O8N ToE HEASHERNERILIH H -
; = DEH FHE
| MR K P INE R :

&l 18

EHHRKRFRIE

New College English

PN g T

C 4 -t g & e ) Gy |
KfL i‘ €] 'S E‘(,"'-._,)"‘l

EhR EBHEH

% 50 1B 3 E AR A
WeLssEssimt
oh 3 i1 SHANGHAI FOREIGN LANGUAGE EDUCATION PRESS

www.sflep.com




;”mk“+:§LEEE%ﬁE§ﬁ@§ﬁﬂ@ﬂﬁ
P YR AT A A SMNE

ElkD

RIFEHAE cwmao

Reading Course

4 HB
Student’s Book

48 EfEH#
WE (MHEREEHF)
* B gk A

PIEE
VLo is % & HAR it

4 %4 4t SHANGHAI FOREIGN LANGUAGE EDUCATION PRESS



EEEREE (CIP) i

RRTRRK A SE B BRI A (5) AR WA E G RS — 205
—big: FlSMEBA AL, 2013

CA T RRK 5 ST 38 — R0

ISBN 978-7-5446-3242-3

[. @ 1. O @R ML QUEE— Y — SR —#h
IV. ©H319.4

PEBRAEBECIPEMEZ T (2013) 50457265

HARA1T: 585 oMMEITHF AR FE
C @ ShEE AR ) B4 : 200083

52} 1d: 021-65425300 (&AHL)
H,F-HEFE: bookinfo@sflep.com.cn
[553] Bk: http://www.sflep.com.cn http://www.sflep.com

BHfE4wEE: b1 A9

Ep Bl: HEEEFEIRIFFERL

FF ZA: 787x1092 116 EN3K 1025 FHL 246T 5
|5 R 2013 F ORI MR 2013 4F 9 A 1 AETRI
EN . s o000 W

EH] S: ISBN 978-7-5446-3242-3 / H - 1664
= v: 18.00 1
AR Ve G A B R R R A, T g A A 1 4



InET B

JB5i a) ;
FLLZ HEF s

RE. BRRLIIE

-4 (B K¥) EE (FGLAZ/AF)
EF4= (FIFK) K RBKE)
R3] (A B AR (EBK¥)
& & ()1 K2 AR (FREIFIEAE)
X4 (FHERE) At 7 (€771 b )
x| AR (-2 A%) ¥ OH (FHhk)
x| & E (bt R e K 2E) 2 B Claw )
FMe4a (FFRMAKE) B (FP1lik)
B % (LS EIEAY) EE% (B B k%)
AIFR (EKKE) B (B TS Ko )
KE L (PEARKS) AL (SR T K%)
K & (AR K2F) EET (PREKH)
FH#E (FEBHE K R (Herh R K%)

=% (TR K¥)



i

ol

(EFRURFERE ) RINEMERT LR, @4 THttav.

(LW AFEIE ) RINVHEMIRTEIIMNER A S, ERSHE . MESIHH -
BHA, ZEAH, MRAK, BTLAFEREMM, B—EEAEHEM CEERB . #on
FM, HAHBARE) . ZEUARRMG (B2 af . B, BES) MMEESI R~
KB SEARIL A

BHMOREFE R SIEMEHFRENHE, #ERE KA LIRS
K, BEEH FREHE ET24 LVLEMA 523, AR THELE S 5L LaEE 4
WG TR B M IOESE A N AR, SUHEVRAE S, b4 a2 . LM
3 P RE R SGEA RO T O Sk A T 15 B S -

MR (KFIGERBEFER) K5, HRFEEREN —RERMEEHER
BRI .

