heritage starting from 1930’s on. The
role of international organisations as ICCROM, ICOM and ICOMOS, up to impact of the recent initi-
atives as SPRECOMAH and PRECOM®OS are given. In the third chapter the author synthesizes the
definitions and concepts of preventive conservation of architectural heritage and concludes that it’s
approach is very much linked to using a systematic and encompassing methodology. It embraces the
collection of information, the development of a proper documentation that allows to assess the risks

to which heritage is subjected. From this assessment preventive actions can be designed, which nec-



essarily include maintenance and monitoring.
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A study of the various good practices in Europe, East Asia and Australia elucidates how those
concepts are implemented at various places worldwide in a more or less successful way. Few exam-
ples so far have demonstrated to remain viable for a longer period of time. One of them is definitely
the concept of Monumentenwacht as it exists in The Netherlands and in Flanders (Belgium). All ca-
ses are sources of inspiration, however they can’t be copied as each of them has been constructed in
their own local social and legal context. In the second part of the fourth chapter the author gives an
overview of tools and concepts that have been developed to facilitate a preventive conservation ap-
proach through research projects in Europe and Australia. Two case studies in Belgium and in Japan
demonstrate the impact the development of monitoring tools can have and also explains what the con-
tribution can be of periodical maintenance on the preservation of architectural heritage.

B BB T RN 2R AR N AR R R AR 5 T i OR 47 A O 75 11 B A D SRR R AT T AL, 0 #
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In the fifth chapter of the book traditional systems of periodic survey and maintenance in ancient
China are given beside more recent examples of monitoring projects in modern China. This informa-

tion could help to rethink the international examples of preventive conservation into nowadays Chi-

nese society.

TEARBHE 5 T fEF X Ed R R U457 R G HITNA A, RN S HTE R T HESR
B JUAN B B A R SR IR T R ), X e h T Y A E A2 R T R R B E bR TR R AR
RSEEARGE T B,

Referring to Chinese current conservation system and conservation plan process, the potential
contribution of preventive conservation to regional development is looked into.

ABHIE 6 T MEFET YA R E R AR IR, 0 TG MR 4P 7E #0778 5 Th B 7
TEDTRRBEAT TR H o

Finally the author elaborates on the way damage analysis of architectural heritage carried out in



China is the basis for a risk-based approach. It helps to develop a maintenance based approach of
preservation considering a proper management is put in place which works best including public par-
ticipation. The Chinese tradition of ancestor worshipping in memorial buildings included social par-
ticipation that can be of inspiration to involve public in a preventive and maintenance based conserva-
tion of the architectural heritage.

Bfa MEEET NS R A 7P ERRE R ESFT &, R AB T HF 4
PAREMOR ZEEARPMER, TONARSEHERRRINZNRPNEEEE., PEESK
MEEERAREERBERAEFTHENMARABEBHERPOLAXSERETSE,

The work of Wu Meiping has definitely benefitted from and made contributions to the network
and the UNESCO chair. The reflections developed at Southeast University in Nanjing and more par-
ticularly the research of Dr. Wu Meiping have contributed to the debate and have enlarged the in-
sights.

R R PEAEMAT SRR Fe 4 A SO ol o RO TR M OR 4P, B AU AN4E 477 (PRECOM® OS) BB &
E AR SCA SR IR B M AR S Y IR K HEI PR R 4%, B A H A THE I, R AK¥EE
ZOHHEEXLHRRENBTHARER THRARRANNABED T A - SHIFENER
Wik

We hope this publictaion will find its way to many scholars and practitioners and that their input
and feed-back will enrich worldwide the debate. So ding it can contribute to sharing knowledge and
experiences in the PRECOM?OS UNESCO chair network and in the heritage preservation society at
large.
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Prof. Koenraad VAN BALEN,
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MBAME X, Ko sds , MRAME I —RWREU XEFEENH S B L. 2R B 4t

@ 345 Seminars on PREventive COnservation and Monitoring of the Architectural Heritage, SPRECOMAH , 2007—2008 445
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(#4.3.3), 2008 4E 7 A1 HIEATHA =L BHLH AR RPLF) N EHSAH 80X 28 R BL R 378 B A s
AN UERFFEANEGE AR SIMEEMEE (B +1E%).
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