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General Introduction

Having taught IELTS preparation courses in China for eight years, I am familiar with the main
problems students face when preparing to take the writing module. This book aims to help students
deal with these problems. Chapter 1 examines the format of the writing module, the assessment
criteria, and the common problems that students face. Chapter 2 looks at the requirements of the
writing module in terms of the use of grammar and various parts of speech. The next three chapters
demonstrate how to write reports, letters, and essays for the IELTS writing module. The final
chapter contains sample and model answers.

One thing that students often say to me is that they do not know what to write about in
Task 2. I believe this is often a result of a lack of reading. Students need to take responsibility
for finding out what is going on in the world and why things are happening. [ have met many
students who are studying, or want to study, international trade, yet know hardly anything about
how WTO membership will affect China. People living in Chinese cities often complain about
traffic problems, but the only solution they offer is to use cars less, without thinking how this could
actually be achieved. Students need to read newspapers and find information on the Internet, which
could help them with the issues they may have to write about in Task 2. Remember that the ideas
and vocabulary in this book need to be supplemented with others.

It is clear to me that students usually leave things until the last minute. Students do not give
themselves sufficient time to prepare for the test. Also, they often do not practise enough by
writing reports, letters, and essays. Unless you are using your English every day to do a variety of
writing tasks, you can’ t improve your English by much in less than three months. UCLES, which
developed the IELTS test, says that it takes 3 months of study, in an English-speaking environment,
to improve by one band score. If going abroad is so important, you need to devote more time to
actually preparing for IELTS in an intelligent manner.

Students find it so easy to blame others or complain about their difficult situation when
they have problems preparing for the IELTS test. Students love to get online after their tests and
complain about the cruel examiners. They need to remember that ultimately the responsibility
lies with the student. Get out and meet people and start using your English rather than blaming
everyone and everything else for your inability to do well. If you don’t want, or don’t like, to go
out and use your English, then it is clear that you need to rethink your plans to go to live and study

abroad.



Introduction for Teachers

(Students should read this, too!)

As a teacher myself, I was eager to produce a book which would be ‘teacher-friendly’ . The book is
laid out in such a way that teachers will probably be happy to work through the contents of the book in the
same order that they are presented.

Some basic English structures are presented in the second of the book. Remember that this is not a
grammar book and that the grammar and structures contained in the second chapter are really designed
to serve as a reminder for students. Students who cannot manage the structures to a reasonable standard
simply shouldn’ t be in the class!

Deal comprehensively with the test format and criteria so that students know exactly what they are
facing. The first chapter (hopefully!) contains the answers to any questions students may have. The pages
devoted to grammar and structures are designed to ensure that students know what level of English is
expected of them in the test. As I mentioned above, students who struggle with these pages shouldn’ t be
in the class.

The three chapters dealing with report, letter, and essay writing approach the task from the standpoint
of a student sitting the examination — from understanding the question through to writing the conclusion.

Encourage students to be imaginative and thoughtful. The Task 2 topics give students plenty of scope
for original, highly individual answers. Writing in class gives students the feel of working in a controlled
environment, whereas working at home allows them to explore new ideas and check new vocabulary.
Students should also be encouraged to debate issues. Debating issues before meeting them in the test

allows students to test ideas and arguments. -
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Y Chaprer ¥ 4

The Writing Module
‘ EJLI%EEM

, The Format of the Writing Module

The format of the writing module is actually very simple. The module lasts for 60 minutes. It is
strongly recommended that you spend 20 minutes on Task 1 and 40 minutes on Task 2. You may do
Task 1 first or Task 2 first, the choice is yours. The most important thing is to pay attention to the time
remaining. Remember that this time includes time for preparation and time for checking your work.

MR SERRAIP IR F H R, X —F3E 60 4h. RFUEIUA 20 sr4hitfal 52 Task 1, M
40 srehiflE] SE/K Task 2. VRATLLSEA Task 1, tLAT LISl Task 2, XHifR A Sk, REEMFHE
R EARIZACHE . L « 7EX BN AU B EIE, SERARRCE.

.............................................................................................................

Time is not the only factor you must bear in mind. Task 1 must be at least 150 words long. Task 2
must be at least 250 words long. These are the minimum lengths stated by UCLES, who developed
the test.

