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Part 1. About Literature

1.1 What Is Literature?

There seems no substantial difference among its definitions in different
dictionaries but it is somewhat difficult to answer exactly “what is literature”, even
the greatest litterateur in the world cannot give a perfect answer to this question.

A book (novel or poetry, or other forms) is the common form of literature but
not every book can rank as literature. With the development of the Internet, Web
and QQ space, or like, has gained popularity. It seems that every one, if he/she
like, can write whatever he/she wants, and shows it to the public. People are fond
of writing things on Internet, even gossip, these kinds of writing things can not be
called literature for the lite rary’s sake.

Not all writing things can have a literature sense, nor can every man who
writes will become a writer.For example, the first man who writes: “my love to you is
as deep as the sea” is a genius, but the second one is illiteracy.

Yet it is really a free way for people to write things. This writing could just be
called as a kind of culture, not literature. As a matter of fact, literature is an art that
attempts to tell the truth by means of language. Someone defined literature as
feeling that can stir up the soul by mere sympathy with itself because literature
connects with the feeling that it is supposed to convey by writing. This is most
commonly used to refer to works of the creative imagination, including works of
poetry, drama, fiction, and nonfiction. In fact, we do not considered literature as
a thing which is beyond ordinary people. Literature should not be so high that

ordinary people can’t reach it.

1.2 Definition of literature

Literature is the art of written works, and is not bound to published sources.
Literally translated, the word literature means “acquaintance with letters”. The two
most basic written literary categories include fiction and non-fiction.

From the above interpretations, we can arrive at identical definition of

literature: a general term for professional writings in the form of books, papers, and



other documentations. Literature is language artistically used to achieve identifiable
literary qualities and to convey meaningful messages.

Professional literature have been regarded as “intangible assets” of the
whole world. Because they are, on the one hand, the summary, generalization, and
development of the achievements obtained on the basis of previous experience
or studies; and on the other hand, they have been accumulated and handed
down from generation to generation. In this sense, therefore, all kinds of literature
are records of precious research findings and academic achievements, and the

crystallization of human civilization.

1.3 The Features of Literature

Literature is a sort of written work related to something inside of human being.
As someone once said that literature helps create a more beautiful inner world, and
some other said that literature is something for releasing an individual's emotions.
“Literature” must be an ice-axe to break the sea frozen inside us (Franz Kafka, a
German-language novelist).

Literature is a kind of art painted as a form of book by letters, for in the process
of writing, the author will have inevitably created a fictitious character. Art is not
truth. Art is a lie that makes us realize truth... The artist must know the manner
where by to convince others of the truthfulness of his lies (Picasso, a Spanish
painter).

Literature is news that stays news (Ezra Pound, an American Poet) which
happened yesterday, or is happening today, or will happen tomorrow. In literature,
everything is true except names and places, but, in history, nothing is true except
names and places. The essential literature writing has two levels of understanding,
and it allows different interpretation, and it also requires imaginative participation on

the part of the reader.

Part 2. The Beginning of the American literature

At the beginning of the 19th century, America was a stumbling babe as far



