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of

. UrbanismiArchitecture”
Xu Zongheng, Mayor of Shenzhen

: Honored guests and officers, friends, ladies and gentlemen,

: Today, we gather round in the beautiful city of Shenzhen, the Peng city
‘embracing the coming exhibition of "2005 First Shenzhen Biennale of
UrbanismiArchitecture”. It is my honor, on behalf of the municipal Party
: comitnittee, of the municipal government and of people in the city, to ear-
: nestly welcome all our present friends and express our heartfelt gratitude
“to those who have supported and participated in the exhibition. Cities are
: the crystal of human civilization. Culture is the soul of a city. And architec-
:ture is the record of the history of a city, and what's more, the frame of the
:soul of the city. Shenzhen is an ancient city with its long history. The
:endured Nantou Mansion, the 600-year-old Dapeng Fort, and Longgang ~
: with its folks, all of them have witnessed the history of the city. Shenzhen
: is as well a young city. In merely 25 years since the special economic zone
:was established, it has grown up from a remote village to a modernized
_metropolis, which creates a miracle in the history of urban development
: There are magnificent buildings as well as charming lanes, bustling down-
towns as well as breath-taking scenery. The city inherits the traditional
Chinese culture as well as spreads colorful foreign cultures. Diligent and
virtuous local people are living together with immigrants from all around
the world in the same city. This is Shenzhen, a city being ancient and
young, welcoming and vigorous. It is opening its gate to everyone, every
culture, every kind of art and every style of architecture. And this is the
theme of the exhibition. It has extraordinary significance for the open city,
derived from the Opening-Up policy, to hold such a biennale themed in
urbanism, among the people who have been famous for their creativity. For
the exhibition is conforming to the trend that contemporary arts should be
toward the society, pay attention to reality and get integrated into
urbanism and architecture. In the mean time, the exhibition is also trying
to build up an open and international platform for cultural, artistic and
academic communication, to provide a stage for artists from every country
to show their works and achievements, and to provide a chance for the
citizens, being subjects of the city, to enter the world of city, art and archi-
tecture. By introducing international experience of the curator system, the
exhibition aims at breaking through the paradigm of traditional exhibition,
establishing a style of micro-entertainment. It tries to be both with Chinese
characteristics and in a world-class level. More than 80 exhibits from both
domestic and foreign artists will be exhibited to reflect the latest exploration
and appearance of the arts in China and in the world. During the exhibition,




: forums and other activities will also be hosted for artists and audience to
. communicate with each other and share their happiness.

: My honored friends, today is the first day of "2005 First Shenzhen Biennale
- of Urbanism\Architecture”. The exhibition is just like a new baby, bringing
:us freshness, purity and infinite hope. With the support and help from
‘every one of you, I believe, the biennale will def initely grow up robustly |
- and become a feast for international cultural and artistic communication,
: become a platform for the Chinese culture and foreign cultures to learn
: from each other, become a brilliant brand of Shenzhen, which is engaging
- itself to fulfill its cultural-historical strategy and become the Capital of :
- Design. Now, let’s go hand -in-hand into the gate of the city, experience and
‘enjoy a magnificent journey of culture and art. “2005 First Shenzhen
‘ Biennale of Urbanism\Architecture” is opening!

Dec. 10th, 2005

{Translated by Zhang Duo)
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Speech on the Beijing Press Conference of "2005 First Shenzhen Biennale of
Urbanism‘\Architecture”
- Yan Xisopei, Vice Mayor of Shenzhen

Honored guests and friends from media, good afternoon!

First of all, on behalf of the Shenzhen municipal government and the
biennale's organizer committee, I sincerely welcome all our present guests,
experts and friends from media.