HMRERHEFHHE . TORREREIMEHE P KM BRENTZERNS
R, RSN, B9 EE TR S T R A R B SR PR R & TR A
&, 223, E%ESAEF e R E BT ENIA K LE .
B, e, BATHLRI. iE, BfTEM . ST, M. AEMRA T EPISFRECE
BZ KA X (eclecticism) FEFHE S

BMESRIZ:

1. 8RBT REHFATRI/MERFEREFEA, BF D ZHREM L EARRS]
i, MATREESHERRMNAEFR, METFENMERFIMESRE. BT
A Z (BB . (BX— R — A, EREE & . &I A AR ma A
Ao sesh, EFRAIAERER RN, RFESRIEEGIREE AR, 25
('

2. REBFEEAE¥ET, RN ERAESTEAFEHTN ESIEM. BUPRTHATH
F—RABHREFFMT RIS —RFCA R . B TIREHY, HmE
REANSEERIM T, NG T2 A S AR TE M 05 2y i 2 2] g

3. FENNSENT . GRS, FEAMB A B REN AN, Ak
B ERIGENBEIE. IAMURRFIGHERBASOMRAER,. EERESHK
FESEF] . TENTE. MEErsMEE], iR, SHHOLERES, S
LAk, Wr—EBiES ZME AR, B, WAUE RN, W ERT . KB
BE. B¥FEEE—RIN D EAMY BRI, ARemEEF AN, #, . 5. &
H9 5L FHRE S -

4. EAGRIGEN R ISR SOUAM AR A ZH . EIOEFHE . §H X

LGl |



F. BIAARE, BALR; Bz, URMBSEAFNE, BERARREE —EH
H; R, BB EEROE.

5. FEArE BT A W Ik F R SR M E PR SCIURR S B . KETOBRIRBEAR (R
—[ VA S AR, WRRTEAIN, THRER bW ERBFERE, A TEERAX
tE. B, B SCETE R AR R T A AR A R R T

6. ETHE— (LHFAERE) FHE BT —FEER. EEEE SR
WP EREA , DMERETEIRGE T, B ST IS0 AT o it & Fh a) &6 o
B, FE AR FREECETN . AR AR R OT S % ERINA — R L

7. AT WA R FHREFAE S N AHRE S &, BRI E A i 55 3R 7 FSERR
Wk, WMEEWER: B RERAZEE 73X, 40 pair work, group discussion, debate
%, dURH “1£%" A3\ (task-based approach) .

8. HIEFI¥ASIMKFEIIEN, AEHANELERTE, BRTHESHEPEHEE —E
FORARLI, AEFERA W%, BEEE (FEHE) PSR, XEEER
i T Test Yourself, LLHFRh2FA4 PR A B

HHIERWT:

(RHUKERTE ) RVIEM 4T E (& BEEREEAR ) R R5E (BT
HERFHBMBHFERY) B4R, ME¥EST 2% LAERMERME . #0R%EE. M
A A A A

YR HHA i DL T B AL -

LREHRR Q—ofth) (b8 It R

Wr iR (1—ofit) (Bt e 14~ 02 %)

(8] BETE (B AS) (1—o6fHt) (Ffiit k8 4~ 3oc4l i)

[ RO GE A (1—o6itt) (B8 4~ BRI AR)

PR ) (1—6ft) (R 8 AN B4 k)

EARRHED, | E TR AR, S—oH it B R R B R i A
/. /T =FhEAR g A 0 &% [ E & —M. BaaInE T —&, 43R4
SEHH.

LA, PR ACA HHAAMP 355 AR IR (R, PRk R A L AL Bh2E ok
5. BRbREpl st SHARNECH HUTF N GRS T e S hA A B FEE) .

