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In spring of 2005, when I went home to visit my family in Zhaozhou county of
Heilongjiang province, I just knew Zhao Xiyu. I met my old friend Zhao Shoumin who studied
painting with me together at childhood. He invited me to go to his home to view his son-
Zhao Xiyu’s traditional Chinese painting works. I heard he was a young genius before, who
won various awards at the picture shows. So I was interested to visit him. When hundreds of
traditional Chinese painting works showed to me, I was greatly convulsed, because his works
were far out of childishness, even exceeding the ordinary ones. His works were endowed with
unusual vision wallop, forming spirit force with pictures, signs, lines, inks and colors displaying
his “extraordinary style”. Therefore it is significant to completely appraise his painting works.
Appraising his works, it’s better to put them in the endless flow of traditional Chinese paintings
for analysis and comparison. In this way, we would get a clear conclusion. The traditional
Chinese painting has a long history, forming various genres & styles developed by the painters
in past dynasties, which thus represent the oriental painting art. Its features were set up at the
idiographic writing brush & ink tools while its pictures pursued “spirit realm”, reaching high

combination of individual spirit with picture state for human perfection & relaxation of thought emotion,
which coincided with the Chinese traditional philosophical concept, thought ideology and aesthetic
sentiment. The traditional Chinese painting despised the “similar” and was indifferent to the reality of
picture, which are completely different to the western ones pursuing the reality. The traditional Chinese
paintings pursue the “spirit similar” that is its essence.

Looking far and wide, the Chinese famous painting masters’ works had obvious art features
representing their painting styles and showing unique understand & expression of their subjective world to
the objective natural world. Only holding these factors, they could become famous masters. Zhan Ziquan,
Li Cheng and Fan Kuan specially expressed the features of natural mountain & river in mind. Gu Kaizhi,
Zhou Fang, Tang Yin and Chen Laolian reformed the new “characters” in life. Especially Shi Tao and
Bada Shanren, they reproduced the life characters from nature through their spirit expression, reaching the
highest state of art, because no other than unique consciousness & cognition, they could recreate the life
features of special characters. Viewing on a person who is talented or not at painting art, we should mainly
look at his art style, culture and out of philistinism. The forming of painting art is not purposive make, not
random “new”, “rare” and “queer”, but it’s naturally formed by the art culture, thought consciousness and
exploration of painters. Nowadays at the Chinese painting circle, so many painters pass away the sham as
the genuine, only copying mountains & rivers, characters and flowers with traditional doctrines, but not
understanding the art renovation. In the 50s of the 20th century, Lin Fengmian, Xu Beihong and others,
made some renovations on the traditional Chinese painting, which were denied by some people, so called




as “color & ink paintings”. Looking back today, even their paintings were very traditional, which are the
necessary result developed by the newly emerging things through historic space time.

Comparing and analyzing Zhao Xiyu’s works, it seems they don’t behave well according to the
traditional “rule”. Actually if only we stand on a clearer place to view his works, we will find his works
contain huge artistic content so that it’s not alarmism. Shi Tao said in his “Ana of Shi Tao’s Painting™:
“recept & cognition, recept first and cognition afterwards; if cognition first, it’s not correct”, which
means: drawing a picture, one should emphasize to first receive perceptual knowledge than rational one;
if one holds rational knowledge first than perceptual one, he will lose instinct & illusion without pure
recept in his painting emotion and his works are lack of puerility, childness, meaningfulness. Zhao Xiyu’
s works conform to Shi Tao’s painting theory, creating unique painting recept differed from ancestor’s
rule & convention. He displays the essence of art creation with different recept in his space time, and he
is no doubt a genius painter, but he also draws the traditional Chinese painting according to the standard
way by using the materials of writing brush, ink, Xuan paper, etc. Zhao Xiyu will meditates profoundly
before painting but never designs a draft, then pouring out his emotion to draw a picture full of vital

force through huge potentiality of art cultivation. On the composition of a picture, he dares to break through
the routine principle; on the painting content, he selects the familiar objects, such as the character paintings
mainly choosing people in ancient costume & drama; animal paintings mainly choosing horse, dog, chicken
and dragon, hardly drawing a landscape picture.

