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Zheng Xinmiao

ABSTRACT:

The studies of ancient Chinese civilization are open to constant
evolvement and assume patterns, missions and values corresponding
to the specific temper of the epoch in which they are framed. Modern
China witnessed three periods when such studies prevailed - in the early
20th century, the 1920s, and since the 1990s, among which both the
latter two periods saw connections between the subject and the Palace
Museum and the Gugong Studies. Formally advanced in 2003, Gugong
Studies are a comprehensive learning and discipline that encompasses
the organization, research, preservation, and representation of the
former imperial palace and related history and cultural traditions, of
which the specific subjects include the heritage palatial architecture of
the Forbidden City, the art collections, remnant of the court history
and culture, Ming and Qing-dynasty archives, books and records in
the Qing imperial collection, and the history of the Palace Museum. As
part of the studies of ancient Chinese civilization, Gugong Studies are
characterized by their exclusive value, integrality, cumulativeness, and
the epitome of the ritual objects in the Museum’s collections. By looking
into the close connection between the two subjects, this article presents
the consistency between the scholarly mission of the studies of ancient
Chinese civilization and the academic value of Gugong Studies. It also
expounds on the latter’s cultural significance in light of the former’s new
horizons, with the proposal that academic research related to Gugong
Studies be regulated and promoted in accordance with platforms and

methodology applied to ancient Chinese civilization studies.

KEYWORDS:
new studies of ancient Chinese civilization, Gugong studies, the Palace

Museum
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