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GENERAL PREFACE

There are numerous historic and cultural cities and towns on the vast territory of this Divine Land; they are the cultural
crystallization of the long history of the Chinese Nation. Since 1982 the State has nominated 101 historic and cultural cities in
successive 4 groups, and in 2003 it again nominated 10 historic cultural town for the first time; now a great number of towns are
enthusiastically applying for the nomination, which explains that the State has raise the protection of historic towns to a new high,
and also reflects that people have got a common view on protecting heritages. Just as famous cities, famous historic towns are
also provided with relatively high cultural, scientific and artistic value, and carry the excellent tradition of varied regions and
nationalities. Quite a few famous towns have fortunately preserved much more cultural remains with distinctive special features,
which are indeed precious. Our country has a vast territory and a great many cities and towns, and the protection and rational
development of historic and cultural towns are well under way without signs of decline. The aim of our editing and publishing of
this Series Picture Albums of China's Famous Historic and Cultural Towns is that we would like, through introducing the historical
and cultural essence of these famous towns and protecting the efforts made for carrying forward traditional culture, to intensify

the strength of the billows and waves in protecting the famous towns.

Ruan Yisan 2004.09
Member of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame

Head of National Research Centre of Historical Cities
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e ancient Town of Zhao Hua
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Famous Town of Zhaohua

Zhaohua is situated in the north of Sichuan and to the south of
Qinling Mountains. The confluence of River Jialing and River
Bailong is seen hereby in result of a Taichi (universe) diagram of
natural landscape. This ancient town is just at the Yang of Taichi
of mountain and water, i.e., surrounded with mountains in three
directions and faced to water in four sides. The old-time courier
route of linniu goes across the town, featured in extraordinary
fengshui (literally translates as * wind-water” , a Chinese
philosophical system of harmonizing the human existence with
the surrounding environment). It has been, since ancient Limes, a
strategic location which * controls Qin (Shaanxi) and Long
(Gansu) and influences Shuba (central and eastern Sichuan)” as
well as a vital town on Shu Road known as “ throat to entire
Sichuan and key to northern Sichuan” . The town is always the
hub for materials exchange by water and on land. a hot spot
subject to contestation by strategists at all times.

In the Period of Spring and Autumn and Warring States, Zhaohua
was the capital city of Marquis Ju State, fief to the younger
brother of King Shu. named Jiameng and also known as Tufei
Town. After Qin conquered Shu and Ba, it set up Jiameng County.
Forefather Liu Bei of Shu Han Kingdom renamed the town
Hanshou County in pray for “eternity of Han's longevity " . Later
on, the town was called Jinshou County and Yichang County in
the Later Jin Dynasty, the Shui Dynasty and the Tang Dynasty. It
was renamed Zhaohua County in the Sth year of the Kaibao reign
(972) of the Song Dynasty, implying “manifestation of imperial
virtue and cultivation of general public mentality” . Since this
time. the name has been used till the time after the founding of the
People's Republic of China. As one of the earliest places under
county administration in the Chinese history, and “County No.1
in Bashu” | the town boasts of a successive history of county
governance of 2244 years, a “living fossil” of the evolution of
local governments in the ancient time of China. In 1959, Zhaohua
County was incorporated into Guangyuan County. The ancient
town of Zhaohua is presently the seat of Zhaohua Town
Government of Guangyuan City. In the 16th year of Jian'an (211)
of the Eastern Han Dynasty. Forefather Liu Bei of Shu Han
Kingdom led an army for garrison in Jiameng and used this place
as the base for the takeover of Chengdu in the south and conguest
of Hanzhong in the north to establish his dynastic foundation.
“Shu Han Kingdom prospers and Jiameng rises.” Zhaohua was
the birthplace of the Shu Han power and the important military
and political post station on the cultural route of Shu Road in the
period of Three Kingdoms. For this reason, it is also called
“Second Capital of Shu State” . Zhaohua is in possession of a
large number of ancient ruins of Three Kingdoms, such as the old
courier route, Jiameng Pass, FeiYi Tomb, Zhansheng Dam,
Tianxiong Pass, Jiangwei Well, Jibai Ferry. Baosanniang Tomb
and other cultural sites under the protection of governments
respectively at national, provincial and city level. They are fully

preserved and look as they were in history, a rare case the nation-
wide. As Mr. Luo Zhewen, expert in cultural relics protection,
says, “The spectacular multitude of Three Kingdom sites in the
ancient city of Zhaohua spotlight the rich connotation of the Shu
Han culture of the Three Kingdoms. They are the important and
equally valuable examples for the political, military, economic
and cultural studies”

The ancient town of Zhaohua covers an area of 0.29km . The three
longitudinal streets and two latitudinal blue-slab lanes of Ming
and Qing Dynasties in the town, preserved quite fully the old-
dated cultural-relic architectures h as ancient roads. passes,
temples, shops, folk residences, ete., and merged the styles of the
southern and northern architectural cultures of China, with well-
organized layout and unique requisites. Longmen Academy, Yixin
Garden. Yihe Hall, Examination Venue, Shiban Street, Bagua
Well, etc., clearly manifest architectural features, living customs,
imperial examination system. and folk culture of the Ming and
Qing Dynasty, which is important carrier for the study of the
county-level culture and economy in the Ming and Qing Dynasty.
The ancient town of Zhaohua attaches great importance to the
protection of history, culture and natural heritage. From 2003, the
town pushes forward the regime-based protection and
management of the ancient city step by step. By implementing the
principles of *focus of protection. utilize reasonably and fortify
management” | the town tries to restore the architectural style of
the ancient town in its full tint. The historical culture gets well
protected and inherited hereby. Due to the appropriate measures
of protection, the ancient city of Zhaohua was well kept in safety
in Wenchuan Earthquake in 2008.

The present-day Zhaohua is highly accessible, noted for its quiet
environment and agreeable scenery, full array of service facilities.
Tourists domestic and international keep coming here to taste
historical culture, enjoy natural scenery. The town of the ancient
pass takes on a new look.
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Ancient of Zhaohua
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In the late years of Eastern Han Dynasty,
Jiameng County moved to Zhaohua, and the
earthen town wall was built. The wall was
enveloped with stone in the reign of Zhengde
(1506-1521) of the Ming Dynasty, with
“ circumference of 482 zhang (zhang is a unit of
length in China, 1 zhang appox. equals to 0.33
meters), height of 2 zhang, bottom breadth of 1.2
zhang, top breadth of 0.8 zhang” , and gates in
four directions. Up to now, the town wall has
been restored by 585m, landscape denoting city
wall of 560m, the preserved town wall of 380m.
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