His works has no distinct theme and even no poem & poetry, but it doesn’t lower the artistic power
with magic overstating that seems to conform to the traditional “spirit similar”. The traditional paintings
emphasize on the content with distinct theme, but Zhao Xiyu neglects it, expressing his art-life pursuit with
artistic spirit through picture. When we view and admire his works, we are first convulsed by the integral art
effect. He seems not to care the sentiment of writing brush & ink, not according to the traditional Chinese
painting rules of drawing trend, five-color inks and placing color at his pleasure, but reaching the supreme
art ambit “without image out of mind”. His pictures are full of symbol image with flourishing drawings
and jumping colors that make me imagine Huisu’s free cursive calligraphy, Li Bai’s poem, Gongsun’
s brandishing sword, as well as Monet’s grass, Von Gogh’s sunflower, even more and more, stepping up
to the art world of Picasso and Matis. So we should have heartsease to receive his paintings, putting his
works compared with others in the grand art world, finding out his distinctive art creation force and future
development space.

In all ages, one who could undertake the great event would exceed the ordinary one in mind &
behaving. I appreciate Zhao Xiyu’s distinctive art visage with pursuit of going on his own way. I firmly
believe that through his endless efforts, it can’t set limit to his art potentiality, and I expect he will become a
great master in the Chinese painting circle.
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In 1993, the traditional Chinese painting-“driving cattle” winning the top-grade award of Young Successor Cup at the
' national “New Person Striding Century” art, calligraphy and photography prix.
In 1993, winning the bronze prize at “Little Star Cup” of oriental children art, calligraphy and photography prix.
In 1994, winning the bronze prize of Sino-Japanese children art, calligraphy and photography prix.
In July, 1994, winning the 3rd prize at the 2nd national “Small Hundred Flowers” children calligraphy & painting prix.
In 1994, winning the silver prize at the national children calligraphy & painting prix.
On June 1, 1994, winning the bronze prize at the 7th national “Double-Dragon Cup” children calligraphy & painting prix.
In 1995, the traditional Chinese painting-“nursing” winning the 1st prize at the national calligraphy, painting and art show
in Guang’an-Deng Xiaoping’s hometown for “celebrating the 70th anniversary of founding of All-China
Federation of Trade Unions”
On April 1, 1996, winning the silver prize at the national “95° Chang’an Award” calligraphy, painting and art prix held in
Xi’an
On Oct 1, 1996, the traditional Chinese painting “Chicken Finding Food” winning the 2nd prize for children art at the first
session of “Hope Engineering Cup” approved by the Chinese Calligraphers & Painters Research Association
On Oct 1, 1996, the traditional Chinese painting “Matador” winning the special golden prize at the 2nd session of
“World Peaceful Calligraphy & Painting Show” with the theme of greeting the return of Hong Kong
On June 1, 1996, winning the 3rd prize for children painting at the 5th national “Small Hundred Flowers” children
calligraphy & photography prix
In 1997, the traditional Chinese painting “Natural Affection” edited in “Collection of World Overseas Chinese Calligraphy
& Painting Works”
In 1997, the thematic TV programs of “little star at painting circle”, “little painter-Zhao Xiyu” and “iron-man’s offspring”
plaid by CCTV’s “Dafenche”, HLJ TV’s “little swan” and “this water & soil”, Sichuan TV, Guizhou TV and Daqing
TV; the special report made by 13 news presses & broadcasting stations of Heilongjiang Daily, Daqing Daily,
Daging Evening News, etc; and his name collected by “dictionary for Chinese children painters”, “dictionary for
Chinese young talents”, dictionary for Chinese modern famous artists”; winning the title of “modern little painter”
awarded by Chinese Art Research Institute; and edited in “Chinese Expert Talented Data for Scientific Chinese”
On Oct 1, 1998, the traditional Chinese painting “Xiongfeng” winning special golden prize for the century international
youngsters & children calligraphy & painting works at “China Zhengzhou- Australian Sydney 3rd World
Peaceful Calligraphy & Painting Show™ in the international art year
In 1998, the traditional Chinese painting “Xiongfeng” winning the century special golden prize for at the “3rd World
Peaceful Calligraphy & Painting Show™
On Sep 1, 1998, winning the bronze prize of student group at the int’l art, education, calligraphy and painting prix for
“commemorating 1 anniversary for the return of Hong Kong”
In Aug, 1998, winning the bronze prize at the Chinese-Singapore int’l youth & children art, calligraphy and photography
prix
On July 8, 1998, winning the top prize at the “99” Dinosaur” Chinese calligraphy & painting art prix held by Sichuan Zigong
Art Academy
On July 18, 2000, winning the silver prize at the “1st Sanchen Yngku Cup” for the Northeast-China youth & children
calligraphy, painting and photography prix
On July 25, 2000, winning the 1st prize among competitors from 12 provinces & cities at the “Chinese broadcasting, movie
and TV int’] summer camp” held in Beijing
In Nov, 2002, the traditional Chinese painting “double fine” winning the 2nd prize at the national 1st “star cup” youth
& children calligraphy & painting works prix for celebrating the 10th anniversary of founding of CCTV
Calligraphy & Painting Academy
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200258 A208
19931 A16H
199445 A 78
200146 A 16H
19955743 H
199455860
199445 A 20 B
200045 A 178
200242 A8 H
200242 /A8H

