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Book 1

[ went down yesterday to the Piraeus with Glaucon the son of Arston, that I
might offer up my prayers to the goddess; and also because I wanted to see in what
manner they would celebrate the festival, which was a new thing. [ was delighted with
the procession of the inhabitants ; but that of the Thracians was equally, if not more,
beautiful. When we had finished our prayers and viewed the spectacle, we turned in
the direction of the city; and at that instant Polemarchus the son of Cephalus chanced
to catch sight of us from a distance as we were starting on our way home, and told his
servant to run and bid us wait for him. The servant took hold of me by the cloak
behind, and said: Polemarchus desires you to wait.

| turned round, and asked him where his master was.

"There he is," said the youth, "coming of ter you, if you will only wait. "

"Certainly we will," said Glaucon; and in a few minutes Polemarchus appeared,
and with him Adeimantus, Glaucon's brother, Niceratus the son of Nicias, and several
others who had been at the procession.

Polemarchus said to me: " | perceive, Socrates, that you and our companion are
already on your way to the city."

"You are not far wrong, " 1 said.

"But do you see, " he rejoined, "how many we are? "

"Of course. "

"And are you stronger than all these? for if not, you will have to remain where
you are."

"May there not be the alternative, "1 said, " that we may persuade you to let us
go? "

"But can you persuade us, if we refuse to listen to you? " he said.

"Certainly not, "replied Glaucon.
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"Then we are not going to listen; of that you may be assured. "

Adeimantus added: " Has no one told you of the torch-race on horseback in honour of
the goddess which will take place in the evening? "

"With horses! " I replied, " That is a novelty. Will horsemen carry torches and
pass them one to another during the race? "

"Yes," said Polemarchus, "and not only so, but a festival will be celebrated at
night, which you certainly ought to see. Let us rise soon of ter supper and see this fes-
tival; there will be a gathering of young men, and we will have a good talk. Stay then,
and do not be perverse. "

Glaucon said: "I suppose, since you insist, that we must. "

"Very good," I replied.

Accordingly we went with Polemarchus to his house; There too was Cephalus the
father of Polemarchus, He saluted me eagerly, and then he said :

"You don't come to see me, Socrates, as often as yon ought: If I were still able to
go and see you I would not ask you to come to me. But at my age I can hardly get to
the city, and therefore you should come oftener to the Piraeus. For let me tell you, that
the more the pleasures of the body fade away, the greater to me is the pleasure and
charm of conversation. Do not then deny my request, but make our house your resort
and keep company with these young men; we are old friends, and you will be quite at
honm with us. "

I replied: "here is nothing which for my part I like better, Cephalus, than con-
versing with aged men; for I regard them as travelers who have gone a journey which I
too may bare to go, and of whom I ought to enquire, whether the way is smooth and
easy,or rugged and difficult. And this is a question which I should like to ask of you
who have arrived at that time which the poets call the ° threshold of old age’ - Is life
harder towards the end, or what report do you give of it?"

"You are right," he replied; " they are not convinced: and there is something in
what they say; not, however, so much as they imagine. I might answer them as
Themistocles answered the Seriphian who was abusing him and saying that he was
famous, not for his own merits but because he was an Athenian: °If you had been a

native of my country or I of yours, neither of us would have been famous. ° And to

those who are not rich and are impatient of old age, the same reply may be made; for to
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the good poor man old age cannot be a light burden, nor can a bad rich man ever
have peace with himself. "

"May I ask, Cephalus, whether your fortune was for the most part inherited or
acquired by you?"