After half of a year’s careful plan and with plenty of active supports, "2005
First Shenzhen Biennale of Urbanismi\Architecture” is about to start on Dec 10th
this year. Currently, every piece of preparation is carrying on in an orderly way.
This morning, the second session of the biennale’s academic commmittee’s confer-
ence confirmed all the participants in the biennale and their respective exhibits;
therefore, every item relating to the theme of the biennale has been officially
approved."Shenzhen Biennale of Urbanismi\Architecture” is sponsored by the
Shenzhen municipal government and is co-organized by Shenzhen Municipal
Planning Bureau, Shenzhen Municipal Cultural Affairs Bureau, Shenzhen Uni-
versity, Shenzhen Press Group and Shenzhen Media Group. Itis the first large,
thematic and periodical exhibition in Shenzhen that is sponsored by the munici-
pal government with a definite theme in "urbanizing”. It fully embodies the
municipal government's emphasis on urban planning, and on the culture of
design, urbanism and architecture. It is a significant part of Shenzhen's strategy
of "establishing the city by culture”. The biennale is an exxellent platform for
Shenzhen to strengthen its economic and cultural communication with other
brother cities as well as with the whole world. It will definitely make a great
improvement for Shenzhen in constructing itself as an international city, a har-
monious and efficient ¢ity. The municipal Party committee and the municipal
government of Shenzhen have been constantly paying their attentions on urban
planning and cultural constructions, on the integration between urban construc-
tion and culture. Cultural industry is considered as one of the four most essen-
tial industries for the city, while the goal of the Party committee and the
government is to build up Shenzhen into "the Capital of Design”. In recent years,
with the rapid development of economy, society and urban construction, with
the improvement of the citizen's life quality and cultural needs, the leading
status of planning has been reinforced. Urban planning and design is winning
more and more attentions. To hold the "Biennale of Urbanismi\Architecture”, is
to build up an international communication platform themed in urbanism, and
by this platform, to publicize the city, promote the city's urban planning, ezhibit
the city's culture and discussed the problems that emerged in the city's urban
development, and in the mean titne, to provide chance for the Shenzhen people
to concern on the dvic culture, communicate with each other and participate in




-the construction of their own home in the city, to provide a brand for enriching
-the culture and life in the city. The municipal Party committee and the munici-
:pal government of Shenzhen have paid great attention of “Shenzhen Biennale of
Urbanism\Architecture”. Xu Zongheng, mayor of Shenzhen, asks us, "Since we
are determined to host 'the First Shenzhen Biennale of Urbanism\Architecture’,
we must make it successful, with a high standard and in a high level.” With a
reforming and innovating spirit, an open and realistic attitude, and an interna-
tional horizon, we try to fully introduce the experience of all the other cities that
hawve successful held high-standard exhibitions, draw more top experts, inte-
grate every resource together and establish an exhibition system that isin
accord with international customs. A large-scale exhibition is not our aim. Our
goal is to hold an ezhibition being classical, high-standard and distinctive. Itis
worthy to mention that referring to the current international exhibition modes,
the biennale firstly introduces the curator system to ensure its academic inde-
pendence and participating justice. The organizer committee makes a special
invitation to Prof. Yung Ho Chang (former head of the Graduate Center of Archi-
tecture, Peiking University, current head of the Department of Architecture,
MIT) as the independent curator of the exhibition. It will be a significant explo-
ration and innovation for Shenzhen's cultural and artistic exhibition to meet

nternational needs and customs. Therefore, I believe the biennale will bring
everyone with a brand-new artistic experience.

During previous organization, the "Shenzhen Biennale of Urbanism\Architecture”
has won broad supports from many experts and friends in media. Here, on
behalf of the Shenzhen municipal government and the biennale's crganizer
cominittee, I want to express our heartfelt gratitude to all the individuals and
institutions that have helped and participated in the biennale. The success of the
biennale depends on all the interaction and participation of every one of you.
We sincerely hope our friends in media could pay your attention on the
biennale, actively promote and publicize our biennale. Let's foster and withess
the birth and growing of the new brand of Shenzhen city. I believe, in collabora-
tion with all your warm help, the "First Shenzhen Biennale of
Urbanism\Architecture” must finally come to a tremendous success! By this
chance, I also sincerely want to invite every one of you. Please drawa mark on
our calendar. It will be our honor to have you in Shenzhen at that time, in the
Shenzhen Biennale of Urbanism\Architecture”. Let's looking forward to our re-
meeting on Dec 10th in Shenzhen! Thank you alll
Oct 9th, 2005
{Translated by Zhang Duo)
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