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en Qiang, the author and a freelance
thotographer,was born in Urumgqi
city of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region
in 1960. He has obtained bachelor degree and
successively engaged in the works relevant
to education, business management, project
planning, chief representative of foreign
investor in China, professional manager and
so on. Now he serves as the general manager
of Guizhou Flying Dragon Energy Group.
With life experience in Northwest China and
Southwest China for quite a long period, he
has demonstrated a unique understanding
towards the western regions of China. In
recent years, Wen Qiang drove alone more
than 600,000 kilometers, across numerous
snowcapped mountains, ice-capped peaks,

jungles, the Gobi and grand desert, lakes and

rivers in the vast territory of West China. He
captured over 10,000 photographic works
presenting extraordinary strong regional
culture feature, upon which he attempts
to express his deep love to the western
land. Almost all his spare time is occupied
by expedition, investigation, information
collection and photographic tour in West
China. From the foot of the Tianshan
Mountains to the Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau,
from the grassland of Inner Mongolia
to the Hengduan Mountain Range, the
photographer has left his deep footsteps with

his passion and determination.
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his book collects more than three
T hundred excellent photographic works
created in recent years by photographer
Wen Qiang, most of which are published for
the first time. These works cover five major
themes consisting of the charming of the
western regions, Shangri-la, the snowy forest,
Guizhou image, and attractive sidelights, all
of which are focused on imposing natural
scenery, unique human landscape and strong
ethnic customs of the western regions in
China.
In the world of light and image, so many

exquisite pictures turn moment into eternity

in a second. High-quality pictures and
written explanations full of poetic charms
hereto attempt to praise the great nature and
interpret the history. The book is not only
readable,but also has very high collection
value especially for those friends who love

self-driving exploration and photographing.
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he manuscript has finally been
T finished. Looking at the wonderful
pictures, my soul is once again melted like
ice in the vast and splendid Western China.
The Western China is my root, my love, my
dream and my concretionary time in my
life. I am always obsessed in her magnificent
light and shade. I am so close with her that
sometimes I can even feel her breath and
beating pulse. However, the West is an
enigma, a complicated book, an esoteric
scenery and a marvelous land whose charm
can be felt and never be expressed by words.
She is so far away from me that I can hardly
find my clear impression for her.
It is a systematic project to edit a book,
especially a photography collection full
of high-quality pictures and written
explanations. There are many complicated
and painstaking procedures, of which the
first one is to select several hundreds of
pictures from tens of thousands of them.
However, it is the last thing that I would
like to do, something similar with
Churchill’s “Farewell”. To be frankly, each
picture is concentrated with some emotions
and experiences of mine during a certain
period of time and they are exactly like my
old friends, accompanying me from morning
to night days after days. However, when I
looked at the photographs I felt so puzzled
and helpless. As time went by, some were

damaged or lost due to lack of collation. I felt

sorry and guilty for the Western Land with
which I am in deep love. I was determined
to edit and publish the photographs so that
my dream can be realized. I have to make a
choice, no matter how cruel it could be. Day
after day, my heart was suffering from a
helpless cruelty. The editting of the collection
was also pushed forward day after day.

In the vast territory of the west, we may
witness unique natural landscapes, strong
ethnic folklore, vast grand Qinghai-Tibetan
Plateau, rich massive Hengduan Mountain
ranges, boundless Taklimakan Desert,
infinite green virgin forest, glaciers & snow-
capped peaks on the Pamirs, and flocks of
cattle and sheep roaming on prairie or ranch.
Diversified landforms, extremely different
climatic characteristics and colorful life
styles of local nationalities, consist of an
amazing picture of the western regions in
China.

Although the western regions has vast
territories, it is featured with poor living
conditions, sparse population.It is less
developed, thus need further economic
development in future. As an administrative
area where minority peoples are most
densely concentrated, and is one of the most
popular areas in China for the national
folkway tourism. In addition, the western
regions border on more than ten countries
and cover a long land boundary line of 12,747

kilometers. It is all advantages of frontier and

location, is definitely favorable to develop
frontier trade in future.

Nevertheless under no circumstances
should we seek economic development at the
expense of the national culture and natural
ecology and we should have the strategic
and strategic and foresighted insight to
fulfill scientific development in the western
regions. Otherwise we are bound to end
up at criminals in history and ashamed of
ourselves to face both our ancestors and our
descendants and even the amazing land
under our feet.

Remotest Landscapes of China is a collection
of photographic works focusing on themes
of the western regions. The collection also
involves the Twin Peaks Forest Farm in
Mutankiang City, Heilongjiang Province,
which is titled as “the Land of Snow”. In
terms of administrative division, it is out of
the domain of the western regions. But there
are so many similarities between them in the
aspects of folk customs, natural landscapes,
and economic development. Another reason
here may be my preference. Please forgive
me in case of anything inappropriate.

I hope to arouse more concerns to the
western regions through the book, a key
effort to contribute my energy for the
national harmony and solidarity, ecological
protection and social development. And
I expect the book would bring you visual

impact, emotional experience along with

enjoyment of beauty.

