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Unit One

Passage 1

LLanguage is, and should be,a living thing, constantly
enriched with new words and forms of expression. But there
is a vital distinction between good developments,which add
to the language,enabling us to say things we could not say

before, and bad developments, which subtract from the

language' by rendering it less precise. A vivacious, colorful

use of words is not to be confused with mere slovenliness®.
The kind of slovenliness in which some professionals

deliberately indulge is perhaps akin to’ the cult of the

e S e

unfinished work, which has eroded most of the arts in our

time. And the true answer to it is the same — that art is

enhanced, not hindered, by discipline. You cannot carve

satisfactorily in butter.

R T

The corruption of written English has been

accompanied by an even sharper decline in the standard of

spoken English. We speak very much less well than was

1



common among educated Englishmen a generation or two
ago.

The modern theatre has played a baneful part’ in
dimming our appreciation of language. Instead of the
immemely articulate dialogue of ,for example,Shaw® (who
was also |very insistent on good pronunciation ) , audiences

— —

are now subjected to streams of barely literate trwld "yoften

_‘__'___.__,——--—_-I_.——

designed ,only too well,to exhibit ”lack’ of communication”
and larded with the obscenities® and grammatical errors of
the intellectually impoverished. Emily Post once advised her
reader;” The theater 'is the best possible place to hear
correctly-enunciated speech”. Alas, no more. One young
actress was recently reported to be taking lessons in how to
speak badlyiso that she should fit in” better.

But the BBC s the worst traitor. After years of very
successfully helping to raise the general standard of spoken
Englishy it suddenly went into reverse. As the head of the
Pronunciation Unit coyly' put it,” In the 1960’ s the BBC

opéned the field to'a much wider range of speakers”. To hear

a'BBC disc jockey'' taiking to the latest apelike pop idol is a

| | r
truly shocking experience of wverbal squalor'*, And the

prospect seems to be of even worse to come. School teachers
are actively encouraged to ignore little Johnny's incoherent
grammar’, atrocious ' spelling ‘and*haphazard p-unctuation.

.\""*-—-—-—- T ——
because 'worrving about such thmgb mlght inhibit' his

l [ - —

creative genius, <~ v vTow e
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1. The writer relates linguisti¢c slovenliness: 1o tendencies in

the arts todayiin thatobothie woo =0 conarngun sy L

A occasionally aim at a certain fluidity: ooy b

B. from time to time show a regard forthe finishing touch

"C-'\./arlﬁpeair‘ to 'shun perfection! & zoubsh Lov on AW
D). may make use of economical short cuts ool

/2. What is it claimed has happened to spoken English? -/
A Writing problems are not reflected “in ‘poor oral
expression. | : | |
B. On the whole, peoplé “don’ 't ‘worry if they make
mistakes. ' S i
C. Educated Englishmen now are less ¢ommunicative than
they 'were in the' past. A
D. Like written English, it has undergone ‘4 ‘noticeable

change for the better.
]3 Many modern plays, the author finds.fteqqgntly contain

speech which

A.is mLoherent and lmgutbtlmlly ob]ectlonable |

B/is far too ungmmmatwa[ for mo;t people to follow

C. unmtennonally shocks the reader

- Wi - -

. deliberately tries to hide the dUl‘hOI‘ s intellectual
inadequacies
4. Teachers are likely to overlook linguistie lapses in their

3



pupils since

A. they find that children no longer respond to this kind
of discipline nowadays
- B. they fear the childréen may become less coherent
C. more importance is now attached to oral expression
Izjfrthe children may be discouraged from giving vent to
their own ideas
5. What do you deduce of the writer’ s attitude to the

developments in English? He thinks that

@[ the English are more lax linguistically ,and he strongly
condemns this

B. the English are more relaxed, and he tends to be
complacent about the changes

C. there is little to hope for,except in the attitudes of
school teachers

D. there is some cause for satisfaction, even in the

attitudes of school teachers

Passage 2

Since it was completed in 1889, Eiffel Tower'® has been
4



assaulted in every bizarre way thrill seekers could conceive.
Abaker established the tradition when the tower was three
years old by wobbling non-stop up 363 steps to the first
platform. On stilts, In 1923,a local sportswriter lumped all

i
“the way in the opposite direction. On a bicycle. That record

i ____‘
was smashed 35 years later by a stuntman' who descended

the stairs on a unicycle. Because it was there, squads of
mountaineers have attempted to climb the iron framework
Alpine-style' ; not until 1964 did four experienced climbers
finally reach the top. \

Not all the assaults ended well. In 1901 a ‘Hungarian

tailor steppedpoff the tower in the first,and only, test of a

'sm’mg -loaded, bdtwmg flymg cape he had devised; he

plunged to his death, There have been suicides,some 360 of
them. And even a murder:in 1965 a Spanish tourist shoved
his wife off into the void.

[.ast week ,the first parachute jump from the top of the
Eiffel Tower went into its book of absurdities. Skydiver!®
Mike McCarthy and his girl-friend first made several
exploratory visits,posing as tourists. On their ultimate trip,
the pair suddenly whipped steerable parachutes out'” of their
knapsacks and worked their way through two antisuicide
wire screens that surround the top level. As onlookers
screamed ” Don’ t do it!” Tucker pushed off, followed by
McCarthy. In the gentle breeze of a clear spring day, they
floated down and,landing in the Champs de Mars,gathered

O



up"their gear and sauntéred off. Press reports cooed about
the "lovers' leap.” but tower officials were not ‘amused. Said

one "It sets a very bad precedent;” . ulcon o b

3 4 & " ’ & =S Y i - - E
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6. The local sportswriter

. Aswent to the top of the tower on wheels
B. stopped halfway down the stairs '
C. descended the stairs from the first platform
‘D performed his fedt when the tower wds scarcely 30
' wyears old

7. According to the passage =

' AJabout-360Q people have killed themselves ateppmg off
the tower | i |
B, the tower has been assaulted by 'things of every
lodeseriptionit! o stodbetieg taul sl w
C. many people have been killed jumping off the tower for

1 radventure -

D: the first platform of the tower was first reached by a

SRR baker b =TI
8. The Hungarian tailor stepped off the tower = = .,

1 Aiin a test fhght of a cape in the batwing shape
Buowith a’ load of 3pﬂngs on board ‘thé tailor-made cape
C. testing the only cape he had ever devised
 D.only to fall a vi'ctimk to his own doings
6



