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My mentor, Dr. Geleg, the former vice director of China Tibetology Research Center,
examined this document, which makes it a high-grade one; Dr. Liang Junyan from China
Tibetology Research Center, Dr. Ute from Austria and Mr. Tsering Kun from Southwest University
of Nationalities translated the book into both English and Tibetan, which makes more readers both
home and abroad have access to it; Sonam Tsering from Qinghai Nationalities Publishing House
and Professor Zhou Jianhong from Jiangsu Policeman Institute contributed their articles to this
book, which makes it more academic.

This is a document instead of a picture album, which record the true cases of Chinese
religious belief freedom. You will find it surprising to follow my steps!

Jiangchu
December 217, 2012
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Foreword

JiangChu
December 21st, 2012

According to the long established tradition, the foreword should be written by an
expert; some celebrities should be invited to talk about the profundity of your work; some
leaders should explain the great height of perfection of your work; some good friends
should congratulate you for the breadth of your work. Since this is a literature based
document, it is difficult to “show off”.

I am a child of Tibetan workers and peasants; my hometown is the most beautiful
village in China: Danba Tibetan Village. When | was born, China was undergoing “the
difficult period of surviving”. Before | graduated from the middle school, there was the time
of the Cultural Revolution. Due to the resumption of college entrance examinations, | was a
university student of the year 1979 at university; therefore, my elder classmates gave me my
nickname “Wengjjiu” (i /L, with the meaning that | started my college career in 1979).
After my graduation, China was witnessing the “Reform and Opening Up Period”.

During my time in college, | joined Professor Huang Huaizhao's ( #1f/if) project group
“Research on the artificial domestication of Himalayan Marmots”, in which | gained a lot of
insight information. After my graduation, | was assigned as “an excellent college student”
(Assigned Graduates). That era was the “Golden Times” for intellectuals.

Due to my own diligence, | was elected as one of the “Four Delegates of China
Association for Science & Technology” (1990), the “Ten Outstanding Young Persons of
Sichuan Province” (1992), the “Outstanding Young Persons of Nationwide Minority Areas”
(1996), and the “Representative for the 14th CPC National Congress” (1992). When having
joined meetings in Beijing, | used the time to attend a “Computer programming course” at
night, which became legendary in feature stories in a special issues of the “Farmer’s Daily”.

From 1994 till 1998, | served as the Party Secretary in Luhuo County (at that time the
youngest County in Sichuan province). | set up the atmosphere, trained talents, did some
renovation work for farm houses, and worked on urban development.

Furthermore, | found time to publish the book Training and Raising Parrots (Sichuan
Science and Technology Publishing House, 1996). Moreover, | finished the research project
distributed by Scientific Committee of Sichuan Province and published the results in Study
on Untraditional Animal Husbandry (South West University of Finance and Economics
Publishing House, 1999). In 1996, when | took a temporary post in Shandong Province, |
still insisted on attending computer training classes held in Zaozhuang. Nowadays it would
not be worth mentioning, but at that time, it was quite advanced since Windows was not
used yet.

From 1998 to 2003, | was holding the position of the director of The Bureau of



Animal Husbandry in Ganzi Prefecture. | stressed the information technology industry, |
implemented the open offices, and I carried out the 1SO 9001 - 2000 international quality
system certification. Those concepts were quite famous in the whole prefecture, province
and even in the Western areas.

Considering that the “point-and-shoot” cameras were really convenient while
technicians used the skill of “foot binding for lazy women” in rural and pastoral areas for
technical trainings, which was too difficult to be understood. Hence, | proposed to promote
the “Fool Technology” (with the meaning to make technology as easy as the “point-and-
shoot” cameras) which was overwhelming successful.

We must keep in memory that before the “point-and shoot” cameras, that photography
was a profession. Just like KTV nowadays makes many people feel like being famous
singers, the automatic cameras made many people into “photographers”, especially since
the digital cameras lowered the costs. My wife Zelang Xiamu often scoffs me for being a
"digital products enthusiast"; how can she know, not that | do not work hard, that it is only
because those digital products are updated too often.

During the last ten years, photography became one of my hobbies, but | did not
join the “Photographers Association”. | neither have the diligence nor the professional
equipment. | believe a good work is the combination of “beautiful views and special lights
and being a destined writer”.

My skills are not sufficient for being professional; therefore | have put a lot of efforts
into the selection of photos for this work. | have chosen a particularly important Asian
cultural symbol for my topic, namely the Stupa. When | was travelling around, | took
the opportunity of taking photos of stupas, therefore, | have quite rich material. For this
publication I have chose some photos of stupas with regional characteristics.

To be honest, those materials could be only published due to the editors’ exquisite
“cosmetic surgery”. The famous photographer Mr. Lii Linglong ( £ ¥ 3 ) and the vice
CEO of China Mobile Mr. Li Zhengmao ( # i /% ) supplied me with beautiful photos, but
also Dr. Zhang Ming ( sk Wl ) from the China Tibetology Research Center | photos from
Nepal and Bhutan). Mr. Zhang Liming ( 4 %] ) from the Forestry Department of Sichuan
Province (photos from Japan). Mr. Li Desheng ( %) , vice director from the China Giant
Panda Research Center (photos of Thailand) ; Zhang Hongbing ( % #r ), chairman of the
Southwest Group (photos of Burma ). Ye Shaojun ( i 4 % ), vice director of the Foreign
Affairs Department in Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture (photos from India and
Nepal). Sanlang ( =) ,vice director from the Forestry Bureau of Aba Tibetan Autonomous
Prefecture. Yang Renkui ( # (- % ), director from the Forestry Bureau of Muli County, Yi
Autonomous Prefecture of Liangshan. Zhang Ming ( i 1l 1, vice director from The State
Forestry Administration Center for Wetland Management in Ruoergai. and Duoji Gexi ( %
#ifis7i) and Geng Qiang (k) from the Office of Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture.

Since I have work in multiple fields, | deeply believe that I have a deep understanding



in various subjects: When we discuss the public opinion of international communities, we
cannot only use words,we also need photos and videos. These documents are the vivid
proof of China’s policy of freedom in religious believes. As | believe silence to be more
significant than words, not a single written description can be found in the whole book.

Finally, | use a quotation of the preamble of the book Documents of Jiarong Culture
written by myself and the director of the China Tibetology Research Center :

Record the traditional culture and reflect historic changes;

Focus on modern society and write down today’s achievements.
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