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FOREWORD

The influence of the Shamanistic culture on the origin of civilization and the
carly stage spiritual life of human beings lays the foundation of the culture in the ac-
ademic si;iniﬁvam-v. Since it is a cross — cultural, cross — regional and multidisci-
plinary subject, there exists a vast space to be explored and further studied. Our
nation enjoys a rich history of Shamanic culture forms and quite abundant research
resources. According to the recent international Shamanic theories in a broad sense,
the primitive religious forms and shapes of many ethnic groups both in the northern
and southern pars of China should be grouped into the category of Shamanology. The
idea put forward by Professor Zhang Guangzhi that the Chinese ancient society bears
the characteristics of Shamanic culture broadens the field of vision for research. The
Shamanic culture configurations of the peoples of Altai language family have unique
and specific features from the perspective of traditional view even in a narrow
sense.

However, in the 2lst century when Shamanology has become an independent
subject, the relevant research in China lags behind compared to that in other coun-
tries due to the backward methodology and lack of specification. We still have a long
way to go before the formation of Shamanology as an independent discipline. We
need to accumulate the specific achievements revealing the underlying mechanisms
of this subject and set up a theoretical system adapted to our current situation. With

the rapid transformation of the traditional culture and the decline of Chinese Sha-
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manology , the rescue work becomes even more urgent. Shamanology is an interna-
tional subject, so Chinese researchers should study not only the Shamanic culture
in China in depth but also the frontier problems from a novel angle. Only in this way
can we realize the communication and exchange with other countries.

Shamanistic Culture Studies, as an academic medium for Shamanic research
will carry articles on the Shamanic culture in northern China primarily, and the
studies of the primitive religions of minority, groups in southern China, researches
on ancient Chinese religions, folk beliefs associated with Shamanic culture and
Shamanic studies in other countries are welcome. We are expecting especially the a-
chievements of cross — cultural comparative analysis and case studies based on field
investigation. And we will try to provide a forum for scholars both domestic and a-
broad and a stage for the international academic communication.

Shamanistic Culture Studies will certainly be an intimate friend of Shamanology
researchers. We sincerely expect the support, participation and criticisms from all
circles to make it play its role in the formation of Shamanology as an independent

subject in China.

Guo Shuyun & Xue Gang
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