(2FIUKFHEIE ) RIIEM A FLE, 23T 2ERRITANEEE, %
[EHFI A E REFERARFINELEM . TERHFEHE “TE" BRI B L
BEESFHE A" ERRHEA . HRIG2003FE BT RFEM —FL. 2012
F, XEHMBUIEHER + o0 HaESFHEARERGRE

SR, BHUTEHES, HETRMAABFREX HFEEEALE TERNZEL, KER
ZY. BUf . S EIER L, EFEHK T RS b m Rt HEUCERE
IR, 1K B PR A K2 IR B el 2 9 H4F [ AR FE BT L IR

i)

3



HEMUATRHIT T (REIOHFRBHFER) |, FAERFERALHRRE LT LA
BHAERIR A M EBREE: BRI T (AXRPRBEFERFEMLZEMINE (2010
—20204F) ) . BT HATHIEH, RO (SFRKFRE) RINBH T T —U0AE
M., SwEAIEIT, 2 EAFbE R E IR M S — PR

AVMEITH SR B R (RFHRERBEHEER) , ERFFH LSS A
Fre R b, Gl 2 E ST, SRR ST B B SE PR T B TR A

ARBITHE LR MBS, BOEWS,; & 4R RRAER; Rt 8
REHAKFFE HRTECAILPREIRIOMNLR ] ; Bt —H S0 R 0 2 SO & A ey
WEGIIE; BRI, MHEMSEFAEREN; &5, MW
7, BEETH., BT+

ARBITH, SEEREALFEARL, AFOSE, XEAHET MEOREEE) .
(GFREHRE) | —aHEL64RRC, HUER 7210, EHEEE30%; HFEBmRapEiEprd
AT E R IE R R 15t R ATREZ M 1 3 Pl N D 6930 7 40 B 25 At o
Fo (UridsdR ) FERI R AR B FOR 950077 72 4 i 47 51 812 50—3 80
7, R TAHRES B, [RIo S — T AR R B A B RGE I . AN
CEER A BB AR 8 T4 (MR ) (RBA) 60%LL i) 3CF R E ik H
M. C(REHR) GEAA) Wk TIFZEMRRHGEE. (RERE) SEFIES¥
EZMAEREN, ABFANTE, &40 T8 LEHRKE, HAEHE T in-
formation transfer 1 gap filling ¥ F A RERIEREN 09T, (EETFH) B%
g, REmE, FESF, £/l WSBIT TECHEEEMR, FE0E% Mg
. WATFHBELRATHS HFEBFTF, LR KERER - ES R
LELRE €% 8

(MR FEE ) (8 W) RIVEM IR EE RS JLRTRE | ERITE AR
PEBEROR KRS BB T R, MR, KUK, miFRy. PEARKE.
PR, WEIGEKRS . KEARFE., BPREREMGMN A F R AR R R
BORHCF TR SRHFE RS TIME. REREMR, EEF, BHES. BR
o= (BRI

B RUBShET, LiESMESCE W AR TE 4 E IF R T KRR [a] 45 A A5 F0 H TR IR
2, WEIIKBEEFROEILMEY, HERANWEIT, RERET AIROKE. 7EkEm
FAZ 5 RERERBER SIS ESHATES, [ A iR af O S8 = #ob $
HEF . BWAEEE, WA RSSO EM R ITRIE S, FORIERESCE R, K
WA — B A HE 8. EAMEHE WA Rt | kBRI L
MAERESH . SHFEEFLHHT TEMTERERRAML L%, ZHERNEMHHE
. R®E., B, BEHETRETLE, KEEE, GREAASZEELFERE202FH
N Anthony J. Ward {8+ S RESM B4 d B2 bl T RB A, Sl et —IF
mftfi 1R RIS e -

Eim FHE

+ EE



ImEEITE

1. mBRE

AHRENETGE T F AR TRAL BEM S HRNEMEL BERFREERS
iz PR TS EMBEREEOES, ¥ RZENFIAmASCIE, Wit 4 m 5y
BEER AR AR S A

2. EPHIESR

KoM, HMBANHEIC, BRIUCAIRREXE, HE24RMEXE. SRTE
FELLTFSAN 4 -

1) BRI CHT A Introduction, LA 224 B 58 BES R R A MRA T SCEREM FEA S
MXNERAVIE T .

2) BRRCPAE R SES#AYRADERARS, UERERSE AR TR
R ARRERS, IXFEA A T AR R R R KT A .

