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Profile of the Composer

Composer at the first level of the nation
Member of Chinese Musicians’ Association
Member of the Music Copyright Society of China

Winner of the special allowances from the State Council

His professional titles include chief editor of The Western Voice, president of literary federa-
tion, head of a song and dance troupe, orchestra conductor, professor of Zhanjiang Normal College,
professor of Tianshui Normal College.

More than 230 music pieces of his (including songs, music composed for films and TV pro-
grams, and orchestral works) have been published in Chinese and foreign publications or broadcast
by radio and television stations. He has also published over 20 papers and monographs, and won
more than 30 prizes. His published influential works include: Symphony “Mother”, Symphonic
Dance “Tiaoxian Dance”, Symphonic Picture “Harmony” (which was performed by the former
China Radio Symphonic Orchestra under the baton of Han Zhongjie, chief conductor of Central
Philharmonic Orchestra, at the “Concert of Xue Wenyan’s Symphonic Works” held in Beijing
Concert Hall and jointly sponsored by the Creation’s Committee of the Chinese Musicians’ Associ-
ation, the Chinese Research Institute of Music, Chinese Music Conservatory, the Literary and
Artistic Department of China Central Television Station, the Literary and Artistic Department of
China Central Broadcasting Station, the editorial department of Music Creation, Tianshui Municipal
CPC Committee and Tianshui Municipal Government. His four—part mixed chorus work The Par-
adise for Birds in My Hometown (a serialist work) won fourth place at an international composition
contest held in Taiwan in 1995, and was performed by Taiwan Symphony Orchestra at Taipei Na-
tional Concert Hall on June 26, 1995. Its full score was subsequently published and released to the
whole world. Guangzhou Audio—visual Publishing House released a CD: The Series of Famous
Chinese Musicians: Selected Symphonic Works of Xue Wenyan. China National Radio presented
several special programs of his music, including “Songs composed by Xue Wenyan and His Son”.
His solo songs like Growing up on the Loess Plateau and I Sing in Praise of My Golden Republic

were recommended all over the country as excellent songs. The chorus work Follow the Party For-
ever was included in Singing in Praise of the New Century —— The Complete Collection of Songs

of the Century. His solo songs Love in Western China and Singing Folk Songs to Beijing , etc. have



been published in foreign countries:-----

In terms of composition ideas and the design of music style, he holds the music concept of re-
maining tolerant, open and scientific. He explores his music development in a broad space uncon-
fined by any existing school. In terms of theory and technique, instead of being restricted by any
genre or style, he chooses any method, whether ancient or modern and Chinese or foreign, for his
own use according to the needs for his composition. He transcends the disputes between classicism
and modernism and between Chinese and foreign styles in his creative concepts and freely demon-
strates his own unique style. His works fully reflects the content of Chinese ideology and culture
and the strong vitality of China, with the intention of internationalizing and popularizing symphonic

language.
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Synopsis of the Work
Symphony “Mother”

A mother never asks for a reward from her children, nor does she dislike or envy her children. In—
stead, she heartily puts all her hopes on them. She is concerned about every step her children take and
every thing they do in their life. Her maternity warms the heart of her children and gives hopes to them.
Maternal love is like the brilliant sunlight, the vast ocean and the nourishing spring rain. It is the

greatest human love!

Symphony “Mother” comprises a prelude, four movements, and a coda.

The first movement, written in sonata form, describes the hard life of a mother.

The second movement, written in ternary form, expresses yearnings for mother.

The third movement, also in ternary form, is full of vehement emotions and inherent dynamic
power.

The forth movement, written in sonata form with a rondo, is both a summary of the whole piece

and a eulogy to maternal love.
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1Flauto Piccolo
2 Flauti
2 Oboi

1Corno inglese ( F)

2 Clarinetti ( L'B)
2 Fagotti

4 Corni (F)
3 Trombe( l’B)

3 Tromboni
1 Tuba

Timpani
Gran cassa
Tamburo
Piatti
Tam—tam
Triangolo
Tamburino basco
Castagnette
Campanelli
Celesta
Verghe

Silofono
Arpa

16 Violini |
14 Violini II
12 Viole

10 Violoncelli

8 Contrabassi
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