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expansion. Since it was first established, it has always
reached out to foreign collectors and agencies who
offered valuable items, many of which have been Chinese
art treasures looted by past foreign invaders. The close
partnership affirms China Guardian’s leading position in
the global Chinese art and antiques market and enables it
to boost its presence abroad. For example, look at what
the auction house achieved in the sales of a magnificent
famille-rose eight immortals vase from the Qing Dynasty,
and early Qing Dynasty porcelain ware offered by the
Boston Museum of Fine Arts.

China Guardian acts responsibly to grow its business,
locally and globally. As a major taxpayer, it promises to do
everything in its power to assist in the repairing of ancient
art and relics, and has funded numerous art exhibitions, set
up national scholarships for art students and held a series
of charity sales.

The rapid growth of China Guardian presents in
macrocosm what happed to the Chinese art market, which
hardly existed 20 years ago. The market now registers a

prominently huge increase in sales and content, and gives

an added impetus to such businesses as authentication
and restoration of relics, mass media and conference
organization. More importantly, it affords the collectors an
opportunity to share in that growth.

The book of China Guardian Twenty Years Fine Record:
China Guardian in 20 Years is about a wide range of top-
quality items that the auction house offered between 1994
and 2013. Focusing on the items’ artistic and historical
significance, the collection will present the readers an insight
into how China Guardian has grown in the past 20 years.
We gratefully acknowledge the kind support and the very
generous contributions which have been made over the
years by the artists and collectors , who remain an essential
part of our enduring success story.

We at China Guardian are pound of what we have
achieved. We gratefully acknowledge the generous
assistance provided to us by regulators and experts from
the industry. We must, however, acknowledge the very
generous contributions which have been made over the
years by the artists and collectors, who remain an essential

part of our enduring success story.
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FOREWORD

China Guardian has been China’s premier auction house
for more than 20 years. As it moves towards its goal of
being a world-class auction house, the company stays
committed to art and operates under a value system that
demonstrates equality, fairness, openness and integrity.
It forges ahead to expand its services to meet emerging
customer needs in ways that deliver more value than
expected.

When it was founded in 1993, China Guardian ushered in
a new era for the Chinese auction industry, transforming
the Chinese art and antiques market into an open and
diverse market from a state-run entity. It is the one of the
first joint stock companies rewarded by the authorities
for credible business conduct, and is certified as an AAA
auction company, the highest accolade in the industry.

As businesses grow in an expanding domestic market,
China Guardian has brought expertise and innovation
to the entire industry. It offers both theoretical and
practical experience to regulators for their policy-making
and legislation. It has gained a pre-emption right in the

market, contributed to the return of Chinese antiques

from abroad and introduced an effective asterisk-based
labeling system for items that are prohibited from being
exported. This is how China Guardian has become the
standard industry setter.

China Guardian’s rapid expansion has provided abundant
opportunities to collectors and art institutions, including
the Palace Museum in Beijing and the Shanghai Museum.
They regard the auction house as the major source of their
collections, and have acquired many valuable items, such
as Bamboo and Rock by Shi Tao from the Qing Dynasty,
Calligraphy by Zhu Xi from the Song Dynasty and the
much sought-after Calligraphy by a Sui Dynasty artist
as well as Calligraphy by Emperor Gaozong of the Song
Dynasty, and letters by social celebrities from the Ming
Dynasty.

With a driving focus on traditional Chinese art and
antiques, China Guardian also works to introduce and
present Chinese contemporary art and artists around
the world, as seen in the dedicated sales of Chinese oil
paintings, modern sculptures and various works of art.

China Guardian has achieved much during its global
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organized by brands or by manufacturing year and auction date if they are made by
the same brand. An item, if sold many times, comes with all the prices realized in
chronological order.

The Rare Books and Manuscripts volume covers letters, manuscripts and stone
rubbings. The letters are arranged according to producers’ year of birth; “manuscripts”
refers to the Confucian classics, historical records, philosophical writings and
miscellaneous works; and stone rubbings cover model calligraphy, inscriptions on
ancient bronze and stone tablets, and inscription rubbing and collection of seals. An
item, if sold many times, comes with all the prices realized in ch ronological order.
Chinese Oil Paintings and Sculptures are both arranged according to the artists’ year
of birth. Different works by the same producer are organized according to the date
and sessions of the auction. An item, if sold many times, comes with all the prices
realized in chronological order. If more than two artists contributed to a work, they
are listed in order of importance. Arrangement of works by artists born in the same
year may be slightly adjusted for editing purposes.

