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1.1 The Conception of West

The earliest division of East and West based on cultural perceptions can be traced back to a
series of great wars. From 492 BC to 479 BC, during the Persian Wars between Ancient Greece and
the Persian Empire, the Greeks began to realize their difference from the Persians in geography,

custom, religion, politics, language and so on. Since then, they had formed the conception of East
and West and began to regard themselves as Western people in order to distinguish them from the
Eastern people. Greek historian Herodotus (479 BC—431 BC), reported in his Histories, ... with
the Persians possessing Asia and its various barbarian peoples, and thinking Europe and the Greeks
being distinct from them...” This is an earlier division of east and west culture. As the Father of
History, Herodotus’ view had a great impact on Hegel and other philosophers.

After more than 2,000 years’ evolution, “the West” has become a concept with a fixed
meaning in different periods. In terms of its geographical, economical and political sense, the West
refers to Europe and Northern America including the United States and Canada. Being observed
from the perspective of history of European culture, the West can be divided into three cultural
systems, (i) the system of Mediterranean Sea, which is the origin of western culture; (ii) the system
of Western Europe, which is the main part of “the Atlantic Culture;” (iii) the system of Eastern
Europe. In fact, the three cultural systems had gradually integrated since the Renaissance, and
consisted of a big realm of western culture. Apart from Europe, western culture also includes
Northern America and Australia, which could be seen as the fourth component of western culture.

In a nutshell, the West mainly refers to the cultural pattern which originates from the Greek
and Roman culture and takes modern industries as its economic modes. Besides, its people

generally believe in Christianity.

1.2 What Is Culture?

When it comes to the word “culture,” what will you think of? The word “culture” has many different
meanings. For many people it refers to an appreciation of good literature, music, art, and food. For
a biologist, it is likely to be a colony of bacteria or other microorganisms growing in a nutrient
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medium in a laboratory Petri dish. Defining culture is a really tough job, because scholars have diverse
understandings of it. However, for anthropologists and other behavioral scientists, culture is the
full range of learned human behavior patterns. The term was first used in this way by the
English anthropologist pioneer Edward B. Tylor in his book Primitive Culture, which was
published in 1871. Tylor said that culture is “That complex whole which includes knowledge, belief,
art, law, morals, custom, and any other capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of
society.” Since Tylor’s time, more than 200 different definitions have come up, but this concept of
culture has become the central focus of anthropology.

Culture is a powerful human tool, and meanwhile it is quite fragile. It is constantly changing
and easily lost because it exists only in our minds. Our written languages, buildings, and other
man-made things are merely the products of culture. They are not culture in themselves. For
instance, the broken pots and other artifacts of ancient people that archaeologists uncover are only
material remains. But they reflect cultural patterns—they are things that were made and used
through cultural knowledge and skills. American linguist Levine (1993) has compared culture to an
iceberg, most of which is hidden underwater. Culture hides more than it reveals. Language, food,
and appearance are aspects clearly visible to us. However, communication styles, beliefs, attitudes,
values, perceptions, etc., are interacting beyond our conscious awareness.

Generally speaking, there are three levels of culture that are parts of our learned behavior
patterns and perceptions. Most obviously, it is the body of cultural traditions that distinguish our
specific society. When people speak of Chinese, French or Canadian culture, they are referring to
the shared language, traditions, and beliefs that set apart each of these peoples from the others. In
most cases, the reason why people share our culture is that they were raised by parents and other
family members who have it.

The second level of culture is a subculture. In complex, diverse societies in which people have
come from many different parts of the world, they often retain much of their original cultural
traditions. As a result, they are likely to be part of an identifiable subculture in their new society.
The shared cultural traits of subcultures set them apart from the rest of their society. Examples can
be easily found in ethnic groups in the United States such as Vietnamese Americans, African
Americans, and Mexican Americans. But in such a society, a subculture and the dominant national
culture might have influence upon each other. As days wear on, the cultural differences between
their members blur and eventually disappear. The subculture ceases to exist except as a group of
people who claim a common ancestry.

