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Vocabulary

segregate v. At SLATH KRB
impart v. %4 F; f&#&

integrated adj. BH R E & ; FEXHFH
conservative n. & F ik A

simulation n. HE#l; YLK
initiate v. A&

deficit n. # F

concurrent adj. F B X £ ; FFH
collapse v. |3 ; H#

ally n. BHE; X&FH

summit n. & & E M

brief v. %

neophyte n. # F

agenda n. W12

Time Limit: 14'30”
Starting time Finishing time
Condoleezza Rice

Condoleezza Rice (##iilf) was born on November 14, 1954 in Birmingham, Alabama, which was then
still officially segregated. Growing up during the disorderly days of the civil rights movement, Rice
attended a segregated school in Birmingham and lived in a world inhabited almost only by black people. On
September 15, 1963 she was just a few miles away when a bomb planted in a Baptist church by white
supremacists exploded, killing four black girls, one of whom was Rice’s friend. Her father, an ordained
Presbyterian (J& & # K £ # £ 1Y) minister and dean of Still man College, a black school in Tuscaloosa, and
her mother, an accomplished pianist and teacher of music and science, imparted to their only daughter the
sense that — in spite of the racism all around her — she could do anything she desired with her life.

When Rice’s father became vice chancellor at the University of Denver, the family moved to Colorado,
where Rice enrolled at an integrated Roman Catholic high school. Despite her high grades, a counselor there
once told her that she was not “college material”, but Rice was not discouraged by that assessment. Having

skipped two grades Rice became a freshman at the University of Denver at the age of 15.
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Rice graduated with a degree in international relations in 1974, then entered the master’s program in
economics at the University of Notre Dame, in Indiana. She later returned to the University of Denver,
where in 1981 she earned a PhD in international studies, with a specialty in Soviet politics and culture.

In 1981 Rice became an assistant professor at Stanford University (373 KX %%). She spent her entire
academic career there, an unusual figure in the school’s Department of Political Science not only because
she is black and female in a field that is mainly white and male, but also because she is political
conservative on a campus that has historically been liberal.

In the classroom, Rice has often employed what she terms “applied” teaching methods, including
simulations of national-security crises in which students prepare strategic responses in real time. She is
known as a demanding teacher, one who pushes her students to excel and encourages heated debate. “I tell
my students, ‘If you find yourself in the company of people who agree with you, you’re in the wrong
company, *” she told a reported for the New York Times (June 23, 1993). Rice has won two of her
department’s highest honors — the 1984 Walter J. Gores Award for Excellence in Teaching and the 1993
School of Humanities and Science Dean’s Award for Distinguished Teaching. She has written three books on
the Cold War: Uncertain Allegiance: The Soviet Union (#7¥k) and the Czechoslovak (FE5e &R 58) Army,
Germany Unified and Europe Transformed, with Philip Zeiikow, and The Gorbachev Era, with Alexander
Dallin.

Rice made national headlines in 1993, when she was named Stanford’s provost, or chief financial and
academic officer, a powerful position that placed her second in rank to the university president. Rice was the
youngest provost in the university’s 103-year history, as well as the first woman and first African-American.
During her six-year tenure, Rice successfully initiated a cost-saving program to eliminate the university’s
$ 43 million deficit and balance the billion-dollar budget.

As an academic star and Soviet expert, Rice attracted the attention of Washington policymakers during
the Cold War, and in 1986 she was awarded a fellowship from the Council on Foreign Relations to work on
nuclear strategic planning with the director of the Joint Staff of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. After the election
of George Herbert Walker Bush as president, in 1998, Rice accepted several concurrent, high-level
appointments in Washington: director of Soviet and East European Affairs with the National Security
Council, special assistant to the president for national security affairs, and senior director for Soviet Affairs.
She arrived at an extraordinary moment in history: during her three years of service, the Berlin Wall, which
had separated East and West Berlin since 1961 and had come to symbolize the rift between the Western and
Communist worlds, fell; Germany was reunified; the Soviet bloc collapsed; and — unthinkable only a few
years earlier — the United States enlisted Russia as an ally in the war against Iraq in the Persian Gulf.
Throughout this series of remarkable events, Rice was the only full-time Soviet specialist in the White
House, and as such had a strong voice in shaping policy toward the new Europe. Rice attended three
U.S. — Soviet summit meetings and served as a delegate to talks on German unification.