In the Stamps, Banknotes, Coins and Bronze Mirrors volume, the stamps range
from the Qing Dynasty, the Republic of China (1912-1949), Liberated Area and the
People’s Republic of China, and each include stamps, envelopes and postcards. The
Banknotes and Coins section is divided into banknotes, ancient coins, machine-made
coins, and gold and silver ingots. Locally issued banknotes follow centrally issued
ones if they are in the same time range; and the machine-made coins are grouped
into gold, silver and copper. Bronze mirrors are organized according to their size and

patterns.

V. The full name of an individual item contains the year of production,
material(s) used, decorative patterns, shape and size and the producer.
Names of certain producers and items are written in the conventional style of

the day.

VI. All items are marked with their production years unless otherwise stated. A

rough time range is added to those items without definite dates.

V1L The Chinese character “f&” is added behind the producer’s name to
indicate that it is not clear whether the work is original, though it is much the

same with the style of the artist.

VIIL “Price Realized” refers to the price for which the item was sold, while items
with only an estimate were not sold. For unsold items that were with an

“Estimate on Request,” no further explanatory note is available.

IX. The pictures in the collection intends to present all the details of the items, but
some calligraphy and paintings may be partially edited due to limited space

or the size of the pictures.
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I. This collection of catalogues provides a comprehensive look at the top-quality

items offered by China Guardian over the past 20 years. It includes only a brief

introduction of the items, in both Chinese and English.

II. The items are noted for their historical and artistic value. Some have been

added due to their particularly strong social impact and diversity.

[11. The collection contains twelve books in seven volumes:

® Classical Chinese Painting and Calligraphy: 2

= Modern and Contemporary Chinese Painting and Calligraphy: 5

® Important Chinese Ceramics: 1

®= Furniture, Works of Art, Jewellery and Important Watches: 1

®= Qil Painting Sculpture & Installation: 1

® Stamps, Banknotes, Coins and Bronze Mirrors: 1

® Rare Books: 1

Each volume contains a preface, guide, and table of contents and the

main body. Master indexes are appended in the 2nd volume of “Ancient

Chinese Calligraphy and Paintings,” and the 5th volume of “Modern

and Contemporary Chinese Calligraphy and Paintings.” Sub-indexes are

appended in the remaining volumes of Chinese calligraphy and paintings.

IV. As a rule, items in each volume are arranged in chronological order, but

some may be arranged in series by type, the producer’s dates or the year in

GUIDE TO THE USE OF THE COMPENDIUM

which they were first sold.

Chinese Calligraphy and Paintings are organized in two parts: ancient and
modern/contemporary works.

Items in each volume are arranged by the artists’ birth year. Different works by
the same artist are organized in series by the date and sessions of the auction.
The items, which have been sold many times, come with all the prices realized
in chronological order. Anonymously produced works are arranged behind
those of the same type or dynasty. Arrangement of works by artists born in
the same year may be slightly adjusted for editing purposes. Each of the seven
volumes is appended with an index. The books give only sizes and quantities of
the main body of Chinese paintings and calligraphy. The text should be taken

as the standard if there is any variation in the dimensions of certain works.

= The Ceramic volume contains porcelain ware and purple clay stoneware. Items

belonging to the same time frame are arranged in a series by type or the artist’s
birth year. In the same type, they are organized by shape and then the auction
date. Different works by the same producer are organized in a series by the
auction date. An item, if sold many times, comes with all the prices realized in
chronological order.

In the Furniture, works of Art, Jewellery and Important Watches volume,
furniture and artworks are arranged in series by type or by the artists’ birth year
if they belong to the same type. Items, if created by the same artist or in the
same time range, are organized by the auction date. The Jewellery is arranged

in series by type or by the auction date if they are the same type. Watches are
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