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PREFACING THE TOAST, “OUR HOST AND HOSTESS”

Gentlemen:

I think you will all agree with me when I refer to this
occasion as one of those few bright events in ordinary
life that release us from our business cares and afford us
opportunities to unbend and mingle in cheerful recreation
with our esteemed friends. I am sure that we all need a
stimulus of this sort after a season of drudgery at the desk
or counter, in order to clear away the dust and cobwebs
from our brains, to revive our social natures, and to develop
our finer sentiments. When I look around this generous
board and see so many friendly faces, my heart warms, and
there- comes bubbling up the desire that these happy-
reunions might be more frequent. But while I rejoice with
you that the hour has been a triumph of social enjoyment,
we should indeed be guilty if we forgot those to whose
thoughtful care and hospitality we are indebted for it, and
I, therefore, have no hesitation in asking you to pledge.to
them our warmest regards while I propose the healths of
“our excellent host and hostess.”
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2 RESPONSES TO THE TOAST, “OUR QUESTS”
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AFTER-DINNER RESPONSES TO
THE TOAST, ‘““OUR GUESTS”

"~ Mr. Chairman.: .

It is with much diffidence that I rise to respond to
this toast, for the reason that many of your guests on thig
occasion are far better qualified for the task than I myself.
But let me assure you, sir, and the members of this society,
that I am deeply impressed with the elaborate manner of
this reception and the umniform courtesy that has been
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extended o us during our brief sojourn among you. We
feel far more than words can express and I know that I
am but voicing the sentiment of our party when I say
that the recollection of this visit will remain with us, a

green spot in our memory, as long as life shall endure.

Be pleased to receive, sir, from each and every one of
us, our unqualified thanks for the many courtesies we have
received from the members of this society, as well as our
profound assurances of regard and esteem, and should
circumstances ever permit, it will afford us unbounded
satisfaction to reciprocate, in our own home and at our

own board, the kindness we have experienced” at yoﬁr ;
hands.
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4 SPEECH AT A WEDDING
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SPEECH AT A WEDDING

Ladies and Gentlemen:

To-day we assemble at this hall to witness an event of
: exéeptional significance, the union of Mr. Lee Tih-san and
Miss Mary Hsu in wedlock. As friends and relatives of the
bridegroom and the bride, we are filled with sentiments of
unusual rejoicing because we see before us the unmis-
takable signs of a very successful marriage.

As Principal Witness of this wedding, I am expeoted to
say a few words on this memorable occasion. Apart from
congratulating the new couple on their wisdom in the choice
of so worthy a husband in the one case and so worthy a
wife in the other, 1 rejoice to be able to say authoritatively
that the marriage that is being celebrated by us is
one which is bound to mark a new epoch of personal
happiness and social usefulness of the bridegroom and
the bride.

Both are well educated, both are well known for their
exemplary conduct at home and in society, and both are
in tip-top physical condition. With such remarkable
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qualities of body, mind, and heart, they will no doubt
make their new home the happiest abode on earth, and
when each has the privilege of seeing the inspirational
example of the other, they will certainly not fail to make
themselves increasingly useful to society.

Ladies and Gentlemen: I feel sure that I am voicing
your sentiments when T say that we wish the new couple
every success and happiness and a long lease of married
life.
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6 THE BRIDEGROOM’S RESPONSES
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THE BRIDEGROOM’S RESPONSES

Ladies and Gentlemen.:

You have kindly called upon me to say a few words on
this solemn occasion. The art of making speeches seems a
lost art to me to-day as I am overwhelmed with mixed
sentiments. The bride and I are exceedingly obliged to you
for your various courtesies and kindnesses to make this oc-
casion a memorable one.. You have been good enough to
bestow on us a large number of gifts. While thanking you
for these tokens of hearty congratulation, we think you have
been too considerate in having incurred the expenses which
the gitts entailed. Words fail me in my effort to express
my sentiments of sincere thankfulness to you all.

Another consideration that is uppermost in my mind
is the consciousness that my spouse and I myself have
taken upon our shoulders the heavy burden of making an
ideal home in which our ideals may be realized. That
conjugal responsibilities carry with them the demand for the
best efforts which our intellectual and moral qualities will
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enable us to put forth is a fact.that is generally admitted.
In the past you have been exceedingly kind in the way of
giving sound advice, and we hope that this friendly service
will not only be maintained but will be increased in the

years to come in order that we may better fulfil the duties
of our married life.

