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Foreword

Historically, the education of nurses followed a strict protocol- Nursing faculty
provided lectures filled with facts and information to nursing students sitting in class-
rooms. These nursing students listened to their teachers, memorized the information,
and took examinations that focused on remembering facts and answering multiple-
choice questions. Unfortunately, upon graduation, these nurses often struggled to ap-
ply the information in actual clinical situations.

Today, there is significant evidence from numerous educational studies that in-
dicate that this lecture- based approach to education does not result in nurses capable
of working as effective health professionals in a complex healthcare system. If the his-
torical approach of lecture and standard examinations does not prepare the level of
nurses we need, is there a better way to educate nurses to work in these healthcare
environments? The theories and research related to problem- based learning and situa-
tional- based teaching using simulation provide nursing faculty and nursing students
with a new approach to teaching and learning.

The educational evidence demonstrates that educating competent and confident
nurses requires interaction between nursing faculty and nursing students. Professor
Yaqing Zhang along with the faculty of Shanghai Jiao Tong University School of Nurs-
ing have embraced this evidence and produced an excellent resource for nursing facul-
ty and students alike. Drawing from the experiences of nursing schools around the
world as well as more than ten years of Jiao Tong’s School of Nursing’s own experience
in problem- based teaching, the authors provide a comprehensive foundation of tutori-
als on situational teaching, problem-based learning, and simulation through the use
of clear examples and evaluation tools. To encourage and assist faculty, cases are
provided for use in different nursing courses including Introduction to Nursing,
Health Assessment, Medical & Surgical Nursing, Maternal & Infant Nursing, Pedi-
atric Nursing, and Mental Health Nursing. Supplementary materials are also provided
to assist faculty to become comfortable with these proven teaching strategies and maxi-

mize learning outcomes. In addition, a companion textbook is provided for students.
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A very important aspect of “Nursing Tutorial on PBL- Situation- Simulation” is
the approach taken to developing and using debriefing, evaluation, and practice.
Ultimately, whether using task trainers, computer-based simulations, low-fidelity
simulations or high- technology simulations, these three elements are the core of ef-
fective teaching and learning. The authors are experienced and well- qualified individ-
uals who provide the readers with the information and tools to improve nursing educa-
tion and enhance the quality of nursing graduates. By using these texts, faculty in
schools of nursing will be prepared for using simulation and students will be prepared
to interact with each other and the faculty in a positive educational environment. In
this way, nursing students will not only become highly competent new nurses but they
will build the skills for life- long learning. Upon graduation, these nurses will go into

the workforce and improve the outcomes for the patients and communities they serve.

Mary E. Mancini, RN, PhD, NE-BC, FAHA, ANEF, FAAN

Professor
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