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Preface |

Ge, Ru, Guan, Ding and Jun kiln are the five famous kilns in Song
Dynasty. They were officially run and produced porcelains for the imperial
court. Their products have always been cherished from around the world.
Emperor Qianlong is particularly keen on Ge wares and he even writes poetry
complimenting them. Ge wares collected by the Palace Museum and the
National Palace Museum in Taipei are all from the collections of imperial
courts. Nowadays there are only 100 or so Ge wares handed down worldwide.
Since Ge kiln site has not been found yet, from the archaeological point of
view, to date the handed down Ge wares are lack of hard scientific evidence. I
am convinced that the elusive handed down Ge wares are from Song Dynasty
based on my own research of 60 years.

Although many dynasties in history had carefully imitated Ge wares,
none of which could match the artistic effects of those masterpieces of Ge kiln
of Song Dynasty when observing closely. In recent years, in order to promote
the traditional culture, many famous kilns in history, such as Ru, Guan, Jun,
Ding, Yaozhou, Cizhou kiln, etc, have been restored, but the newly simulated
products are still inferior to the ancient ones here and there.

About 10 years ago, I happened to know that simulated beakers, vases,

etc. by the Ye’s, craftsmen in Yunhe County, southern Zhejiang Province

(once mistaken as Kaifeng), based on the plates in the book of the Porcelain
Collection of the National Palace Museum in Taipei, well match those
handed down Ge and Guan wares of Song Dynasty in term of shaping, body
texture, glaze and luster of surface. Even if the glaze accumulated under the
rim via gravity is surprisingly alike the originals. It is really amazing, It is of
great importance for the study of Guan kiln of Northern and Southern Song
Dynasty and Ge kiln of Song and Yuan Dynasty. The Ye's imitation of Ge
wares of Song Dynasty is indeed a miracle. I do hope the Ye's keep going ahead
in their pursue and make even greater contributions to the promotion of the
culture of Ge kiln in the near future.

On seeing the simulated Ge wares by the Ye's over decades’ long, many
good memories come to my mind. I am moved by their devotion to the
simulation of Ge wares in the past decades and I would like to write some

words to appreciate their outstanding works.

Geng Baochang
The Palace Museum, Beijing

April 16,2014
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Preface []

Ge kiln porcelains of Song Dynasty are famous for their solemn and
elegant shaping and natural glaze, especially for the decoration of the unique
and magic crackle patterns appeared on the glaze layer. Since Ge kiln sites
of handed down porcelains from Song Dynasty have not been found so
far, therefore, a veil of mystery casts on the studies on those handed down
porcelains.

The masterpieces of handed down Ge kiln porcelains are mainly
collected by the Palace Museum, the National Palace Museum in Taipei,
Shanghai Museum, and some large museums abroad. They are vases, burners,
washers, bowls, plates and so on. They are usually full-glazed and fired with
supporting pads. As a result, the bottom of the ring foot is with no glaze.
Some of the full-glazed are fired with supporting spurs, thus, spur marks are
left behind on the bottoms of the wares. The color of the body is in blackish
gray, dark gray, light gray, khaki or such. The texture of the body is white clay or
sand. The glaze is all opaque and in general in grayish green and otherwise in
fried-rice-yellow, pale green or beige, etc. There are always crackles, commonly
known as patterns of prunus blossom, hundred-gold crackles or fish-roe marks,
on the glaze layer.

The study of handed down Ge kiln porcelains is focused on literature,
feature analysis and description and cross-check of archacological data.
Although attempts to restore the traditional way of making are more important
in knowing the porcelain, due to the great difficulty of restoration, researchers

are often avoided doing so.

However, there is a father and son surnamed Ye in Yunhe County
in southern Zhejiang Province, who make great efforts in simulating the
traditional way of making Ge kiln porcelains over two generations. They are
rewarded finally. They have reproduced porcelains with typical characteristics
of handed down Ge wares of Song Dynasty, such as ‘poly foam save pearl,
‘golden floss and iron threads, using the traditional firing technique of ‘one
bigger than and encased another isolated and supported by spurs’ Such
continuous, decades’ long pursue for a solution should be made public and
advocated especially in the field of traditional porcelain research.

The current study on handed down Ge kiln porcelains is still in the
middle of dense fog, Since the historical, cultural and artistic values alongside
are recognized worldwide, in-depth study of handed down Ge wares an~d
keeping the traditional way of making is of special significance. I am delighted
to see the Ye's making more achievements in their simulation of Ge wares It is
really a gratifying thing. I would point out that the study on handed down Ge
ware is still a long way to go and I sincerely look forward to continuing success
of the Ye§ in their simulation. May the Ye's make greater contributions to the
promotion of the culture of handed down Ge ware and the full revival of the

traditional way of making,

Lv Chenglong
The Palace Museum, Beijing

March 6,2014