The third level of culture consists of cu/tural universals. These are learned behavior patterns
that are shared by all of humanity collectively. No matter where people live in the world, they share
these universal traits. Although all cultures have these and possibly many other universal traits,
different cultures have developed their own specific ways of carrying out or expressing them. For
instance, people in all cultures have their tabooed utterances toward others by calling them animal

names with abusive meanings. However, these animal names are diverse in different languages.
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1.3 Cultural Logic of Westerners

Cultural logic refers to the established thought pattern and cognitive style based on the logical
system in a culture. It is the maincenter of cultural behaviors, which means all kinds of cultural
phenomena are directly related to the logic behind culture. To some extent, the social world is an
ecological complex in which individuals personally embody cultural meanings and knowledge—both
linguistic and non-linguistic—via commonly accessible semiotic structures. This interpersonal
ecology bridges realms which are the subject matter of both anthropology and linguistics. It allows
the public maintenance of a system of assumptions and counter-assumptions among individuals as
to what is mutually known, in general and in any particular context. The mutual assumption of
particular cultural ideas provides human groups with common premises for predictably convergent
inferential processes. This process of people collectively using effectively identical assumptions in
interpreting each other’s actions is termed cultural logic.

The ancient Greek logic system had an unparallel influence on western culture and thought
pattern. The Greek philosopher Aristotle is the idea collector of Greek logic, which is of great
significance towards the development of Western cultures. Aristotle’s most famous achievement as
a logician is his theory of inference, traditionally called the syllogism. That theory is in fact the
theory of inferences of a very specific sort: Inferences with two premises (i.e., a major premise and
a minor premise), each of which is a categorical sentence, having exactly one term in common, and
having as conclusion a categorical sentence the terms of which are just those two terms not shared
by the premises. According to Aristotle, each of the premises is in the form “All A are B” and “No
A are B,” which are termed universal propositions; or “Some A are B” and “Some A are not B,”
which are termed particular propositions. Each of the premises has one term in common with the
conclusion: In a major premise, this is the major term (i.e., the predicate of the conclusion); in a
minor premise, it is the minor term (the subject of the conclusion). For example:

Major premise: All men are mortal.
Minor premise: All Greeks are men.
Conclusion: All Greeks are mortal.

Each of the three distinct terms represents a category. In the above example, “mortal” is the
major term; “Greeks,” the minor term. The premises also have one term in common with each other,
which is known as the middle term. In this example, “men” is the middle term. Both of the
premises are universal, as is the conclusion.

Another example is as follows:

Major premise: All mortals die.
Minor premise: Some men are mortals.
Conclusion: Some men die.

Here, the major term is “die,” the minor term is “men,” and the middle term is “mortals.” The

major premise is universal; the minor premise and the conclusion are particular.

Aristotle’s logic reveals as well as represents the striking feature of western thought, which is
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to extract identity from universal things, and evolve it
into laws. This principle judged by identity has become the
mainstream of western rationality.

In addition to the ancient Greek logic system, western
thought pattern is also greatly influenced by another
logic—divinity logic. Western culture at a given time was
affected by the governing class. In its evolution, the
medieval divinity logic is a special period, in which the
Western cultural logic served Christian divinity and
became a tool for divinity education. Although the
divinity logic had been a part of history, it would not

disappear as a tradition and has an inherent link with

western thought in reality.

Aristotle (384 BC-322 BC)

1.4 What Is Etiquette?

The French word éfiguette used to mean “keep off the grass.” It was in the 18th century that
French King Louis XIV used to invite people to his palace for parties and festivals. His gardener at
Versailles was faced with a serious problem: He could not stop members of the nobility from
trampling about in the delicate areas of the King’s garden. He finally attempted to dissuade their
unwanted behavior by posting signs in French called “etiquette” which warned them to “Keep off
the grass, don’t walk on the flowers.” However, the dukes and duchesses walked right past these
signs. When this course of action failed, the King himself had to issue an official decree that no one
could go beyond the bounds of the signs. Later, the name “etiquette” was given to a ticket for court
functions that included rules regarding where to stand and what to do.

Over time the word “etiquette” has evolved, which came to mean all the little signs that help
us know what to do in new and different situations. And in even more time, etiquette came to mean
all the things we do to help us get along better with those we meet in our daily lives. Etiquette, or
manners, guides us through all of our activities. Moreover, it lets us present ourselves with
confidence and authority in all areas of our professional and personal life.

Has etiquette changed much over the years? Certain aspects of it yes, but the basic definition
of it remains unaltered. Related words that were published in 1967 by Funk & Wagnalls, quoted
from the book The Emily Post Book of Etiquette From Young People written by Elizabeth L. Post,
“Believe it or not, etiquette—or good manners, if you like that phrase better—is one of those basic
principles. Rules of good behavior have been built up over hundreds of years; worthless ones are
continually being discarded and those proven to be useful are kept and improved upon.”