NFHITE R ILEMEMEN (FEEHE) Mxpa s, HEWREEEN
A—EMEEZHRER “@AN” , BRI TRENHXERN “@H” . AWBEX
FEREE A EMARGEN, mERKRE. B, AMEiL. HREHSE, UEFREE
FASCHIREI SR, 9 R ERTE .

4) ATVOMHE TS — B X E 5 A Reading Skills, 235N #AE CZE P08
AR, AR E BR ER), WAl ARSE BN S0 #RNERR A S, nfel B R AR, R
HETHNMEY, FEAEREGERD LTRSS, DEEIFEEINFERBR.

S) ARHRREW R R E D IERB, IERFINTE, SRR, 85 B A B
3], WCSE XRTEREE. BE NS, BRESUEHEH T384ME D R, 4
I BES| S AR WICH — D HEMR, HE S AR, HMREFES . HAK
GRS

B PEMAE BRECE, BRI, RPNUERICHRBIERRR, ANKiF
CHEEAFERRMARR, AEERLHEMMER, FIMNAICHAREERR, FEiE
(A7) AR EAFRR, U E BSREH AR

A HFERCA BT F .

3. XTEIT

ERBAT EEM T LU LA EEESETE—RE P, BT 1 A%, A
il i B E SR R AR S TR I B PR, MRS ZIRE, thiin T — 1Mk

EETGE s



M. ERFER AR SR A RIS, BRXERFSEHWRNEX. EFHA%4IEE K2 E
FETHIERNEERE, EEXEEAT.

FHAMEAIR E o CF RBSHITIRE. BOHITIR . WTRIT2E) #HAT T H#HR,
BT HR, BRIERSETEONE, BIORESERENSE, HEpRER F 3
37 KETHNES ER,

AEM AR ERFEREFRBEBERRES, AEEANRELS. ZNHSHARE (U
WERERIN ) KM, KB, RIER. ARSEET, B3 EEIMNEEE WIS
AR, bR .

& %
20105124

6 R



OO e R

Unit One

1. What Is @ Great BOOKZ ... 1

2. A Love AFFAIr With BOOKS ...t 7

3. BOUVIEROISH e e s e e e e e e e 13
Unit Two

4. AvOIding the ROAA 10 RUIN ..o 19

5. "By June I'll Be as Spiky as a Needle. By Christmas I'll Be a Cushion.” .................... 24

6. A Little Bit of Butter for My Bread: Nutrition in the FUUIe..........cocooevoeivecrcereeenn. 29
Unit Three

7o LYING 1O LIS ...ttt ettt st en 35

8. SEEING IS BEIEVING ..ottt et 4

9. A Case of MULUAl DISTTUST ..o oo 47
Unit Four

10. The Life of the Mind — A Tribute to Two Professors ..., 52

11, SUPEMOMY COMPIEX . oottt ettt n e aenesen 59

12. What We Learn from AnthropoloQy ..o 65
Unit Five

13. How to Win the War on Global Warming ...........co.occooeveeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 70

14. MOVE OVET, POIAE BEAT .......cuveieceviviecieeieietieesseosemsiesceastvsnesssnssasesmsmsesemssinsessssessnssmssnns 78

15. Going Green by EMPoWENNG ChOICE ........ociveiroreeeeeeee st 83
Unit Six

16 AUSTORASE: o aom = e e e e e 87

17. Love AMONG the ONIONS ..ot 94

18. Literacy IS BVEIVENING ..ottt sttt et 99
Unit Seven

19. Internet Wagering: A Growing CONCEIM «......ovovreiriieeeeeteeetee e 105

20. Christmas MOIMING (1) ...t sees s neneeeaen 113
21. Christmas Morning (11)

| Contents VA



Unit Eight

22. Sex, Lies and Conversation: Why Is It So Hard for Men and Women

1O TAlk 10 BECH OMBIZ. ccssmivenssrssissrinmeasossnssiinsssersiesvess shsuvsisnssisivasss sisissssinnivi s sssvisymsss 126

23. Unplugged: The Myth of Computers in the Classroom .........ccccoovieiiceicieciiennnes 133

24. In Search of EINSIEIN'S GEMIUS .....oovoviioceiee e 138
Appendices

S T, 2t 1 ey e 2 T P S TS T e T 7 T ST S P B ST S T, 143

Key to Comprehension Exercise | of the TexXtS.......... oo, 154

(] Contenss |



1. What Is a Great Book?

ntroduction

books.

here is no end to the ki of books. Nor does there

seem to be any end to the making of lists of “great books.”

