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What’s different about Nice Talking with You?

Nice Talking with You is different from other books that you may have used before.
There are no dialogs to memorize. Instead, this book will help you have real
conversations: conversations about you and your friends that help you make and
keep relationships with other people. This kind of conversation is very common in all
languages, because making and keeping relationships with others is the most important
function of spoken language.

How will Nice Talking with You help improve your English?

*  You’ll review vocabulary you have probably learned before, but have probably
never used in conversation.

* You'll practice speaking with easy topics, using basic questions, in timed
conversations.

*  You’ll learn how to get ready for conversations and get practice noticing the
English you and your partners use.

*  You’ll hear a wide variety of English — native speakers from around the world,
even non-native speakers of English.

*  Most of all, you’ll master some important phrases and expressions that will make your
conversations smoother and more natural. We call these conversation strategies.

What is the goal of the unit?

You will speak English using the new conversation strategies you've learned.

What is the goal of the course?

By the end of this book, you’ll be able to use all the conversation strategies you’ve
learned naturally and automatically.

Good luck and have fun!

T Henny and Lhnd (M
¢4
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How a unit works

Each unit contains a carefully controlled sequence of activities, which build upon each
other. The different sections and their functions are shown below.

Likes and dislikes
This is a short, personalized, warm-up activity to focus students’ attention on the topic.
Typically, students read the statements and check the boxes.

Words and phrases

Between 20 and 30 key words and phrases related to the unit topic are introduced
here. Students first get a chance to check if they understand them and then are given
focused practice by doing the activities Match it, Fill it in, and Put it together on the
following page.

Conversation questions

Commonly used questions related to the topic are introduced and practiced in this
section. Watch out! raises students’ awareness of common mistakes; the Language
point provides a short, one-point Focus on Form; and PRACTICE gives students the
opportunity to check their understanding of the Language point.

Conversation strategies

Key conversation strategies that help students manage conversations more effectively
are introduced and practiced on these two pages. For each strategy introduced, several
high-frequency expressions are highlighted in model conversations. Students are then
given a chance to practice these in a controlled manner.

Conversation listening

‘Students listen to three or four short conversations on the unit topic, which feature

the conversation strategies and vocabulary previously introduced. There are three
listening stages:

A First listening This provides listening for gist.

B Second listening This focuses students’ attention on key details.

C Noticing the conversation strategies This last stage is designed to
raise students’ awareness of the strategies used by the speakers.

Get ready!
This section serves to consolidate the vocabulary, question patterns, and conversation

strategies highlighted in the unit. Students are given a chance to plan for their conversation
by writing notes and relevant language in the boxes provided.
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Students are now ready to put it all together and practice one or more timed
conversations with their partners. They are also encouraged to write down expressions
and/or words and phrases they notice their partner using,

ﬂ Real conversations

This section gives students additional listening practice on the topic. These feature
unscripted conversations between native and non-native English speakers from around
the world, giving students exposure to a variety of English accents.

Thinking about ...

This last section of the unit encourages students to think critically about aspects of the
unit topic. Activities are carefully scaffolded to ensure that even low level students are
able to succeed.

More resources

Website www.nicetalkingwithyou.com

Free additional resources for students and teachers can be found on the Website.
The complete audio program in MP3 file format is available to download and listen
to. Students are also able to listen to Global Voices. These are authentic, unscripted

monologues related to the unit topics, spoken by native and non-native speakers of
English.

Teacher’s Manual

The Teacher’s Manual is provided online, and it offers comprehensive, step-by-step
teaching notes for all sections of the book, as well as providing a wealth of practical
teaching tips. It also contains the answers to all exercises and audio scripts of the
Conversation listening sections.
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Likes and dislikes

Do you like meeting and talking with new people? Read the statements below and
put checks () in the boxes.

I like meeting new people.

I’'m nervous with new people because I don’t know what to
talk about.

I can’t meet new people by myself. I must have a friend with me.

I make new friends easily.

I can’t start a conversation with someone I don’t know.

