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Seizing every minute in life

Beautiful smile and love

The poor are very wonderful people. One evening we went out and we picked
up four people from the street. And one of them was in a most terrible condition, and
I told the sisters: You take care of the other three. I take care of this one who looked
worse. So I did help her with all that my love can do.I put her in the bed, and there
was such a beautiful smile on her face. She look,hold of my hand as she said just the
words "thank you" and she died. I could not help but examine my conscience before
her and I asked what I would say if I was in her place. And my answer was very sim—
ple. I would have tried to draw a little attention to myself. I would have said I am
hungry, that I am dying, I am cold, I am in pain, or something, but she gave me
she gave me her graceful love. And she died with a smile on her

much more
face. As did that man whom we picked up from the drain, half eaten with worms, and
we brought him to the home. "I trove lived like an animal in the street, but I am go-
ing to die like an angel, loved and cared for." And it was so wonderful to see the
greatness of that man who could speak like That, who could die like that without

blaming anybody,without cursing anybody, without comparing anything. Like an an—

gel this is the greatness of our people. And that is why we believe what Jesus
had said: 1 was hungry, I was naked, I was homeless, I was unwanted, unloved, un—
cared for, and you did it to me.

I believe that we are not real social workers. We may be doing social work in

the eyes of the people, but we are really contemplatives in the head of the world.For



we are touching the body of Christ twenty—four hours... And I think that in our fami—
ly we don't need bombs and guns, to destroy, to bring peace, just get together,love
one another, bring that peace, that joy, that strength of presence of each other in the
home. And we will be able to overcome all the evil that is in the world.

And with this prize that | have received as a Prize of Peace, | am going to try to
make the home for many people who have no home. Because | believe that love be—
gins at home and if we can create a home for the poor I think that mom and more
love will spread. And we will be able through this understanding love to bring peace
be the good news to the poor. The poor in our own family first, in our country and in
the world. To be able to do this, our Sisters, our lives have to be woven with prayer.
They have to be woven with Christ to be able to understand,to be able to share. Be—
cause to be. woven with Christ is to be able to understand,to be able to share. Be—
cause today there is so much suffering... And when 1 pick up a person from the
street, hungry, I give him a plate of rice, a piece of bread, I have satisfied. 1 have re—

moved that hunger. But a person who is shut out, who feels unwanted, unloved, ter—

rified, the person who has been thrown out from society
hurt and so unbearable... So let us always meet each other with a smile, for the smile

that poverty is so full of

is the beginning of love, and once we begin to love each other naturally we want to do

something.
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Thout of the exotie sun

What day is it today? Is it Tuesday or Thursday? This thought raced shrough
her mind as she sat back with her students going over the lesson that never seemed
to end. Didn't [ just do this yesterday? Or was it a year ago? Hell, everything seemed
to jumble together anymore. "Miss Smith, can | go to the bathroom?" Jorge asked, as
he proceeded to jump from one foot to another,holding himself. How many times
have I heard this? She wondered as she abruptly said, "Yes" and watched as he
raced out of the room.

Sitting at the table she gazed at her students while thinking of what she would
do after work. Maybe I'll go to the gym or stop at the market for something to eat
tonight. Mechanically she continued with her lesson on the short letter "a" with her
students. "The letter 'a' makes what sound?" "A, a, a". the students sang together
going through the empty motions. The clock dragged away the minutes teasing her
with the tediousness of the day.

Won't it end? She thought as the phone rang out its morse code for her room.
Sighing she stood up and walked through the maze of students desks to get to the
phone. Picking up the receiver the other voice seemed a hundred miles away. Oh,
how I wish I were anywhere but here, Here mind wandered to the hot exotic beach of
Calx, Mexico, where she had spent her last summer break. She still remembered the

cool breezes that caressed her skin as she lay on the gritty sand.



asked. "Oh, of course," she replied as she hung up the phone. She turned from the

phone and yelled out Carla's name. Carla, who was one of the many who always
seemed so needy that were in her class this year. Carla looked up from her desk, her
hair hanging like a matted displaced doll. Her face was lined with dirt that gave her
the appearance of one of those munchkins from the Wizard of Oz. "You need to go to
the office, "she said while Carla slowly rose from her desk. "Why do I have to go?"
whined Carla. "It's between you and the office——just go up," she hastily turned
her back as Carla walked out of the room. Like having free school uniforms is the
answer. It would be nice if just once someone called saying something nice or thank—
ing me for all the endless crap I have to deal with. With a sigh she walked back to
her other students who were clustered at the back table patiently waiting her return.
The rest of the afternoon blurred into one long endless repetition. Finally the
bell rang as a relief. As she led her students out the door they walked behind her as
baby chicks returning to their fold. She noticed that their mother hens clucked to
them behind the iron gate. As she proceeded to walk down the corridor, the air,
which rose with the musical tingle of Spanish coloring everything that touched it,
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