Through her relationship with the former president, Rice developed a friendship with the Bush family.
In July 2000, at George W. Bush’s request, Rice took a leave of absence from Stanford to become chief
foreign-policy adviser in his presidential campaign. She briefed him once a week on world development,
offering advice about situations likely to arise over the next few years. When asked her opinion of the
qualifications of the younger George Bush, who has rarely traveled outside the U.S. and is often described
as a foreign-policy neophyte, Rice has frequently mentioned his record as governor of Texas, a border state,
and his ability to set an agenda and function as an effective leader.
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Now more than ever before, Rice is in the spotlight, as part of what has been touted as a notably diverse
Republican administration. For years, Rice has been asked if her sex and skin color have hurt or helped her
in her career. “I don’t spend too much time thinking about it.” She pointed out that she “can’t go back and
recreate (herself) as a white male” to test one theory or another. Nevertheless, she also said that “black
middle class should spend less time think about itself and more worrying about poverty and race. That is
something that those of us who are black and privileged have a lot of responsibility for.”

Called “Condy” by her friends and close associates, Rice has been a National Fellow at the Hoover
Institute on War, Revolution, and Peace and has been awarded an honorary doctorate from the University of
Notre Dame. She has never been married.

(1,050 words)

Direction: For each of the following questions, decide on the best choice.

1. Which of the statements is NOT TRUE about Rice’s childhood?
A. She was born into a well-educated family.
B. She experienced segregation and racial discrimination.
C. Her parents taught her to be self-confident.
D. She did well in her studies and all her teachers were proud of her.
2. By telling her students that “if you find yourself in the company of people who agree with you,
you’re in the wrong company” (Paragraph 5), Rice encouraged her students to
A. think differently B. be aggressive
C. learn the skills of debate D. get rid of the disagreement
3. Rice caught the attention of the US government because
A. she is female black
B. she is an expert on international studies, especially on Soviet politics
C. she was an excellent teacher in Stanford University
D. she wrote three books on Soviet and East-European politiés
4. During her three years of service for the former President Bush’s government, Rice witnessed the
following important events in history EXCEPT that
A. the Berlin Wall fell
B. Germany was reunified
C. The Soviet bloc collapsed
D. Saddam Hussein’s (§*ik i} - £ FEH) government collapsed
5. What is Rice’s attitude toward her skin color?
A. She is proud ofit.
B. She is ashamed of it.
C. She does not mind it.
D. She does not think about it too much since she thinks it useless doing so.

Vocabulary

championship n. 4 47 %
Sports Illustrated (RFEHR ) ( £ F &%)
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Rockets (NBA) Xk #f FA
tournament n. AR FE; B
sneak v. firfird#u& ; AT
Los Angeles # #% 3l

shoot v. A

Bucks (NBA) # & FA
commercial n. B k)&
limo n FHHE

studio n. & ¥

vitamin n. 4 £ &

choke v. £ R ; #EFREE
Hollywood #f 3%

gin n. MR FE
hospitality n. £ #

adjust to & R ;
pointguard »n (k¥ ) AFARFLNFF AR
stretch v, 1 & ; K
autograph n. ¥£ 4 4
commitment n. AifF; X5
jersey n. BH

poster n. ik

promotion n. = ff; #H
stand out X H; H &

Time Limit: 16’
Starting time Finishing time

YAO: A Life in Two Worlds

I once said I just wanted to be a basketball player, I didn’t want to be the face of a whole nation. But
remember the movie Spiderman? Before the uncle dies, he says, “With great power comes great
responsibility.” I believe that. If I’'m making a lot of money, I have a responsibility to play well and improve
myself. I have learned that I can’t make everybody happy. My problem is that I want to try. I know the

history of China and what it means to people there for me to be successful.