Words and phrases

Check the meaning of these words and phrases. Then use them to do the activities
on the next page.

area club freetime parents south
beinterestedin commute hobby part-time job suburban
born dislike like retired town

by myself east married rural urban
children family neighborhood school west

city favorite north single work




L Match it

Match the word on the left with the meaning on the right. Write the letter on the
line. Then check your answers with a partner.

O DR SR O

commute a) something to do for fun
hobby b) not inside the city, but not out in the country
_ club c) the place around where you live
___ neighborhood d) out in the country
__ suburban e) travel to work or school from home
__ rural f) a group to belong to

Fill it in

Use the words and phrases on page 7 to complete the sentences. Then check your
answers with a partner.

1.

2
3.
4

I have a as a waiter. How about you?
I’m from a big city, but I was in a small town.
I like reading books in my
I want to be a translator because I
learning foreign languages.
I live , but sometimes I wish I had a roommate
because I get lonely.
My family lives in a area. It’s really out in the country!
My sport is soccef.
I commute to by train. It takes me two hours. I have to wake up at
5a.m.!

‘.Put it together

Draw a line to put the sentences together.

o B R

My name is Veronica. It’s and playing the piano.

I was born in Australia, so please call me Toshi.

My name is Kazutoshi, sports like soccer and tennis.
I’m interested in travel nice to meet you.

I like TV and watching but ’'m from Hong Kong,

62‘ Listen to check your answers.

SSILEREEN
[u((d 8}21Niée§'r$‘|king with You 1
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i Conversation questions

What's your name?

Where are you from?

What do you like doing?

Practice asking and answering the questions above with different partners.

l Watch out!

Be careful not to make these common mistakes!

X v

HromJapan: I’m from Japan.
Now,Hive Australia: Now, I live in Australia.
Hnterested drawing; I’'m interested in drawing,

Practice saying these out loud so you can remember them.

@l Language point

is = ’s
He 7s from Korea. => He’s from Korea.

would = °d
She would like to go there. = She like to go there.

e atamaie e

Match the verbs. Write the sentence number on the line.

1. I'm from Japan. have

2. We¥e from the same school. is -
3. Iwebeen playing piano a long time. am
4. T’/ start studying dance soon. are
5. It’s very interesting to me. will

INmtroductions




Responses

Great! OK.

Good! Not bad. Not so good.
Pretty good. . All right.

If you answer Vot so good, be ready to say why. For example:

Not so good. | have a cold
Not so good. I'm sleepy,

How are you doing?
:},_..M_.__ . s w_,-v»f'

| Pretty good. thanks.
. How about you? |

With a partner, ask /{ow are you doing? five times. Your partner will use five
different answers. Then do the same for /1ow's it going?

Nice talking with youl

S - e : et

f “tart conversations again. This time, finish with Vice ralking
with you! and You too!
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Fettingfyourjpartneritalkd

Here is an easy way to ask your partner the same question they ask you.

How about yfou?

This phrase gives your partner a chance to talk.

Hil My name is Cathy. I'm from the
US. | like snowboarding. driving, and

listening to music. How about you?

PRACTICE

Us How about you? with each partner in your group.

Askingjtolrepeat:

Sometimes it’s difficult to hear what your partner says. You can use these phrases
to ask them to repeat what they said.

| like listening to music

and XXXXXXXX ?

; | like listening to
music and watching TV.

Imtroductions ¢
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i ;' Conversation listening

6)‘3‘ A First listening

Where do the speakers live? Number the places in the order you hear about them.
One is not used.

a) in the suburbs d) in the city, downtown
b) in a rural area e) in a neighborhood nearby

in an apartment with family

r‘ B Second listening

What are the speakers’ hobbies? Circle A or B.

‘03‘ c Noticing the conversation strategies

Some speakers use the expressions Pardon me? and How about you? Listen again
and decide what they refer to in each conversation. Circle A or B.

1. A where they live B their hobbies

2. A not missing her brother B playing her guitar

3. A where he lives B what movies he watches
4. A where he lives B if he takes the train

(((((®)”'°ei73'k-ng with You 1



