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~ Text A Citizens of the Land of Opportunity
One destiny offers not the cup(%f despair, but the chance of opportunity.
: .

Text B The Beauty in Challenge

- Pursue breakthroughs in your ﬁfe.
Text C Make a Different Decision
57 L]

When you go through hardshins and decide not to surrender, that is
strength. e
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Pre-reading Activities

1. Work in pairs to discuss the following questions.

(1) Can you think of any well-known and successful persons? Please list their names
and tell what they have in common.

(2) Do you have a dream or goal in your life? How do you achieve them?

(3) What is the biggest difficulty in pursuit of your goals? What’s your choice in front
of difficulties? Adhere to your goals or abandon them?

Please present your conversation with your partner in class.

2. Look at the title of the passage and predict what the passage is mainly about.
Choose the best one from the following statements.
A. A certain opportunity is enjoyed by the citizens of the land and influences their
choices in life.
B. All the citizens living in the land are capable of holding a certain opportunity and
enjoying it. ]
C. The land where many citizens are located provides many opportunities for them.

Now read the passage and check your prediction.

Text A I

Citizens of the Land of Opportunity

“We hold these truths to be self-evident: That all men are created equal; that they

are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are

£ ()



pursuit of happiness. "—— The Declaration of Independence , July 4.

u and [ are the recipients of many precious gifts bought by others. Whatever our

; ackgrounds are, we enjoy a freedom still only dreamed of in many parts

Bul in the midst of the familiar words

of TJ kclaration of Independence

while evils are sufferable. than te right

themselves by abolishing the forms to

which they are accustomed. ”

It's another way of saying that, sadly, most people simply aren’t motivated enough

to . the status quo—even if it's awful, even if they despise it. even
'. 's another way of saying the “comfort zone” rules.

n and opporitunity are our day-to-day reality, we often take them
or granted in a way that people in many parts of the world find astonishing, even
unthinkable., We keep ourselves ignorant of the true value and meaning of these gifts.
\nd we too often waste them by not clearly seeing how precious they are and ACTING
ipon that—by not reaching out and taking hold of the opportunity that surrounds us

and is part of the very air we breathe; the opportunity for life itself-—better life and

f the nd of Opportunity. though, we have a sacred responsibility

' to wa 'ha riven to us. bought with the blood and sweat of those who
nt befo longed for by millions around the world. 'We have a responsibility to
pportunity, burst out of our stifling “comfort zenes”, and

rake the most of our freedom—to be, do, and have all we need for all the life we are

We have an oblication to create our own sucecess and the opportunity to help others

ed

A

and to weave ALL our individual successes into the glorious, unfinis

tapestry t] untry’s past, present, and future.

¢ person told me, “If you don’t have a dream and a goal

that vou're actively working toward. you are trading your life for nothing. ™
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Unit T Choice

e recipient /ri'stpront/

« midst /mudst/

disposed /di'spauzd/ I HheE
« sufferable /'saforabl/ 7 TR TR
ignorant/"ignarant / . ";:’:‘.‘ | Bt ‘

« limitless /'limitlis/ |
« stifling /'starflig/ _‘l‘
obligation / vbli'gefn/ ' 1.
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e self-discipline /'self'diseplin/

* constrict /kon'strikt/

e mediocrity /imiidr'nkrat1/

unlock /;an'lok/

* consistently /ken'sistontl/

® innermost /'mamaust/

* pathetic / pa'eetlk/
e pipedream / paipdrimm/

halfway //ha:f'wer/

» commemorate /ka'memarert/

e insidious /mn'sidias/

e oppression /a'pre[n/

status quo

day-to-day

under no one’s thumb

make the most of ...

{ follow through
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Unit 1 Choice

Exercises ’

Reading and Appreciating
# 1. Read the following paragraphs aloud to appreciate them.

p= —
u;a As citizens of the Land of Opportunity, though, we have a sacred
responsibility NOT to waste what’s been given to us, bought with the blood and
sweat of those who went before and longed for by millions around the world. We
have a responsibility to lay hold of that limitless opportunity, burst out of our
stifling “comfort zones,” and make the most of our freedom—to be, do, and have
all we need for the life we are capable of living.

We have an obligation to create our own success and the opportunity to help
others do the same and to weave ALL our individual success into the glorious,
unfinished tapestry of this country’s past, present, and future.

Just yesterday a very wise person told me, “If you don’t have a dream and a goal
that you're actively working toward, you are trading your life for nothing.” (‘a)

Reading and Understanding

@ [1. Give brief answers to the following questions, using your own words as
much as possible.

1. What does the word “opportunity” mean in the title?

2. Is the opportunity born with everyone in the world? Why or why not?

3. What does Thomas Jefferson want to tell people in his another phrase that goes
mostly unnoticed?

4. What’s the meaning of “comfort zone” rule?

5. Why do we pay little attention to the true value and meaning of freedom and
opportunity?

6. What’s the obligation of citizens of the Land of Opportunity according to the
author?

7. Why does the word “discipline” immediately frighten many people according to
the author? What’s the author’s opinion about their view of freedom?

8. How to be successful according to the text? '



Vocabulary Focus

@ [[[. Match the words in the box with their definitions.

}
L

ignorant thumb obligation stifling
repel constrict pathetic commemorate

1. to successfully fight sb. who is attacking you, your country, etc. and drive them
away

2. making you feel pity or sadness

3. (of/about sth.) lacking knowledge or information about sth.

4. to remind people of an important person or event from the past with a special
action or object v

5. oppressive due to a lack of fresh air

6. the short thick finger at the side of the hand, sllghtly apart from the other four

7. to limit or restrict what sb. is able to do

8. the state of being forced to do sth. because it is your duty, or because of a law,

etc.

@ V. Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form where
necessary. You may not use any of the words in the box more than once.

&)
A

s ignorant thumb mediocrity stifling
repel . constrict obligation commemorate
pathetic insidious
1. She feels that my apologies are and not heartfelt.
2. I can’t tell you what pain I feel when I see how much my mother is under my
father’s :
3. A man may be of the arts and yet have every virtue under the sun.

4. Rebecca, a fan of Apple products, said that she would buy such products for
purposes without considering if they are fakes or not.
5. The negative poles of two magnets will each other.
6. We were in that hot room with all the windows closed.
7. People are judged by their aspirations and integrity, not by their riches. Nothing
is more than losing one’s integrity.
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