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Preface




Ma Gaihu

Qinan and I were enrolled in the Art Department of Northwest Military and Political University in 1949 at the beginning of our new life and have been teaching and
making sculptures in the same University after we graduated. In the past over sixty years, We’Vq'aﬁever been separated no matter study or work. We've participated
in a three-year sculpture training program hosted by a Soviet Union expert Nick Dulinhoff in 1956, We've been to Long Men and Maiji Mounain to do research
and to imitate excellent ancient sculptures in 1959, in the year of 1964, we've been to Yan’an to finish the group sculpture “Three big Main Forces Triumphantly
Joining” with Mr. Lin Shiyue, We've also led our students to Tibet to do sculpture for the “Achievement Exhibition on the 60th Anniversary of the Establishing
Tibet Autonomous Region” in 1957, we’ve joined together in Beijing for the sculpture of Chairman Mao’s Memorial in 1976. We not only teaching Sculpture
knowledge and techniques but also made teaching aids for our students, together with Prof. Zhang Shuying, based on people’s feature from northwest China. We've
discussed how to form a teaching model mainly based on our traditional excellent sculptures, all of these things I can’t forget just like happened yesterday. We support
each other in good or bad times and our friendship is deeper than brothers which are beyond expressions.

In the past 50 years, Qinan has done a lot of work for the establishing of Shaanxi Sculpture Institution, where later became a gathering place for excellent experts in
Shaanxi sculpture field. At the same time, he has also made great contributions to the establishing and development of Sculpture Department of Xi'an Academy of
Fine Arts. He worked hard not only in sculpture teaching and research, but also in cultivating art intellectuals. In his term as the president of XAFA, his diligence,
cautious & conscientious has known to all in the development, moving to the current campus, teaching and research.

Qinan was diligence in his work and full of passion in creation of sculptures. In the late 20 years, after his retirement, Qinan has more free time to devote to his
creation. Despite the fact that he was in his 60s with a bad physical condition, even undergone several big operations, he hasn’t stop work, on the contrary, he ignored
his physical conditions but to create many excellent large-scale urban sculptures in this period.

Qinan has special interests in ancient historical figures and their stories. He has created many excellent sculptures with strong characteristics, such as, “Statue of Sima
Qian” , “Statue of Monk Xuan Zang” , “Imperial Envoy Zhang Qian to Western Regions” , “Statue of Famous Doctor Bian Que” , and the group sculpture
"Soul of Poetry” , “Poetry Gorge” based on famous poets in Tang Dynasty. In his late few years, with the deterioration physical condition, he has still organized
and led creation group for the stone group sculpture which portrait hundred historical famous figures “Soul of China”  that will be displayed on the Yellow River
tourist area in Zhengzhou. At present, this giant project started 3 years ago is still under construction. Every time I saw him devoted in the creation of clay design draft
for sculptures or discussed about creation ideas and expression forms with other members, I was worried about his bad physical conditions, but at the same time, I was
moved by his strong will and calm attitude facing his illness. He has never stopped his creation no matter in his early years busy with administration works or in his late
years with bad physical conditions, therefore, he has formed his distinctive personal style and modeling features which inspired us.

Qinan was diligent at work. He has not only dedicated himself to sculpture, but also cared for his students with a belief that teaching and learning benefits each other.
He was holding the following titles outside campus: director of China Artists Association, executive director of China Sculpture Association, committee member
of National Urban Sculpture Art Committee and so on. He has never forgotten his duty as a leader, professor and sculptor. He was willing to give warm help and
guidance to his students or colleagues on their creation or evaluation of urban sculptures or their personal life problems.

I can safely say that Qinan was one of the excellent leaders in Shaanxi sculpture field.

I'm glad to know that Qinan’s sculpture catalogue will be published soon, as his classmate and colleague; moreover, as his elder brother, I wrote this preface in the

hope that Qinan’s sculpture dream transferred into immortal masterpiece of art.
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