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1. Look at the cover and People in the story on page 6. What do
you think the book is about?

2. Look at the pictures on pages 9, 11, 16 and 19. Where does the
story begin? Tick the right one.
[Jinahotel [Jinahospital [] in a television studio

3. If you have the recording, listen to Chapter 1.



1 The man without
a name

“What’s your name?’ asked Doctor Cox.

The man in the bed did not answer.

‘Open your eyes,’ said Doctor Cox.

The man in the bed opened his eyes. He looked at
the doctor.

‘Do you understand the question?’ asked Doctor
Cox. *

“Yes,’ said the man in the bed. ‘I do.’

Chapter 1 The man without a name 9



‘Good,’ said Doctor Cox again. The doctor smiled
at the man. It was a nice smile. ‘And do you know
your name?’

‘No,’ said the man in the bed. ‘I don’t know what
my name is.’

The man in the bed said nothing for a moment.
The doctor waited and watched him.

‘Who is this man?’ thought Doctor Cox. ‘I don’t
know who he is or where he comes from. I know
that a woman found him yesterday in the street. The
woman telephoned the police and the police brought
him here to the hospital. I know he had blue jeans
and a jacket, a green shirt and black socks and shoes.
His clothes were clean, but he had no money and no
papers.’

‘I’m Doctor Philip Cox,” Doctor Cox said to the
man. ‘You can call me Philip.’

“You’re a doctor,” said the man. He looked at the
doctor. ‘And this is a hospital.” The man in the bed
spoke very slowly.

“Yes,” answered Doctor Cox, but now he did not
smile. “What’s the problem with this man?’ thought
Doctor Cox. ‘He has language. He understands
words, but he doesn’t know who he is or where he
comes from. Does he remember or doesn’t he? The
police don’t know who he is. I don’t know who he

10 John Doe



is. And we need to know these things. Somewhere,
somebody is waiting for him.

“You look at a man and what do you see?’ thought
Doctor Cox. ‘You see very little. It’s not easy to
know a man without language. You need words,
you need names and places. People have family and
friends. Who am I, for example?’ he thought.

‘I’m a doctor. Yes, this is my work. At the hospital
I’'m Doctor Cox. But my friends and my wife know
me as Philip and my children know me as Dad. They

Chapter 1 The man without a name 11



