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Literature

One-hour subject test

Purpose

e Measure interpretive skills necessary to
read poetry and prose from different
periods and cultures

Format

¢ About 60 multiple-choice questions

» 6 to 8 reading selections followed by
sets of 4 to 12 questions

» Selections from works originally written in
English from the Renaissance to the present

Questions may cover

» Overall meaning.,including effect and theme

¢ Form, including structure, genre, and
organization

¢ Use of language,including word choice,
imagery,and metaphor

* Meanings and connotations of specific words
in context

» Narrative voice,including tone and attitude

» Characterization in narrative and dramatic
selections Recommended Preparation

¢ Close, critical reading in English and
American literature from a variety of
historical periods and genres

e Reading of complete novels and plays,
not just excerpts

« Working knowledge of basic literary
terminology, such as speaker, tone,

image,irony,alliteration, stanza
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Three or four years of literary study at

the college preparatory level
Independent, critical reading of poetry,
prose,and drama

No suggested reading list

Score

Total score: 200-to-800 scale
Source of Questions

English literature 40 % ~50 %
American literature 40 % ~50%
Other literature written in English 0~10%
Chronology

Renaissance and 17th century 30 %
18th and 19th centuries 30%

20th century 40 %

Genre

Poetry 40% ~50 %

Prose 40 % ~50 %

Drama and other 0~10%

* The distribution of passages may vary in

different versions of the test.
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The grill-room clock struck eleven with the respectful unobtrusiveness of one

whose mission in life is to be ignored. When the flight of time should really have
rendered abstinence and migration imperative the lighting apparatus would signal the

fact in the usual way.
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Clovis approached the supper-table,in the blessed expectancy of one who has dined
sketchily and long ago.

“I'm starving,” he announced,making an effort to sit down gracefully and read the
menu at the same time.

“So I gathered,” said his host, “from the fact that you were nearly punctual. I ought
to have told you that I'm a Food Reformer. I've ordered two bowls of bread-and-milk and
some health biscuits. I hope you don’t mind.”

Clovis pretended afterwards that he didn’t go white above the collar-line for the
fraction of a second.

“All the same,” he said, “you ought not to joke about such things. There really are
such people. I've known people who've met them. To think of all the adorable things
there are to eat in the world,and then to go through life munching sawdust and being
proud of it.”

“They’re like the Flagellants of the Middle Ages, who went about mortifying
themselves.”

“They had some excuse,” said Clovis. “They did it to save their immortal souls,
didn’t they? You needn’t tell me that a man who doesn’t love oysters and asparagus and
good wines has got a soul,or a stomach either. He's simply got the instinct for being
unhappy highly developed.”

(1911)

Example

1. The author most likely wrote this work from which this passage is taken in order to

I . persuade reader not to eat health food.
Il . entertain readers with an amusing story.
[l . inform readers what it is likely to be a Food Reformer.

(A) [ only

(B) I and Il only

(C) 1l only

(D) II and Il only

(E) Il only
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2 [6] B — MR BAE 1Y 1818 B 5 iz F R B9 AT 28 L S N RAR O T A FR . il dn, AR
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A W3 X A 1R B 3 .
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Example

2. The word “unobtrusiveness” in the first sentence (line 1) means

(A) anger.

(B) inconspicuousness.

(C) heartiness.

(D) sullenness.

(E) invisibility.

R AR HAIE unobtrusiveness M) & & AR & AR AT DL FH 4% 22 46 1 8] 5 o] LA [B] 255X A4
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AL IR 220, i DL R AR 3R (K8 19 75 . Anger il heartless B i 5 ¥ 2 0 i HE 25 A 45
Invisibility A% % , il L5 ) 2 i 49 A 2 A, X2 & M A& 5 4. Sullenness 5
BZUHMEEMHFE . HS5XREHNYEL AL, ®# B, inconspicuousness, &
unobtrusiveness ) — 52 £ B X i . Inconspicuousness & B E“AP B K, A5 AE
HE”., ERELTFXPEEEE HERERESR.
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