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The Commemorating Value and the “Living” Usage of Cultural Heritage
Jin Lei

As early as the fifth Chinese Cultural Heritage Day(CHD) on June 12, 2010, domestic scholars have proposed to build China a cultural-heritage power. With the ninth CCHD just
around the corner, “Let Cultural Heritage Alive" becomes this year's theme. We should analyse the cultural heritag events, and figure out corresponding strategies of building a heritage
power from policies, legislations and even scientific principles in a comprehensive fashion. China boasting rich cultural heritages is literally a cultural-heritage power in quantity. It is still
striving to find a balance between sustainability and application of cultural heritages. Because of urbanisation, nowadays you can hardly find those old, memorable buildings. The book
Forever Navy Blue: In Memoration of Chinese Naval Family the Lius in Gong Alley; Fuzhou drew everyone's attention in the 5th Cross-straits Symposium on Shipping Culture from
June 13 to 14, 2014. In the event, I put forward the establishment of the Fuzhou Modern Navy Officer Museum in 11 Gong Alley, sparkling great concerns about the supervision of
China's national key relic protection units and famous villages, townships and cities of great historical and cultural importance. Instead of preservation, those key relic protection units are
found for other uses. The Chen Clan Shrine Hall of over 700 years in Lulei Village, Cangshan District, Fuzhou, even lingers in the shadows of demolition. T was caught by the feelings on
the Chinese Cultural Heritage Day. I did not have the least idea how our regulators and builders understand and let live those heritages. It is not impossible to develop a reminiscent mood
in modern cities, since we urban people need collective memories and mental resonance, remote but healing, to soothe our anxiety.

This year marks the 120th anniversary of modern Olympic Games. With memorial significance and preciousness, the Olympic architecture heritages await further studies. Over
20 heads of states and government leaders joined 1800 World War II veterans in the D-Day 70th anniversary ceremony on June 6, 2014. The biggest commemoration ceremony in
landmark commemoration place Normandy area was held in Sword Beach, Ouistreham, the main landing point of the Allied troops. Heritages of commemoration include monuments,
commemorative architecture, commemorative sites and even mobile commemorative articles. In fact, commemorative architecture is second to none in quantity. According to Italian
scholar, architect Aldo Rosst, the architecture of a city was categorised into commemorative architecture and residential architecture; those carrying vernacular image and ever-lasting
historical memories should be memorial architecture. The 20th-century architecture heritage committee of Chinese Society of Cultural Relics, set up in April 29, 2014 found out after
researches that among all the 20th-century architecture heritages, those related to significan historical events in the 20th century stood out. Therefore, we should consistently research on
and promote commemorative architecture. But two problems remain: how can we define a 20th-century architecture heritage? In addition to public buildings, do we also include those
non-public buildings in the heritage list? Taking China's classic residential buildings in the 1950s for example, once having been so popular across large- and medium-sized cities in China,
they represent the level of residential architecture during the first "Five-year Plan" period (1953-1957) and the second "Five-year Plan" period (1958-1962). The Beijianwei Residential
Area, No.1 District, Sanlihe, Beijing was designed by Chinese mater architect Zhang Kaiji. Certain developers force its demolition just because the government missed its name on the
list of Excellent Commemorative Architecture. In order to let memorial architecture heritages alive, the evaluation of the 20th-century architecture heritages should be urgently solved.
It is necessary to remain historical information in the cities while instilling innovation and creativity to the preservation and application of the 20th-century architecture heritages. One
thing to be noted in particular, international conservation and development of cultural heritage are continuously inspiring the governmental policies, and innovation industry and cultural

economy will explore new "living" usage of cultural heritages.
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Mission and Challenge of the 20th-century

Architecture Heritage Protection
—-Shan Jixiang's Speech at “the Conference of the Establishment

of the 20th-century Architecture Heritage Committee, Chinese
Society of Cultural Relics”
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%% % (Shan Jixiang)

Editor's Notes: On April 29th 2014, the Chinese Society of Cultural Relics established the 20th-
century Architecture Heritage Committee in Jianfu Palace in the Palace Museum, with the presence
of over 70 academicians, masters and experts in architecture and cultural relics. The conference set up
the organizational structure. The academician Ma Guoxin and director of the Palace Museum Shan
Jixiang were elected as the head of the committee. The editorial department published Shan's speech in

the conference in order to study the mission and challenges of the 20th-century architecture heritage

protection.
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