Indeed, etiquette codes prescribe and restrict the ways in which people interact with each

other, based on respect for other people and the accepted customs of the society. Modern etiquette
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codifies social interactions with others, such as: Greeting relatives, friends and acquaintances with
warmth and respect; offering hospitality to guests; responding to invitations promptly; accepting
gifts or favors with humility and to acknowledge them promptly with thanks (e.g., a thank-you
note); refraining from insults and prying curiosity; avoiding disturbing others with unnecessary
noise; contributing to conversations without dominating them; offering assistance to those in need;
eating neatly and quietly; wearing clothing suited to the occasion; comforting the bereaved;
following established rules of an organization upon becoming a member; arriving promptly when
expected; etc.

Etiquette evolves within culture, so it is determined by culture. Conversely, etiquette also
reflects and modifies culture. They have a close relationship and cannot be separated from each
other. For instance, the major legacy of divinity logic we have mentioned in the above section is
known as Christianity. Nowadays, many taboos in western culture are intimately connected with it.
It illustrates why westerners regard 13 as an unlucky number, why they do not say God’s name
directly, and so on. In the following chapters you will learn more about modern etiquette and

culture in western societies.

¢ Vocabulary e

Persian /'pa:fan/ a. of or relating to Iran or its people or language or culture 7% #7 49 n. a native or
inhabitant of Iran &7 A

barbarian /ba:bearion/ a. without civilizing influences ¥ % 49 n. a member of an uncivilized
people ¥ T A

Herodotus /hi'rodotes/ the ancient Greek known as the father of history; his accounts of the wars
between the Greeks and Persians are the first known examples of historical writing (425
BC-485BC) (A%) # % 31k, $HMALFER

Mediterranean /medito'reinion/ a. of or relating to or characteristic of or located near the
Mediterranean Sea b 7 i

Renaissance /rineisns/ n. the period of European history at the close of the Middle Ages and the
rise of the modern world; a cultural rebirth from the 14th through the middle of the 17th
centuries X 7 £ 3%

Christianity /krist { i'@niti/ n. a monotheistic system of beliefs and practices based on the Old
Testament and the teachings of Jesus as embodied in the New Testament and emphasizing the
role of Jesus as savior Z 4

Petri dish /'pi:tri 'dif/ a flat dish with a lid, used in laboratories for producing cultures of microorganisms & 7 1.

anthropologist /.enfra'polad3ist/ n. social scientist who specializes in anthropology A% % &
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archaeologist /,a:ki'slodzist/ n. a scientist who studies prehistoric people and their culture % & % ¥

semiotic /,si:miotik/ a. of or relating to the study of signs and symbols as elements of communicative
behavior 45 49

assumption /o'sampfon/ n. a statement that is assumed to be true and from which a conclusion can
be drawn fRiX

inference /'inforans/ n. the act of drawing conclusions about something on the basis of information
that you already have #£22, it

syllogism /'silod3izom/ n. a kind of logical argument in which one proposition (the conclusion) is
inferred from two or more others (the premises) of a certain form =

premise /premis/ n. a statement that is assumed to be true and from which a conclusion can be
drawn A[#%

proposition /propa’zifon/ n. (logic) a statement that affirms or denies something and is either true
or false %A

identity /ai'dentiti/ n. exact sameness 5] — %

rationality /refo'naliti/ n. the quality of being consistent with or based on logic 32 %

medieval /medi'i:val/ a. relating to or belonging to the Middle Ages P #4269 (£ 2~ 7 1000 |
1450 %)

divinity /di'viniti/ n. the rational and systematic study of religion and its influences 7% % a. of the
nature of religious truth 7% 5 4%

trample /'treempl/ v. tread or stomp heavily or roughly 3%, &

decree /di’kri:/ n. a legally binding command or decision entered on the court record 74~

codify /'kodi.fai/ v. organize into a code or system &=+« sk, ¥

acquaintance /o’kweintons/ n. a person with whom you are acquainted 481249 A, 22X L

humility /hju:'militi/ n. a disposition to be humble # 4%

bereaved /bi'Ti:vd/ a. sorrowful through loss or deprivation #% % % A49

¢ Exercises o

I . Translation
Directions: In this part there are 10 words or phrases in English. Please translate them into

Chinese.
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