Will you all be good enou‘gh to pay a visit to the bridal
chamber in order to see the collection of presents and the
bridal trousseau, and there by means of a warm handshake
assure us of the continuance of your friendly guidance and
co-operation?
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THE BRIDE’S RESPONSES

(The bride who at first refused to give a speech finally
yields to persuasion and speaks.)
Ladies and Gentlemen:

I think there is little for me to add to what my spouse
has already said. We feel keenly the weight of the debt of
gratitude which we owe you for your kind presence and for
the numerous gifts which you have so kindly bestowed on
us. We are like travellers on a ship sailing on an uncharted
sea. We need your advice and guidance, and we have
no doubt that you will do your utmost to favour us with

your valuable instructions as the years roll on. Ladies and
Gientlemen, accept our hearty thanks.
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SPEECH AT A WOODEN WEDDING

Ladies and Gentlemen:

An occasion like this is eminently calculated for the
reception of congratulations. Here are two hearts that
have beat as one for fully five years without desiring to be
two again. Five years! Ask them how long it seems, and
they will tell you— five months! Fortunately the calendar
attests the truth of the record, and if any further proof is
necessary, we offer in evidence their three curly-headed
children, the largest four years old. Why this should be
called a wooden wedding I don’t know. None of us is
willing to confess being a blockhead, and it would be
dangerous to insinuate that our excellent host and hostess
are either sappy or wooden-headed, gnarly or knotted in
disposition.

Well, I suppose wood has its uses, and if on this
occasion it tends to unite in warmep friendship our host
and hostess and their gusts, it serves a good purpose, and
leads us to look forward with hope to the next important
anniversary of their married life—the #in wedding of five
years hence. May we all be there.
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VII

SPEECH AT A SILVER WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

(On the Presentation of a Silver Cup in Celebration

of Mr. and Mrs. Wang’s Silver Jubilee)

Mr. and Mrs. Wang:

To-day is indeed a great day for you and a great day
for us. We know you are rejoicing, and we too rejoice
because we share your joyous sentiments and we rejoice for
your sake. A happy career of twenty-five years of suc-
cessful matrimony is indeed eminently worth celebrating.

As your sincere friends and well-wishers, we congratu-
late you, Mr. and Mrs. Wang, for having lived up to the
high ideals of married life. Your common struggles, your
united sacrifices, your mutual love and sympathy under all
conditions and under all circumstances have elicited the
repeated eulogies of your host of friends while your indefa-
tigable zeal and strenuous efforts to bring up your children
and train them in habits and ways that make for good
citizenship are well-known to your admirers. It is therefore
with great pleasure and pride that we present you on this
auspicious occasion of your silver wedding anniversary with
a silver cup inscribed with the four characters ¢ Wealth,
Distinction and Long Life.” Be pleased, dear Mr. and Mrse
Wang, to accept this humble token of our esteem and
affection.
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VIII

ADDRESS ON BEHALF OF GUESTS AT A BIRTHDAY
ANNIVERSARY RECEPTION

Mr. Lung Shouw Tang:

On behalf of the guests here assembled, I presume to
take the liberty of saying a few words in order to express
the sentiments with which our hearts are filled on this most
auspicious occasion. It is the national characteristic of the
Chinese people to offer instinctively their homage to old age.
Mr. Lung, you have lived threescore years; and your life
has been filled with noble thoughts, uplifting words, and
great deeds. We, who are here to-day, have all felt the
tremendous influence of your wonderful personality. In
you we have found a true friend whose friendship never
changes and whose goodwill is as spontaneous as it is
generous.

Great indeed is our joy to see that you not only
understand the principles of eternal youth but have actually
been applying these principles. Indeed no one asked to
guess your age is prepared to say that you have crossed
the fiftieth milestone on the journey of life. You have
lived the life of a noble citizen, of a social reformer, and of
an angel among your home folks. In you we have found
so many noble qualities personified.

Dear Mr. Lung, accept our most heartfelt congratula-
tions on this occasion of the celebration of your sixtieth
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birthday. Rest assured that our sincere regard and
esteem for you and your deeds will be strengthened and
magnified as the years roll on. Continue to guide us as you
have done in the past by giving us the benefit of your
experiences and enlightened outlook on life.

Long live Mr. Lung Shou Tang! May he always
rémain in the best condition of health and may he ever be
assured of the blessings of peace, power and plenty! May

Heaven grant our earnest prayer!
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SPEECH OF COMPRADORE AS HOST AT A DINNER
IN HONOUR OF PROPRIETOR OF HIS HONG

Mr. Lincoln:

It is a pleasure as well as a privilege to me to be able
to welecome you at this humble reception got up in honour
of your first trip out to China. Hitherto we have only
heard about you from our manager but the pleasure of
meeting you face to face has been deferred until now. When
we made inquiries as to why you did not make a visit to
Shanghai and see the developments of your firm here and the
different signs of prosperity at this port, we were invariably
told that you had your hands full and that it was not easy
for you to get away. However, I am glad to say that the
business of our firm under the able management of Mr.
Arthur Davis has been growing so rapidly that the induce-
ment to get you into personal touch with your branch out
here has at last proved strong enough to bring you to our
midst.
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It is with sentiments of appreciation and admiration
that the whole Chinese staff of your Shanghai office wishes
to assure you of a very cordial welcome. We appreciate
the policy of sympathy and considerateness which has
always characterised your decisions concerning the recom-
mendations of the Shanghai office. That you have been able
to do so much and still to keep yourself in excellent health
is an accomplishment -we much desire. There is keen
competition going on nowadays. But we are always ready
to meet it in a spirit of good sportsmanship; for healthy
competition actually promotes trade. i

Mr. Lincoln, we wish you a very pleasant sojourn in
China, a bon wvoyage to your homeland and a speedy
return to China. Let us drink to your health and success.
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