2006F8 A21H
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68.8cm*70.0cm
68.9cm>70.0cm
68.9cm*68.7cm
69.0cm=45.0cm
67.5cm»48.0cm
46.3cmx69.0cm
69.0cm>44.6cm
45.5cm»69.0cm
51.0cmx*68.5¢cm
68.2cm>45.5cm
44.1cmx65.7cm
45.5em*69.0cm
68.5cm*68.5¢cm
67.2cmx67.2cm
43.5cmx66.5cm
51.4cm*66.9cm
43.7cmx*6840cm
68.6cm*68.9¢cm
68.7cmx*68.5¢cm
45.6cm»68.0cm
45.6cm*66.9cm
68.7cmx*68.4cm
67.9cm*44.5cm
46.0cm>69.0cm
47.9¢cm*69.0cm
45.5cmx71.2cm

45.7cm*69.5¢m

200658 A 218
200658 A21 8
20022488
200242 A 8 H
199943 F
199334130
20022 H 158
1998510 A 1 8
1996F2 A 14 H

199454 A1 R

1995476 A
20016 A 108
2002F2H 148

19982 F] 23 H
199943 A
200011 A 18
19993 A
200248 A 31
20028 A3H
199551 68
199610 A 108
200252 A 15H
199546 F 18 0
20013 A 68
199451 A28
20013 A48

1993453 A 20 H

147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159

43.0cm=69.0cm

46.0cm>68.5cm

65.2cmx61.6cm

67.3cmx*46.5¢cm

46.0cmx71.0cm

47.0cmx*69.0cm

46.0cm=68.5¢cm

68.5cm*46.0cm

46.0cm=68.0cm

45.8cmx69.0cm

45.2cmx67.5¢cm

45.6cmx69.0cm

45.2cm*68.5¢cm

199451 H28
199455 A8 A
200242 A8 H
19988 A 18
199849 F 48
19997 A6 8
1994F3 A 18
20024 A58
199754 A 138
199546 A1 6 B
199952 1 188
199556 A 108

199554 A48
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45.1cmx*68.0cm
44.4cmx67.9cm
45.8cmx69.0cm
46.0cm*69.0cm
44.7cmx68.2cm
67.2cmx45.2cm
45.9cmx*68.8cm
69.0cmx45.0cm
44.7emx68.0cm
69.0cmx45.9cm
45 4cmx=68.2cm
45.8cmx68.5cm
45.2cmx*68.7cm
68.0cmx68.0cm
67.5cmx46.0cm
46.5cmx68.8cm
68.4cmx68.8cm
46.0cm*68.2cm
46.0cmx68.0cm
46.0cm*69.4cm
67.5cmx*81.3cm
45.0cm*68.2cm
65.0cmx45.5cm
68.6cmx46.7cm
67.7cm*53.5¢cm
45.7cm>69.0cm

45.1cm*x67.0cm

199946 A7 B
1995410 A2 H
199556 A 1H
199846 A 121
199846 A 128
199741 A 108
1996510 A9H
19945418
199545 A 14 H
199859 A 10 H
19943 A 108
19943 A 11 H
199873 A 18 H
200242 H9H
19993 A 4H
199710 A 48
200252 A8 H
1996559 A 21 8
20013 A 2H
1994524 16 8
20014A18
1997410 A3 8
19935 H 3 H
20022 A8 H
199752 A48
199543 A2H

19941 A8 H
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46.0cm*68.6cm

46.0cm*69.5cm

45.0cm*x67.8cm

45.7cm*67.4cm

68.8cmx*46.0cm

44 2cmx66.7cm

46.0cm*69.5cm

68.5cm*68.3cm

68.5cmx68.5cm

45.5cm*69.5cm

46.3cm*68.7cm

45.4cm*68.8cm

44.5cm*68.0cm

199543 A
199451 A 158
199541 A8H
199942 A 18H
199551 A4 H
200243418
199359 A 108
20028 A 108
200257 A 6B
199542 A 10 B
19962 A 108
19986 A4 H

199943 A 18H