PRERLFE I EANUERT R, Task 1 XEFE/EE 150 %, Task 2 £/ 250 F, XEMEER

e BE RS A R
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When | was teaching IELTS writing classes, | knew many students who believed that 150 and 250
words were the maximum rather than the minimum. This is completely incorrect! Based on what
students produced in class and for homework, | believe that a Task 1 report or letter should be at
least around 180 words long, whilst a well-developed Task 2 essay should be at least around 300
words long.

e LB SERN, RIFZFEELA 150 FH 250 FRER FHER, MARRMER, X
REERHRN] WFER ERMIRTHSEFRIRE, RAE Task 1 WMEXBFEDSLHF 180F, MM
—RRIEFES ) Task 2 PGS Z A 300 7,

.............................................................................................................

Each candidate receives a four-page answer sheet. Pages 1 and 2 (the front page and left inside
page) are for Task 1, whilst pages 3 and 4 (right inside page and back page) are for Task 2.
Candidates have to write some information (name, candidate number, test centre, date, and module)
on page 1 before the test begins.

BAFA T 4 BB, 51 TN 2 50 (RERAEMNZTT) XS Task 1 3CF, 4 3 i
450 (RNEMATARE) FXE Task 2 &, HiRXFFHEAT, HAELUMES 1 T EHEHLE
B (4. 5. Fildn, BMMERRESG).

Frequently Asked Questions about the Format of the Writing Module

AXBERSESHFANT o

Can | ask the examiner if | don't understand the question(s) in the writing test?

Several candidates report trying this and every time they have not been helped at all by the
invigilators (= the people who hand out and collect the test papers). Note that these invigilators may
not even be examiners!

WRBRAEBEEMA, wTLLE%E 2

AILAFZ NG Zkad X — ok, BEREEAR (MERREMBGEMA) %A hFHE., &
EREFARA—EREEE

What should | do if | need extra pencils and/or paper?
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Raise your hand and ask an invigilator. Do not disturb others by asking aloud.

e B 2l S 0E AT ON 0 A0 A2 f AL 1% "E R
MR I®XTEBIMEEM / B, 125247

RFERWE AR, REXEMR, DRITHAA.

Can | use some paper for making notes?

You can use the question paper. You are not permitted to write on any paper, except the question
paper and the answer sheet. If you do—or if you try to—you may be considered to be cheating.

WA IR B EAEEID, RABBTEIRSHRMEEA L 5T, HAK—FARTF. MRREHML L
Y (SEEHME BT, WReLIERLt.

What happens if | write less than the minimum number of words?

You can expect to receive a lower score than if you had written the minimum. Presumably, UCLES
have investigated how many words would be required to write a reasonably developed answer for
Task 1 and for Task 2. If your answer is shorter than that minimum, you have probably not developed
the data into a report (or information into a letter) (Task 1) or not included sufficient arguments, ideas
and evidence (Task 2).

L B Skl et Bk AN Y0
UMAF I = B

FRHABHCE—E S HRBIRAR AR SCERIME. TLIBAR, SIS %A% A& —E i
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A Interpret

UCLES publishes the meanings of the overall band scores given to students who take IELTS. These
are available, for example, on the official IELTS website. (For a list of this and other useful websites,
see Appendix 2). In the listening and reading modules, the band score is determined purely by the
number of correct answers. UCLES does not publicly specify what the criteria are for the writing and
speaking modules, but it is possible to get a general idea by examining the overall band scores. Also,
it is possible to receive a half band score for all the modules.

LB 3% SO QIR R 0 % 182 L A, AT LATEHE RV 77 MU AR R ol B2 %) (FHSQ R4k
WS MR 2). EWAMEBERIHE T, B0%eh I ERERNBERAE. SIFFREmT%
REREBA /A EEM O EREBERE, HESR B0 L, R LIRE— KB
K. W, B, BEMOEMNMIEIRA 0.5 2B .

Band 9— Expert User 9 /5

ERBESHED

“Has fully operational command of the language: appropriate, accurate and fluent with
complete understanding.”

REBEMAEEN AR A, d, R, EARER,

A candidate will score band 9 for the writing module if the English they produce fulfils the required
task completely. The writing will basically be perfect in terms of organization, method of expression,
grammar and/or vocabulary, and it will get the message across extremely fluently, appropriately and
accurately, throughout the entirety of the two tasks.
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