There have always been more books than anyone could
read. And as they have multiplied through the centuries, more and
more bluc-rib] lists have had to be made.

No matter how long your life, you will, at best, be able to read
only a few books of all that have been written, and the few you do
read should include the best. You can in the fact that the
number of such is relatively small.

The listing of the best books is as old as reading and writing.
The teachers and librarians of ancient Alcindeia’ did it Ouinnlian
did it for Roman education, selecting, as he said, both ancient and
modern classics. In the Pcnuissance’, such leaders of the revival of
learning as “Monione and Froomus made lists of the books they
read.

It is to be expected that the selections will change with the
times. Yet there is a surprising uniformity in the lists which represent
the best choices of any period. In every age, the list makers include
both ancient and modern books in their selections, and they always

Mortimer J. Adler

Books are a major source of knowledge and wisdom. Among the ocean of books
accumulated through the ages, how can we pick out some enduring classics for in-
spiration? Here Mortimer |. Adler provides some guidelines on the selection of great

1. making / ‘'merkrg/ n. BliE; =
3

2. blue-tibbon / "bluriben/ @ —3
5]

3. rejoice /ri'dzors/ vi. REBI B¢

4. Alexandria /lig'zandria/ WH
UK (R R ALERAT)

5. Quintillan /kwmn'tiljon/ B R
(FZBERER)

6. Renalssance /rr'neisans/ 1. XE
BETH

7. Montaigne /mun'tenja/ REGE
ESAR. BOER)

8. Erasmus /i’ rezmoas/ BHHTE
(FZAXEXESE)

OIEE 1



9upto BB L, B E

10. compare to 5--- 8L
11. Don Quixote {£ET#)
12. had {FFITLAF) (£7)

13. Kepler / 'keplar/ FF&#h(EEX
XH¥R)

14. pedantic /pr'dentik/ a #H

)

15. treat of 5@

16. technicality /teknr'kaelot/ n.
R

17. Euchid / ‘jukhd/ BRILEB(EH
B8ER)

18. intelligible /m'telidzabl/ a FTHR
. 3:5)

19. lluminate /1'ljw:mmert/ vi. @
B; BR

wonder whether the moderns are 1 1 the great books of the past.
What are the signs by which we may recognize a great book?

The six [ will mention may not be all there are, but they are the ones

I've found most useful in explaining my choices over the years.
Great books are probably the most widely read. They are not

best sellers for a year or two. They are enduring best sellers. Gone

with the Wind has had relatively few readers coinparcd ©o the plays

of Shakespeare or /0 (Jnivore | It would be reasonable to estimate
that Homer's //i/~ has been read by at least 25,000,000 people in the

last 3,000 years.

A great book need not even be a best seller in its own day. It

may take time for it to accumulate its ultimate audience. The astron-
omer opler' | whose work on the planetary motions is now a classic,
is reported to have said of his book that “it may wait a century for a
reader, as God has waited 6,000 years for an observer.”

Great books are popular, not pedantic . They are not written by

specialists about specialties for specialists. Whether they be philoso-
phy or science, or history or poetry, they treat of  human, not aca-
demic problems. They are written for men, not professors. To read a

textbook for advanced students, you have to read an elementary text-

book first. But the great books can be considered elementary in the «

sense that they treat the elements of any subject matter. They are not
related to one another as a series of textbooks, graded in difficulty or
in the tvohnicaling of the problems with which they deal.

