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Chapter 1

Geography

Section One: A Brief Introduction

1. The Geography of Britain

A group of about 5, 000 islands off the north-west coast of mainland Europe form
what we call the British Isles. The largest island, which is also the largest isle in
Europe , is Great Britain. Ireland is the second largest after Britain. The geography of

Britain is discussed below.

1.1 Physical Geography

The British Isles is the geographical term for a group of about 5, 000 islands off
the north-west coast of mainland Europe between the latitudes 50°N and 61°N. The
largest island is Britain or Great Britain, which is also the largest island in Europe. It
consists of England, Wales and Scotland.

The next largest island is Ireland, which is made up of Northern Ireland and the
Irish Republic. Britain and Northern Ireland, together with a number of small
islands, form the United Kingdom of Britain and Northern Ireland, more commonly
known as the United Kingdom (which is almost 20% smaller than Italy). In every
usage , however, Great Britain or Britain is used to mean the United Kingdom. The
Isle of Man", between Ireland and Britain, and the Channel Islands?, off north-

west coast of France, though recognizing the Crown, have their own parliaments and

(@ The Isle of Man: SR& (&2 Mann) , S48 2% 5F /R 2 M0 F S0, RE0EE M2 RKIE M,
WEPAGHAAERZH I SE, ilEAT 10 ttEe e sed A WES, 5 R E kP
( Douglas )

@  the Channel Islands: Wi & 2 (0 F 90 35 R e b O RE Sy . XL B A5 5 AP FTELIX : MY
( Bailiwick of Guernsey) F17EPY ( Bailiwick of Jersey) . #[% Xf X #t il Jy 45 5% £ AL, {H X 46 b 77 3 A 9%
WAEEA L, E R E R
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are self-governing.

Great Britain is just under 1, 000 km long and just under 500 km across in its
widest part. The most mountainous region is Scotland (with Britain’s highest peak ,
Ben Nevis-1 343 m) , which also has a wide lowland area between the Grampians and
the Southern Uplands, where most of the large towns, including Edinburgh and
Glasgow, and three-quarters of the population are located. Much of Wales is also
mountainous and in England, the Pennine Range? (the “backbone of England”)
extends to 224 km ( although the highest peak is only 895 m high). The rest of
England tends to be rather undulating, and not even the large agricultural plains of
East Anglia are perfectly flat. In Ireland all the highland areas are around the edge,
but there are no peaks over 1, 100 m.

Rivers in Great Britain are quite short—the longest rivers are the Severn? and
the Thames®—but their easy navigability has made them an important part of the
inland transport network for the transportation of bulk products such as coal, iron ore

and steel.

1. 2 Human Geography

Population

With 57 million people, the United Kingdom ranks about fifteen in the world in
terms of population, with England (46 million) by far the most populous part
(followed by Scotland 5 million, Wales 2.8 million and Northern Ireland 1.5
million). The population is increasing very slowly and in 1976—1978 and 1982
actually fell. The estimated age distribution in 1985 was 21% < 16; 64% 16-64;
15% > 64. Although there are more than 6% more male than female births, the
higher mortality of men at all ages means that there are more females than males (29
million against 27. 6 million).

The average population density” in Britain is about 239 per sq. km,
compared with, for example, 190 per sq. km in Italy. England, with 361 inhabitants
per sq. km, is one of the most densely populated countries in the world (the rest of

Britain is much lower: Wales 135 per sq. km, Scotland 65 and Northern Ireland

D the Pennine Range: #F7 1Lk, IHF “fZBulibk” . SR 22000 FE I bkmr ks, M
AR r 2 B B B AR REE PR A i, R 241 0B, RPTEHRE R 8 A

2 the Severn: FECH , <354 0B, B EUR LEMAIFE (Plynlimon) ZRdbyl, A KFEH A
TFEREE . SRR 11,266 T B (4, 350 S HEH)

3 the Thames: #RE £ (8L River Thames), {ii T3 = 4/, 18 AR FIK KM 1 ( Cotswold
Hills) , KBUE AT, MAEME - D/DEIRTEHRME, RARH, EdREAILRE. £K %4338 4
HU, SRR L B I (BEEYS T, YT 354 A HLASE SO ) | 4 1 K i A8 3 B T Y A8
o7 e Bt bR 2 —

1 average population density: 3 A %
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11).

The UK population estimates for 2013 show that the population of the UK grew to
64. 1 million in mid-2013—a gain of 400,600 (0.63% ) over the previous year mid-
2012. This growth is slightly below the average since 2003. This means that the UK’s
population has inereased by around 5 million since 2001, and by more than 10
willion since 1964,

Natural change ( that is. the number of births less the number of deaths)
contributed slightly more than net international migration to the population increase in
the vear. There were 212,100 more births than deaths (53% of the increase) and
183,400 more immigrants arriving than emigrants leaving (46% of the increase) .

