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Abstract of monograph entitled “Regionalism in Early
Medieval China (206 B.C.-589 A.D.): Patterns, Changes and

Their Influence Upon Politics and Economics.”

In ancient China, there were only regional concepts denoting “the east”
and “the west”. With the rise of the power of Ch’in, there emerged the
concepts of “shan-tung™ and “shan-si” (or “kuan-tung” and “kuan-si”) in the
middle of the Warring States Period. At that time, Shan-tung was the most
developed area in China, famed for its convention sites, commercial,
industrial and urban centres, and for the numerous scholars it bred.

The Monograph first surveys the relationship and development of these
two regions during the Westem Han (206 B.C. — 8 A.D) Their natural
resources and political beliefs differed vastly. Shan-si depended on
Shan-tung for food. Densely-populated, Shan-tung had intensively
developed agriculture and the largest number of industries, such as
salt-extracting, iron-smelting, textile and mining. Regionalism was reflected
in the popular saying that “Prime ministers came from Shan-tung, and
Generals came from Shan-si.” Furthermore, Shan-tung and Shan-si were
devidend politically over the choice of the imperial capital and on their
views about national defense. Most Shan-sians, but only a few of the
Shan-tungians, favoured aggression against Hsiung-nu. Especially during
the early years of Western Han, there had been political discrimination
against talented individuals from Shan-si. Later, the central government
tried to repair the cleavage between the East and the West.

The conflict between Shan-tung and Shan-shi escalated during the
Eastern Han (25-220 A.D.). The capital was moved to Shan-tung, and this



was followed by a concentration of power of the hands of the great families
and landlords in the east. After the rebellion of the Ch’iang, scholars from
Shan-tung and Shan-si espoused policies entirely contrary to each other.
Shan-si declined with the rise of the Ch’iang rebels and warlords, whereas
Shan-tung was plagued by civil wars, causing destruction of irrigation
works and a general declined of the region.

Because of political upheaval during the last years of Wang Mang,
people emigrated into the south in massive numbers. Thus many ﬁigh
officials and scholars came from the south. Furthermore, the south
prospered with the spreading of the technique of ox-ploughing and the
cultivation of wet-rice.

During the Three Kingdoms period (220-264 A.D.), the concept of
“North vs. South” replaced its “East vs West” counterpart. The Sun family
allowed southern natives to participaten in politics in the State of Wu, which
was southernized in many ways. Three decades later, the Eastern Chin also
established its empire in the middle and lower Yangze valley, strengthening
the regional concept of “South.” Later, regionalism deepened due to the
constant warfare between the north and south and because there was no
hope of regaining control of the north by the south during the Southern and
Northere Dynasties (420-587 A.D.). The southerners maintained their
independence, developing styles of literature and philosophy some different
from those in the north.

The Yangtze valley prospered as governments of the Southern
Dynasties made conscientious efforts to develop the south. During the Sui
Dynasty (581-618 A.D.) canals were built so that resources and products

from the south could reach and benefit the north.
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