There is one kind of prior reading, however, which does help

you to read a great book, and that is the other great books the author

himself read. Let me illustrate this point by taking Fuclid' s Elements
of Geometry and Newton's Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy.
Euclid requires no prior study of mathematics. His book is gener-

ally an introduction to geometry, and to basic arithmetic as well. The

same cannot be said for Newton, because Newton uses mathematics 0

in the solution of physical problems. His style shows how deeply he
was influenced by Euclid’s treatment of ratio and proportions. His
book is, therefore, not readily inicllizible | even to scientists, unless
Euclid has been read before.

I am not saying that great scientific books can be read without
effort. I am saying that if they are read in a historical order, the effort
Newton and Galileo, so they
in turn help to make Einstein intelligible. The point applies to philo-

is rewarded. Just as Euclid i/funnnates



sophical books as well.

Great books are always contemporary. In contrast, the books
we call “contemporary,” because they are currently popular, last only
for a year or two, or ten at the most. You probably cannot recall the
names of many earlier best sellers, and you probably would not be
interested in reading them. But the great books are never (11100
by the movement of thought or the shifting winds of <1110 and
opinion.

People regard the “classics” as the great |,:s-boons | the great
books of other times. “Our times are different,” they say. On the
contrary, the great books are not dusty remains for scholars to inves-
tigate; they are, rather, the most powo civilizing forces in the world
today.

The fundamental human problems remain the same in all ages.
Anyone who reads the speeches of [).iocthoncs and the letters

of Cicer, or the essays of [i:con  and Montaigne, will find how

constant is the preoccupaton

of men with happiness and justice,
with virtue and truth and even with <.l./;iv  and change itself. We
may accelerate the motions of life, but we cannot seem to change the
routes that are available to its goals.

Great books are the most readable. They will not let you down
if you try to read them well. They have more ideas per page than
most books have in their entirety. That is why you can read a great
book over and over again and never exhaust its contents.

They can be read at many different levels of understanding, as
well as with a great diversity of interpretations. Obvious examples are

' . Children can

all the beauty

]

dhiver's Travels, K and the « 2y y
read them with enjoyment, but fail to find 1.
and significance which delight an adult mind.

Great books are the most instructive. This follows from the fact
that they are original communications; they contain what cannot be
found in other books. Whether you ultimately agree or disagree with
what they say, these are the primary teachers of mankind; they have
made the basic contributions to human thought.

It is almost unnecessary to add that the great books are the most
influential books. In the tradition of learning, they have been most
discussed by readers who have also been writers. These are the books
about which there are many other books — countless and, for the
most part, forgotten.

20. outmode: /aut maud/ vi. fEid B

21.doctrine / ‘doktrm/ n. % ¥
72

22. has-been / "haezbim/ n. (0)i3 Y
HIATH

23. potent / 'pautant/ & 38F P

24. Demosthenes /di'mpsBanizz/ 3K
WA R(HHRENR)

25, Cicero / ‘sisarou/ RS (HE
OEGER. BRR. B%%)

26. Bacon / ‘berkan/ BR(EEEF
)

27, preoccupation /prizokju'perfan/
n &% C

28_stabllity /sta'bilaty/ n. FRTE

29. Gulliver's Travels {i&5|{#iF
ie)

30, Robinson Crusoe { W:RBEFR
i)

31. Odyssey  BIBIE) (£1%)

32.therein /dear'm/ ad. FEX
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Great books deal with the persistently unsolved problems of
human life. There are genuine mysteries in the world that mark the
limits of human knowing and thinking. Inquiry not only begins with
wonder, but usually ends with it also. Great minds acknowledge

33, fortify / ‘fortifar/ v1. 1838 mysteries honestly. Wisdom is (1101 , not destroyed, by under-

standing its limitations.
It is our privilege, as readers, to belong to the larger brother-
hood of man which recognizes no national boundaries. I do not

34 straltjacket [ 'strertdzekat/ n. R know how to escape from the <1/ 11— oo of political nationalism. T
H do know how we become friends of the human spirit in all its
35. manifestation /menxfe'sterfan/ [ostations , regardless of time and place. It is by reading the great
o 2L books.
1158 words

Comprehension Exercises

o Decide on the best choice to answer or complete each of the following.