I will express my heartfelt thanks to Ruya,
a friend who led me into the Hengduan
Mountain Area and a foreigner who loves
and respects the Western China. I will also
give my thanks to Pajero, TOYATO Prado
and Land Cruiser, my three loyal friends.
My deepest thanks will be extended to my
wife. We have experienced beautiful scenery,
hard times and even the danger of death.
It is my wife that supports and encourages
me to finish this book. Last but not least, I
would appreciate the pure colorful western
land that has purified my heart and soul and
corrected my perspective about beauty and
life.

"The book is dedicated to my dreamy
western landscape of China,to the
predecessors who have porued all of their
life into the construction and development
of the western part of China,to brothers and
sisters from all nationalities who live in this
beautiful region, and to the friends who love

the Western Regions so much."

Photographer Jonathan W.Q
in Guiyang 2009
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Combination of Vast & Glory
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Xinjiang:Hometown Always On My Mind

Almost all visitors to Xinjiang would praise heartily, “Xinjiang is so vast and beautiful! It is an amazing trip!” or “He who has never been to the Great Wall is not a true man. But what a

pity if you has never paid a visit to Xinjiang! ”

——Author

was born in Xinjiang and grew up here.
IAfter so many years I was once again on
my way driving back home. Autumn is the
best season in Xinjiang. You may encounter
pleasant fragrance of melon and fruit
anywhere, along with high sky, pale clouds
and unlimited scenery.
Driving through Xingxing Gorge, I came
to the last gateway to enter into Xinjiang.
Almost immediately those flourishing
images once occurring along the ancient Silk
Road emerged in my mind. It seemed as if
I had heard of clear distant tinkling of the
camel bells rather than the uproar of engine.
Zhang Qian of the Western Han Dynasty,
Ban Chao of the Eastern Han Dynasty,
Master Monk Xuanzang of the great
Tang Dynasty, and Marco Polo from Italia
alternatively haunted in my mind. It seemed
as if their camel trains had been walking
away along the vast boundless Gobi, fading
away gradually till out of sight at the remote
horizon.
My round trip in Xinjiang covered a total
mileage of about ten thousand kilometers
with my route map successively covering
the stop at Hami, Turpan, Shihezi, Usu,
Horgas, Erie, Bayanbulak, Korla, Kuqa,
Aksu, Kashgar, Taxkorgan, Hotan, Minfeng,
Taklamakan Desert, Luntai, Korla, Urumgj,
and Guiyang, the last one. The round trip
. for me is a dream and an ambitious project.

Meanwhile when my passion tended to

rational sense, guilty conscience came to me
at once. I have lived here for about twenty
years and I have spent my childhood and
adolescence, the most beautiful part in my
life, in Xinjiang. But how much do I really
know about Xinjiang and what on earth
I have done for it? I was shamed so much
as this land has brought me up and I have
hardly done anything as rewards. I felt
obliged to get more people to know about
and love Xinjiang. Let us dedicate ourselves
to the thriving prosperity of Xinjiang and
create more and more glories for the ancient
Silk Road!

Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region
(“Xinjiang” for short), was called Western
Regions during ancient times. In 60 B.C the
Western Regions Frontier Command was
established by the Western Han Dynasty.
In 1884 Xinjiang Province was established
by the Qing Dynasty. On October 1st 1955
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region was set
up by the Central People's Government of
the People’s Republic of China, covering an
area of 1.66 million square kilometers. Up to
present, Xinjiang has the total population of
nearly 20 million and is the largest provincial
administrative region in China.

Xinjiang, in virtue of its majestic natural
scenery, strong ethnic customs and rich
cultural heritages, has been honored with
many titles such as “Home of Singing &

s

Dancing”, “Home of Fruits”, “Museum of

Geology”, “Museum of History”, “Heaven of
Photographer”, “Paradise of Explorer” etc.
Western civilization and eastern civilization,
after mutual collision, fusion, overlap,
and extrusion, have created rich profound
cultural heritages here and it is no wonder
that Islam, Buddhism, Catholicism and
Orthodox Church can fulfill harmonious and
peaceful co-existence and development in
Xinjiang. World famous Silk Road running
across all the land of Xinjiang, is really an
international access of historical significance.
The Altai Mountains lie in the north part
of Xinjiang and the Kunlun Mountains,
the Karakorum Mountains and the Altun
Mountains lie in the south. The Tianshan
Mountains as the symbol of Xinjiang, run
across the central part of Xinjiang, embracing
the Tarim Basin to the south and the Junggar
Basin to the north, all of which form the
geomorphology pattern of “three mountains
surrounded two basins”.

Snows and glaciers covered the three major
mountain ranges in Xinjiang gave birth to
numerous rivers and lakes of different sizes.
Stretch of snowy hills, forest of icy peaks,
and numerous rivers and lakes constitute
distinctive magnificent landscapes across
the vast mainland. Taklamakan Desert in
Xinjiang, the second largest desert across the
world only next to the Rubal-Khali Desert in
the Arabian Peninsula, covers a land area of

336,700 square kilometers.

