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CHIPP: Make Our Voice Heard
Across the World

Xu Zugen

The China International Press Photo (CHIPP) contest
turns 10 years old in 2014 and firstly held its judging
session in Beijing, the capital of China. Holding the same
motto of  “Peace and Development™ as previous years,
the 10th CHIPP contest received more than 30,000 pictures
from more than 3.000 photographers and over 60 countries
and regions around the world, over half of which are from
abroad. Thousands of photographers and photojournalists
from various countries and regions sent their entries as
individual entrants. Furthermore, a considerable number
of leading news organizations, such as Reuters, AFP,
EPA and the German magazine GEQO, participated in the
contest as organizational entrants, a("li\fel.\’ SPI](“Hg phnlos
of their photographers. The submitted photos present the
realistic picture of the political, economic and cultural life
and reflect the fight against war and disaster as well as the
pursuit of peace and development. reflecting many of the

major events in 2013.

In the mid=April this year. an international jury

panel. which is composed of a total of 13 photojournalistic

professionals from all over the world selected 63 pieces of

winning works with 347 photos after an intensive 4—day—
long work. Canadian photographer Kevin Fraver won
the prime prize —— Picture of the Year —— with his photo
of Typhoon Haivan. His photo story with the same title,
including the Picture of the Year. also won the Gold prize in
the category of War and Disaster News Stories. All the 15
gold medalists are from 10 countries including Australia.
Canada, China. Germany. Greece, Iran, Norway. Russia,
Spain and the United States. Since a higher standard
was proposed by the judging panel in order to raise the
integral level of the winning photos, the number of the total
prizes awarded this vear is less than previous years and
the proportion of Chinese winners declines significantly.
Nonetheless, the prize winners of this year are from 24
countries, a record=breaking number of countries of the

winners.

The judging session and the winning results were
highly concerned by both domestic and international
media. with various mainstream news organizations from
North America. Europe, Asia—pacific and Africa covering
the contest. Incomplete statistics show that more than 200
news outlets all over the world reported the 10th CHIPP
with different languages, setting a new record through the

decade. The important information implying in the data

proves that the brand awareness of the CHIPP, as well as its
internationalized genre, has been further enhanced through

the past ten vears of efforts.

There is no doubt that the contest is to elect the best works,
to build up universally recognized professional valuation
criteria of its own, however, a higher target of the CHIPP
aims at providing opportunities for all the photojournalists
and photographers around the world to exchange their ideas
and reinforce communications. Through the window of the
CHIPP contest, on one hand, foreign ideas and concepts of
photojournalism enter into our world, influencing our thinking
mode and photographic practice; on the other hand, Chinese
peers are able to demonstrate the progress and contribution of
China’ s photojournalism by showing their works to the world

outside.

Nowadays, the soaring digital media and the shrinking
traditional media environment has created an expanding
troop of citizen photojournalists, battering conventional
photojournalism, which has grown up with the development
of the print media, to a life—or—death corner. Thus, what
should be done here is to applaud those photographers
who are actively working on the front line, risking their
life, engaging in the hard work and shooting for the best
picture for the world. On the eve of the day when final result
of the 10th CHIPP was unveiled, freelance Kevin Frayer,
the prime prize winner and a former chief photojournalist
of AP New Delhi bureau, was attending the funeral of his
former AP colleague Anja Niedringhaus, who was shot to
death in Afghanistan in April 2014. Exactly the female
photographer Anja had won a prize in the 7th CHIPP
contest. Another prize winner of this year, Kerim Okten, a
Turkish photojournalist working for European Pressphoto
Agency, was killed in a motoreycle crash that was caused
by a lightning strike just one day before the judging session
of the 10th CHIPP. He had also planned to fly to Germany
for the funeral of Anja. For all the photojournalists. the term
adherence to the high-risking profession always means
giving up, even sacrificing. The CHIPP contest. therefore,

salutes them for their unremitting efforts.

Over the past decade. the CHIPP was always moving
forward. The unchanged tenet is its open and fair judging
principle, its persistent exploring and pursuing international
standard, its fierce debating session by international
juries, and its strong will of mutual understanding and

comprehending.

The CHIPP contest provides us an opportunity to make
our voice heard around the world. We truly expect a better

future.

(The author is the Director of China Photojournalists
Society.)
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The judging committee of the 10" China International Press Photo Contest (CHIPP 2013)
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Typhoon Haiyan

Kevin Frayer (Canada)

Freelance
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A Filipino woman sits with relatives on the balcony of her house as everything else is destroyed around in Tacloban,
Philippines, after the town was devastated by Typhoon Haiyan in this picture taken Friday, November 29, 2013.
Typhoon Haiyan, known to locals as Yolanda, was one of the strongest recorded storms to ever make landfall after it

hit on November 8, 2013, leaving more than 6,000 dead and millions of others homeless.
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On July 23, 2013, in the People's Hospital of Min County, Gansu Province, China, Song Xuxia, a 19-year—old earthquake
survivor from Yongguang Village, with panic and upset on her face, sits alone on the temporary sickbed in the corridor
and waits for treatment. A day before, a magnitude 6.6 earthquake struck at a depth of 20km off the border b

Min County and Zhang County, Dingxi City, Gansu Province, China, causing heavy casualties.
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Survival from Earthquake
Wang Yixuan (China)
Beijing Times