Lost Luggage, Stolen Uniform

The first thing to go wrong in the U.S. happened when I came over with the Chinese national team for
the 2002 World Championships. Sports Illustrated wanted to take my photo in a Rockets uniform to put on
the cover before the season started. The Rockets started. The Rockets sent me my uniform.

That’s when things started to go wrong. On the second day of the tournament, after our morning
practice, I came back to find my room cleaned and the uniform gone. I remember leaving it out on a table in
my room. | didn’t think that much about it, because in China you would just make a call and whoever made
the uniform would give you another one. I’ve learned it’s not like that in the U.S. The Rockets wanted me to
pay for the uniform, and it was very expensive.

Sports Illustrated still put me on their cover, I snuck out of my room and had my picture taken in my
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China national team uniform. Then SI used their computers to turn it into the Houston Rockets uniform.

Technology is a great thing.

No Credit, No Purchase

The next thing happened after 1 went back to China for the Asian Games. My Mom came to Houston
early to find a house. But the person selling the first one she found didn’t really own it. And then, because I
signed with the Rockets only after I arrived in the U.S. in October, I didn’t have money yet to buy a house.
And because I am Chinese and had no financial history in the U.S., the banks here didn’t want to lend me

money.

Drinking on the Job

I know New Year’s Eve is a popular time for people in America to get into trouble drinking, but my first
New Year’s Eve was different. After beating the Milwaukee Bucks on New Year’s Eve in Houston, I went
straight to the airport to fly to the Los Angeles to shoot my first commercial. We arrived in L.A. at two
o’clock in the morning.

A limo took us to the studio. Team Yao also had me taking a lot of vitamins to keep my strength up, but
sometimes I’d forget. Bill Sanders asked if I had taken my vitamins that morning, and I said no. There had a
glass container in the limo that looked like it had water in it. So I took out vitamins and asked Colin to pour
me a glass. “OK,” he said. He poured a big glass.

I was tired, so I drank it all at once. Straight down. No stopping. I thought, “That’s how water feels?
The water in Houston and Los Angels is different?” And then my face got hot. I was coughing. “Colin,” I
said in a choked voice, “that’s not water!”

I can remember all the times I’ve had too much to drink — maybe five or six times my whole life. Now,
thanks to Hollywood and Colin, I can also put gin on my list.

I felt funny right away, and I was still red in the face when we arrived at the studio. “You need sleep?”
someone asked. “I think so,” I said, “Colin can shoot the commercial for me, because it was his fault.”

But everything turned out OK. It was a couple of hours before we began shooting the commercial. It
was for Apple computers, with me and Mini-Me. A lot of people saw it, but no one’s ever asked if I was

drunk, maybe that means I’'m a better actor than I think.

Super-Sized Hospitality

I also had to adjust to all the traveling in the NBA. I've played in a lot of countries with the Chinese
national team, but in most places we were there for a tournament. That meant we spent a week in one city,
staying in one room in one hotel. In the NBA, we stay at lot of nice hotels, and they give their best rooms to
NBA plays, but that still doesn’t mean that the bed or the doors will be enough for someone like me. Most
hotels would put a bench at the end of a regular king-size bed so my feet would have a place to rest.

Then there were places that tried too hard. We got into our Washington, D.C. hotel very late, after
playing in New York. When I walked into my room, I found two beds — not side by side, but end to end.
There was so much room that our little point guard, Moochie Norris, could have slept at one end and I could

have stretched out at the other, and we never would have known the other one was there.

The Price of Fame

What I love about basketball is playing, whether it’s in practice or games. Signing jerseys and balls and
posters, taking promotion photos — that’s just part of the job. In China, because they don’t do all the



