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UNIT ONE

THE THINGS AROUND US

Text 1

Clouds, Fog, Rain and Rainbows

When clouds float in front of the sun, thcy meke
shadows because they keep sunlight from shining on the
ground beneath them. Though sometimes clouds look like
cotton and sometimes they look like gray smoke, they are
really made of millions of tiny raindrops or bits of ice.
They are such small and light drops that they flcat in the
air just like little balloons. All these raindrops or icedrops
which fleat in a bunch make a cloud. Even when the whole
sky looks gray with these clouds, the sun is still there above
the gray raindrops.

Sometimes the clouds are so low that they touch the
ground and wrap themselves around the trees and flcat above
the water. We call that fog, or mist.

Where the tiny drops of water that make clouds or fog
aie very close together, they join and make bigger drops.
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They are so heavy that they can’t float in the air. As a
result they fall to the earth, and that is rain.

On sunny days the sky looks as blue as the sea. Sunlight
is made of many colours and some of these colours are
scattered through the air better than others. On clear days
you can see the blue colour which shines from all over
the sky.

Sometimes when the sun shines through millions of
raindrops which hang in the air, we see all the colours of
the sun’s light——red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo and
violet——in a beautiful arch across the sky. We call that a
rainbow. Perhaps you have seen little rainbows when sunlight
shines into your soap bubbles.

Since the world is full of wonderful things, we must
keep our eyes opsn so that we can learn more things around

us.

Text 11

Snow, Sleet, Hail and Ice

In some parts of the world it always stays warm, but in
other places winter is the time of cold and snow and frozen
things.

The e is always water in the air. When the air is very
cold, snowflakes fall instead of rain. Millions end millions

of snowflakes come down, and no two are exactly alike.
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Snow will not form unless the air is very cold. Nor will
sleet, hail or ice. Sometimes the raindrops freeze after they
have started to fall. If they freeze just a little bit, they are
sleet. And if they freeze into hard little balis, we call that
hail. Sometimes hailstcnes have snow in them, too.

Snow is frozen; hail and sleet are frozen, and so is just
plain ice.

Have you ever touched a piece of ice? It is cold and hard
and slippery.

If it is very thin, you can see through it; just as you
can see through glass. If it is thick, it is wvery firm and
strong. Even though you skate on it, the ice will not break.
But no matter how hard it is, it is made of water. As long
as you put ice in a warm place it will soon melt. And you
can see that it was only frozen water.

How wonderful the things around us are! We must learn

them in order that we can make better use of nature.

Word List
1. rainbow ['reinbou] n. §T 5. beneath [bi'ni:e] prep.
2. float [flaut] v. BWi%, ¥ oo ZTF, KT
3 B 6. gray (grey) [grei] n. &
3. shadow ['[=dau] n. &7, adj. ’R{a (&)
A%, BHRY 7. fog(fogln. s F
4. sunlicht ['sanlait]n. H mist [mist] n. B; ¥

[No TN« o)

X, FH . tiny ['taini] edj: $B /45,
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

TONT

raindrop ['reindrop] n.
balloon [ba'luin] n. &¥R
icedrop ['aisdrop] n.7KiE
bunch [ban{] n. ¥, H,
B, &

wrap [reep] v.

L ER, iR

B, #

 result [ri'zalt] n. &% 5,

Ja#®
scatter ['skate] v. i, Bl

ﬁ? ﬁ?ﬁ(y EEW
indigo ['indigeu] n.§j ¥,

W

violet ['vaialit] n. &adj.
RO, RP 2,282
@ ()

arch [aif] n. PR; HE, it
Ry

across [o'kros] prep. 4
s Bl

soap [saup] n. EIZ

22.
23.

24.

oY
v

27,

28.

29.

32.

33.

bubble ['babl] n. . A
sleet [slict] n. FTH, Wk

E:i"é"

hail [heil] n. k&, BF
V. 39'(@, jb......ng%
frecze

(froze, frozen)

[frizz] v. ({f) ZEuk; &
B, 7iE

6. snowflake ['snaufleik] n.

T, Bl

alike [o'laik] adj.
g, P
exactly [ig'zeektli] ad.
W, Efil T
unless [on'les] conj. 5

A, e

GRS

. plain [plein] adj. %@

E,‘J’ —'ﬁﬁﬂgi qzﬁl‘], ﬁ,ﬁiﬁ
D]
. slippery ['slipari] adj.