The estimated populations of the four regions of the UK in mid-2013 are 53.9
million ( growth of 0.70% ) in England, 5.3 million ( growth of 0.27% ) in
Scotland, 3. 1 million ( growth of 0.27% ) in Wales and 1.8 million ( growth of
0.33% ) in Northern Ireland.

Conurbations and New Towns

The highest densities are 1o be found in conurbations, which are groups of once
separated towns that have grown to form a single community. Although Britain is short
of housing, planners like to keep a belt of undeveloped land around cities known as
green belt to reduce pollution and provide open spaces for leisure. This has meant
that the only alternative to the redevelopment of slum areas in conurbations (such as
the Docklands development in London) has been the creation of New Towns as
Harlow in Essex. The industrial area in these towns is separated from housing and
there are greener, open spaces. New Towns have partially failed, however,
especially since many are near enough to conurbations, people to use them as
dormitory lowns (lowns where a large percentage of the population commutes daily to
work in a conurbation) and recent government policy has been to expand existing
towns like Telford and Milton Keynes (formed from the amalgamation of a group of
villages) , which is cheaper than creating an entirely new town.

Weather and Climate

Britain has a generally mild, temperate climate. The weather, however, tends
o be very changeable as a result of constant influence of different air masses. There
are few extremes in temperature, which rarely goes above 32°C or below —107C.
Annual rainfall is fairly evenly distributed, but ranges from more than 1,600 mm in
the mountainous areas of the west and north to less than 800 mm over central and
eastern parts. This is because depressions {rom the Atlantic bring frontal rainfall first

to the west and hecause western Britain is higher and so gets more relief rain.

2. Geographic Regions of the United Kingdom

The United Kingdom is an island nation in Western Europe on the island of
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Great Britain, part of the island of Jreland and several other small islands. The UK
has a total area of 94 ,058 square miles (243,610 sq km) and a coastline of 7,723
miles (12,429 m). The population of the UK is 62,698,362 people ( July 2011
estimate). The UK is made up of four different regions that are not independent
nations. These regions are England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. The

following is a list of the UK’s four regions and some information about each.
g 2

2.1 England

England is the largest of the four geographical regions making up the United
Kingdom. It is bordered by Scotland to the north and Wales to the west and it has
coastlines along Celtic”, North and Irish Seas and the English Channei?. Iis total
land area is 50,346 square miles (130,395 sq km) and a population of 51,446, 000
people (2008 estimate). The capital and largest city of England (and the UK) is
London. The topography of England consists mainly of gently rolling hills and
lowlands. There are several large rivers in England and the most famous and longest
of these is the Thames River that runs through London.

England is separated from continental Europe by 21-mile (34 km) English
Channel but they are connected by the undersea Channel Tunnel®'.

2.2 Scotland
Scotland is the second largest of the four regions making up the UK. It is located
on the northern part of Great Britain and it borders England to the south and has

coastlines along the North Sea, Atlantic Ocean, North Channel and Irish Sea. Its

@ Celtic: JURFFA (Celts), & [ 2 JCHT 2000 47 i i (F 7% BR T RAM 09 — SCRERE . % Rk %
OATTEACIR, AR B SRA S R, S R SURE T s A K T T SR RSB AR AT Y P AR g
WE, WATEARAYER S RE ., WE . PHHEA . R, R, BEE L BORH L PR T AL
HH '

@ the English Channel; SR04 A0, 200 i o 5 S RO KRR i [ . F ik
PUPE SR A R, RIS 560 A (350 BEHL) , FE 240 A HL (150 BEH) | SRk A Ab B Z R i
e, AHE 34 A (21 e BL) . SRl A0 20k 2% 5 1 T A% M SHE o T e AR SR S R A R B 2R vl e 2 A
P A e B O R 1 R R PR A AR K, A I a0 e Y WA K 20 T
Z, JERSEWZEE. PR Bl e, URS R OR R @S R R R D K. A
AT M A T (1 /KRRy B (A

@ Channel Tunnel; Bl 535 FIMEWEREIN ,  SOFRUE LI IR 1% 0 ok B BE 1S ( Eurotunnel ) | R:— 4541
IR PR T RN B [ R RGE . T 1994 4E5 A 6 HFu. &k &K Stk (9 F1TREIR 41 0%, 4
KBE 153km,  FUH i G B (4 B 1 4K g 3 5 38Kk, th S50 0 A A P % 1 R 1 S Rt LA 114 4k B %
T AR A B B4 AR 9 7. 6m, HHZIAR A 8. 36 ~ 8. T8m: i — 4% S5 B 45 W i A0S 10 T
Jg 4. 8m, HAZMAAR K 5. 38 ~5.77m, A 1986 452 A 12 Hik, SeiiE %7 X FRE DT 4 HE 0 10 #1l %
2y (Treaty of Canterbury) 1994 4£5 F 7 HE@ 45, Gl 8 4% . FEWY 100 {2345 (#4150 2%
Je), RS [ BSR4 I FR AL AR e (0 TAZ T