Xinjiang is the confluence point of
Eastern and Western civilizations and the
communication hub to connect the European
Continent and the Asian Continent. The
Eurasian Continental Bridge, connecting
Lianyungang of Jiangsu Province, China at
the easternmost end with Amsterdam, the
Netherlands at the westernmost end, links
up China with the world via land. As for the
mileage of the Eurasian Continental Bridge
within the territory of Xinjiang (including
the southern lines and the northern lines), it
accounts for about 50% of the total mileage
within the territory of China and on the
ground of such figures, we may conclude that
Xinjiang has set up the bridge for intercourse
of western and eastern modern civilizations.
In addition Xinjiang has the epic multi-
culture jointly created by all nationalities of
Xinjiang, such as Loulan Ruins, Gaochang
Ruins, Little River Cemetery, the 3000-year
vast Populus Diversifolia forest and the
local music epic Muqam,all enjoying high
reputations across the world. Therefore every
last inch of Xinjiang, particularly Pamir,
Kashgar, Taklimakan, Kanas, Bayanbulak
and Turpan has prominent distinctive
natural and cultural characters and its
peculiarity, magnificence and masculinity

will always haunt on your mind.
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Peak of Mt. Muztahgata with an altitude of 7,546 meters, is titled as the Father of Glaciers. Karakul Lake, lying at the foot of the peak, is formed by melt water from the glaciers
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The melodious violin concerto titled the
Sun Shined Tashkurghan has revolved

around in my mind for many years. It has
triggered me lots of fantasies and eventually
it turned to my special Pamirs complex. All
along I have a dream that one day I would
step into the magnificent painting portrayed
in the music and I wonder whether the
Pamirs in the musical world can fascinate
me as much as in the reality.

After the long-distance trip in dozens of
days, I eventually stepped on this land on a
crisp fall day.

There are so many snowy peaks, glaciers,
grasslands, wetlands and lakes on the
plateau. In the morning dew and rosy cloud,
I run across icy mountains, grasslands and
lakes of the wonderland. Different size
of lakes and wetlands are dotted on the
plateau in floating morning fog just like
pearls. As the sun rises up behind the hills,
the whole grassland turns to golden yellow
and flocks of cattle and sheep bleat and float

on the plateau grassland wonderland.

Jade-like snow-mountains and flowery
clouds are mirrored into the lake. In
the depths of the grassland, a smoke is
spiraling up from the kitchen chimney of
the yurts of Tajik. Herdsmen on horsebacks
are singing their morning songs with ease,
driving their sheep at a leisurely pace and
rambling through the weald with abundant
grass and water. The beauty here is plain,
exotic, natural and romantic, which you
can hardly forget about. Tinkling of camel
bells along the ancient roads, calm lake on
the plateau, yurts on grassland, glaciers,
snow mountains, grotesque peaks, steep
valleys and in particularly the Stone Town,
the Princess Castle, has made Tashkurghan,
the important military town along the
Silk Road, a special cultural “museum”
integrating the eastern and western culture.
Tashkurghan, meaning “crown” or “crowned
person” in Tajik, has three bordering
countries—Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Tajikistan. It has unique natural landscapes,

and diversified climate and ecological
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The Stone Town, enduring all harsh weathers and hardships
during past 1,300 years, leaves more beyond the ruins

characters. You may encounter grotesque
rocks and hills, rare flowers and plants
anywhere on the plateau. Fountains, hot
springs, lakes and ranches scatter among
glaciers and snow-capped hills. You may
enjoy sunset and sunrise many times in a
single day while hearing beautiful legends
about iceberg from the Tajik thus to better
understand the unique folk customs of the
Tajik.

Since many huge mountain ranges
including the Himalaya Mountains, the
Karakoram Range, the Kunlun Mountains,
the Tianshan Mountains, the Hindu Kush
Mountains etc., connect each other here, the
Pamirs Plateau is titled as “the roof of the
world”. Rising and falling mountain ranges
stretch and wind their way with the forest
of snowy peaks jutting into the sky.

The Pamirs Plateau in fact consists of
aforesaid mountains and many broad
valleys and basins surrounded by such
mountains, rather than a plain plateau

surface. The Pamirs Plateau is divided

into eastern and western sections. The
eastern Pamirs with open plain landform
consists of two mountains stretching along
the northwest-southeast orientation and a
group of river valleys and lake basins; the
western Pamirs with larger relative relief in
landform consists of several approximately
parallel mountains stretching along the
northeast—southwest orientation and
some valleys, which is featured with high
mountains and deep valleys.

Before the opening of the Maritime Silk
Road, the Pamirs is definitely the exclusive
channel for exchange between the eastern
and western world. The ancient Silk Road,
before entering into the Tarim Basin,
is divided into northern and southern
routes, both of which extend to different
destinations while join up each other again
at the Pamirs till eventually reaching at
Stone Town, the famous node point of
the ancient Silk Road. Then from Stone
Town, the Silk Road is again divided into

northern and southern routes with final