Ba, EAREDN

firm [foim] adj. 22 FEH5,
BEA; BHM., TRG
melt [melt] v. gifk, B



Idioms and Expressicns

1. look like FAEE R, L%

2. be madc of Hy-e-ee K.
Wooe o B RHG e

3. millions of ¥LIH I
f, JoBH

4. in a bunch —H, —&

5. as a result JrpL, &R,

Bt

Word Derivation

1. sun-———sunny

sunlight

6. kcep one's eyes open [

KR, HERE

7. instead of &%, WA

8, be alike (to) E.weeee AL
(ELD
9. see through F&, %,

WK

10, make use of F|fH, FH

2. rain rainy——raindrop— -rainbow
3, snow——snowy——snowflake

4, ice——icy icedrop

5. cloud——cloudy

6. hail——hailstone

7. slip——slippery

8. exact——exactly

Notes to the Text

1. ...because they kecp sunlight from shining on the ground

beneath them.

THERKH,

keep...from + 4, BAHHE

......

v B ZBHE TN, EXAERNE

RV TERS
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All these raindrops or icedrops which float in a bunch
make a cloud. fii X &R A BUF T HRIKBL R T =¥,
Ay which BRZRE, 518 EEM,
In some parts of the world it always stays warm. 7E it
FHBHWT, REERZRED.
Ay stay HERFE, BRHRETE". W,
The weather stayed fine for three days.
Snow will not form unless the air is very cold. Nor will
sleet, hail or ice. WMREEARMBE, ERALTER. W
., XEBRAKBALE R,
¥, BT ¥ nor, nevery neither & sLiym +, —HE
B%E, .
He is not wrong, and neither are you.
Never have I seen the film before.
Snow is frozen; hail and sleet are frozen, and so is just
plain ice. FREEEMK, KEMMERERMIK, HEH
URALIE R A

so MEME ,RELEXHMBERE, LASFHREN, —
RE R, .
My brother can swim, and so can my sister.
Mary is a student, So is Tom.
But no matter how hard it is, it is water. [HABEWKE S
B, EBEK.

no matter +who; what; which, how, when 3% H24% 7]
A, "5ISikRE N, W,

No matter what he said, we didn’t trust his words. RE

6 =



Bt 2, RAITEAEMBATE,
Reading Comprehension

I Answer the following questions:

1. What do clouds make when they float in front of the
sun?

2., Sometimes clouds look like cotton and sometimes they
look like gray smoke, don’t they?

3. What are clouds made of?

4, What’s the ditference between clouds and fog?

5. What do we call bigger drops of water when they fall
to the earth?

6. When does the sky look as blue ¢s the sea?

7. Sunlight is made of many colours, isn’t it?

8. Have you seen little rainbows when sunlight shines into
your soap bubbles?

9, How many colours is sunlight made of?

10. What should we do if we want to learn more things
around us?

11, Where does it always stay warm?y

12, Is there any water in the air?

13. When do snowflakes fall instead of raing

14. The snowflekes are alike to each other, aren’t they?

15, What's the difference between sleet and hailg

16. Is ice cold, hard and slippery?

17, Can you see through a piece of iceif itisvery thicky

n
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18. Under what condition will ice melt?
19. If you skate on the thick ice, it will soon break,
won't it9
20. Why must we learn the things around us?
'l. Find words in the text which mean approximately
same as the following, using the given letter as a clue.
1. part of a circle a -

2. stay up in the air or on top of

a liquid £

3, very small t -
4, be so cold that it turns to ice f .
5. almost the same a

6. if...not u

7. falling snow with rain 3

§. tiny balls of gas or air b
9. hard and strong £

10. to become liquid under high
temperature m
III, Ccmplete the following passage by using appropriate
words listed below. Be sure to use singular or plural
forms for nouns;,
cloud, fog, heailstone, ice, mist, rain, sleet, snow
snowflake, water
There is always in the air. are made
of millicns of tiny drors of water. When they touch the

ground, they become or . If the tiny drops ot

e 8 »



water join together and make bigger drops, they become so
heavy that they fall to the earth, and that is

Sometimes when the air is very cold, the raindrops freeze.

As a result fall instead of rain. If the raindrors
freeze just a little bit, they are . In fact sleet is the
falling with rain., And if the raindrops freeze into
hard little balls, they are . Snow, hail and sleet are
frozen water, and so is plain .

Grammaear

The Adverbial Clause (ARiEMA])

EENE AT ERER DM EAREND, RIEADH
A R TR AT B o AT BB B R S S R R AT
W WA R TE N A T LR
I wHERIE M A] (Adverbial Clause of Time), B{E[4RENA)
‘# Fwhen, whenever, while, as, as soon as, before, after, since,
until, tll% %5 %, .

1, When the air is very cold, snowflakes fall instead of
rain. K SEREM, R TEMNA T,

2. Rivers flow on until they reach the ocean. {17 4k4%E %
Wi, HRWMEL T,

3. We have to clean the waste water before it flows into
the rivers. ZEfi /K HEAJLH 247, RATL UL,

4, As soon as it hit the ground, the raindrop lost its
round shape. Wil —¥% B, AL THEE.

II. EREARIE NS (Adverbial Clause of Cause), [FEEIRIEMNA)

e 9 o



