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Preface

Preface The Tibetan people, an ethnic member of the big family of the Chinese people, have a long
history and magnificent culture. However, owing to historical and geographical conditions, not many
images of their life in the past have been kept to the present day except the very few pictures taken by
foreigners. Hardly any pictures taken by Chinese photographers have been preserved.

Eighty years ago, China fell under the disaster of foreign invasion and occupation. When the
Northeast was occupied by Japanese invaders, the development of the western part of China became
extremely urgent, and the first and foremost task was to know and to understand the West. It was in this
historical period that a young Shanghai photographer appeared on the way to the West, starting his ten
years of travel and investigation in the western areas.

Zhuang Xueben, born in 1909 in Zhuangjiagiao village, Pudong, Shanghai, was the forerunner
of China's anthropological imaging and the making of photographical records. From diverse angles he
recorded with his camera the landscape, customs and life of the inhabitants in the remote areas. His
pictures were precious witnesses for knowing and understanding the Tibetan people and their lives in
those days. Eighty years have passed, and what he has left us are important historical imagery records of
China's West in the past and the Tibetans there, whose images have remained vivid to the present day.

2014 is the 30th anniversary of the death of Zhuang Xueben, and also the 20th anniversary of
Shanghai's assistance for Tibet. With the return of his photographic works to his hometown, they are
bringing us back to the time when he made his travels in the West. In spite of the difference of time and
space, these pictures are miraculously bringing us face to face with RGyalrong Tibetan girls, shepherds in
the Golog grassland, youngsters studying sutras in Yushu, monks and laymen in the Labrang Monastery
and sturdy Tibetan men from Khampa.

Here we would like to extend our sincere thanks to Mr. Zhuang Wenjun for his enthusiastic support
to our work. After this exhibition in Shanghai, these photographs will also be exhibited in Tibet, Most
of the pictures will be included in our photo album. We believe that will bring deeper understanding and

better exchanges between Shanghai and Tibet.

Hu Jinjun

Shanghai Municipal Administration of Culture,Radio,Film& Tv
Director of

Shanghai Municipal Administration of Culture Heritage
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Preface

Preface The Tibetan people, an ethnic member of the big family of the Chinese people, have a long
history and magnificent culture. However, owing to historical and geographical conditions, not many
images of their life in the past have been kept to the present day except the very few pictures taken by
foreigners. Hardly any pictures taken by Chinese photographers have been preserved.

Eighty years ago, China fell under the disaster of foreign invasion and occupation. When the
Northeast was occupied by Japanese invaders, the development of the western part of China became
extremely urgent, and the first and foremost task was to know and to understand the West. It was in this
historical period that a young Shanghai photographer appeared on the way to the West, starting his ten
years of travel and investigation in the western areas.

Zhuang Xueben, born in 1909 in Zhuangjiagiao village, Pudong, Shanghai, was the forerunner
of China's anthropological imaging and the making of photographical records. From diverse angles he
recorded with his camera the landscape, customs and life of the inhabitants in the remote areas. His
pictures were precious witnesses for knowing and understanding the Tibetan people and their lives in
those days. Eighty years have passed, and what he has left us are important historical imagery records of
China's West in the past and the Tibetans there, whose images have remained vivid to the present day.

2014 is the 30th anniversary of the death of Zhuang Xueben, and also the 20th anniversary of
Shanghai's assistance for Tibet. With the return of his photographic works to his hometown, they are
bringing us back to the time when he made his travels in the West. In spite of the difference of time and
space, these pictures are miraculously bringing us face to face with RGyalrong Tibetan girls, shepherds in
the Golog grassland, youngsters studying sutras in Yushu, monks and laymen in the Labrang Monastery
and sturdy Tibetan men from Khampa.

Here we would like to extend our sincere thanks to Mr. Zhuang Wenjun for his enthusiastic support
to our work. After this exhibition in Shanghai, these photographs will also be exhibited in Tibet, Most
of the pictures will be included in our photo album. We believe that will bring deeper understanding and

better exchanges between Shanghai and Tibet.

Hu Jinjun

Shanghai Municipal Administration of Culture,Radio,Film& Tv
Director of

Shanghai Municipal Administration of Culture Heritage
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