UNIT |

1.

What is the text mainly about?
A.The making of great books. B. The characteristics of great books.
C. The ways of reading great books. D. The benefits of reading great books.

The lists of “great books” made in different ages

A. were more or less the same

B. recommended more books than anyone could read
C. included both ancient and modern classics

D. served as a guide to one’s reading and writing

. The writer would probably agree that all of the following are enduring best sellers EXCEPT

A. Gone with the Wind B. lliad
C. Don Quixote D. Gulliver's Travels

To better understand a scientific classic, we may first
A. take an elementary course on the book’s subject
B. consult a specialist about the book’s difficulties
C. read some other books that discuss it

D. read some books the author himself has read

People generally feel that “classics” Y
A. can help broaden their minds B. are worth reading over and over again
C. have little to do with themselves D. are beyond their capabilities



6. Which of the following is NOT a sign of a great book?
A. It never goes out of date.
B. It is a best seller in its own day.
C. ltis read by a large number of people.
D. It is within the understanding of common readers.

a Put the following into Chinese.

1. No matter how long your life, you will, at best, be able to read only a few books of all that
have been written, and the few you do read should include the best.

2. But the great books can be considered elementary in the sense that they treat the ele-
ments of any subject matter. They are not related to one another as a series of textbooks,
graded in difficulty or in the technicality of the problems with which they deal.

3. On the contrary, the great books are not dusty remains for scholars to investigate; they are,
rather, the most potent civilizing forces in the world today.

4. Itis our privilege, as readers, to belong to the larger brotherhood of man which recognizes
no national boundaries.

a Fill in each blank with one letter to form a word matching the explanation.

L P capable of being understood

2. fF_ strengthen mentally or morally

3.s the state of being steady

A m___ an act of showing something clearly
through signs or actions

5. P too concerned with book knowledge with-
out regard to common sense

6.d___ a particular principle taught, such as of a
religion or government

P powerful; mighty

8 i explain and show more clearly something

difficult to understand




. TR o S the state of paying attention to one thing so
as to ignore other things
10€.0___ make something no longer fashionable

Choose an appropriate word from the vocabulary pool to fill in the blanks. Make chang-
es whenever necessary.

3 - LR .:L_.', - 'i'-iH.LLh.‘— g by ﬂ
multiply relatively uniformity estimate \
accumulate ultimate intelligible illuminate ‘
contemporary fundamental endure exhaust
diversity instructive original influential
persistently acknowledge privilege manifestation

A love for reading is beneficial for one to acquire knowledge and wisdom. But you need
to know what to read rather than read randomly or indiscriminately especially in this digital era
when books are 1) . Although Mortimer ). Adler is talking about printed books, his
advice on how to choose the “best” books seems to be equally sensible for online reading.
He believes that there is some 2) In great books which can guide our choice of
reading. First they have to be 3) best sellers, most widely read, thus often labeled
as the “classics.” Second, they must address ordinary people rather than specialists. Third, they
have to be “4) " in the sense that they are never outdated no matter what the pop-
ular movement of thought or opinion is. Moreover great books always reflect 5)
human issues. Because of the depth of the thought, the contents of a great book should not
be easily 6) and should allow 7) of interpretations, which means
people can enjoy and understand them at different levels. Like great teachers, dreat
books are also 8) and 9) as they provoke discussion not just among
ordinary readers but also among great writers. In all, Adler believes that great books are the
10) of the human spirit regardless of time and place.

u Questions for discussion.

6 Yy

1. In selecting the best books, the list makers always wonder whether the moderns are up to
the great books of the past. Do you share the same feeling?

2. Do you agree that great books are the most readable? Do you find any difficulty reading a
classic?

3. What are the differences between a classic and a best seller?