"Acquired! Socrates; do you want to know how much I acquired? In the art of
making money | have been midway between my father and grandfather: for my grand-
father, whose name I bear, doubled and trebled the value of his patrimony, that which
he inherited being much what | possess now; but my father Lysanias reduced the prop-
erty below what it is at present : and I shall be satisfied if I leave to these my sons not
less but a little more than [ received. "

"That was why I asked you the question," | replied, "because 1 see that you are
indiffcrent about money, which is a characteristic rather of those who have inherited
their fortunes than of those who have acquired them ; the makers of fortunes have a
second love of money as a creatiou of their own, resembling the of fection of authors
for their own poems, or of parents for their children, besides that natural love of it for
the sake of use and profit which is common to them and all men. And hence they are
very bad company, for they can talk abuut nothing but the praises of wealth. "

"That 1s true," he said.

"Yes, that is very. true, but may I ask another question? What do you consider to
be the greatest blessing which you have reaped from your wealth?"

"One," he said, "of which I could not expect easily to convince others. For let me
tell you, Socrates, that when a man thinks himself to be near death, fears and cares en-
ter into his mind which he never had before; the tales of a world below and the pun-
ishment which is exacted there of deeds done here were once a laughing matter to him,
but now he is tormented with the thought that they may be true : either from the weak-
ness of age, or because he is now drawing nearer to that other place, he has a clearer
view of these things; suspicions and alarms crowd thickly upon him, and he hegins to
reflect and consider what wrongs he has done to others. And when he finds that the
sum of his transgressions is great he will many a time like a child start up in his sleep
for fear, and he is filled with dark forebodings. But to him who is conscious of no sin,
sweet hope, as Pindar charmingly say "

"Well said, Cephalus," I replied; "but as concerning justice, what is it? — to speak
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the truth and to pay your debts — no more than this? And even to this are there not
exceptions? Suppose that a friend when in his right mind has deposited arms with me
and he asks for them when he is not in his right mind, ought I to give them back to
him?No one would say that I ought or that I should be right in doing so, any more than
they would say that I ought always to speak the truth to one who is in his condition. "

"You are quite fight," he replied.

"But then," I said, "speaking the truth and paying your debts is not a correct
definition of justice. "

"Quite correct, Socrates, if Simonides 1s to be believed," said Polemarchus inter-
posing.

"l fear," said Cephalus, "that I must go now, for I have to look of ter the
sacrifices, and | hand over the argument to Polemarchus and the company. "

"Is not Polemarchus your heir?" I said.

"To be sure," he answered, and went away laughing to the sacrifices.

"Tell me then, your heir of the argument, what did Simonides say, and according
to you truly say, about justice?"

"He said that the repayment of a debt is just, and in saying so he appears to me
to be right. "

"I agree with you, "said Polemarchus.

"Then you and | are prepared to take up arms against any one who attributes
such a saying to Simonides or Bias or Pittacus, or any other wise man or seer?"

"I am quite ready to do battle at your side," he said.

"Shall I tell you whose I believe the saying to be?"

"Whose?"

"l believe that Periander or Perdiccas or Xerxes or Ismenias the Theban, or some
other rich and mighty man, who had a great opinion of his own power, was the first to
say that justice is ° doing good to your friends and harm to your enemies. ’ "

"Most true, "he said.
"Yes," I said;" but if this definition of justice also breaks down, what other can

be offered?"

"But what if I give you an answer about justice other and better," Thrasymachus
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said, "than any of these? What do you deserve to have done to you?"

"Why, my good friend," 1 said, "how can any one answer who knows, and says
that he knows, just nothing; and who, even if he has some faint nofions of his own, is
told by a man of authority not to utter them? The natural thing is, that the speaker
should be some one like yourself who professes to know and can tell what he knows.
Will you then kindly answer, for the edification of the company and of myself?"

"Listen, then," he said;" I proclaim that justice is nothing else than the interest of
the stronger. And now why do you not me? But of course you won't. "

"Let me first understand you," I replied. " justice, as you say, is the interest of
the stronger. What, Thrasymachus, is the meaning of this? You cannot mean to say that
because Polydamas, the pancratiast, i1s stronger than we are, and finds the eating of
beef conducive to his bodily strength, that to eat beef is therefore equally for our good
who are weaker than he is, and right and just for us?"

"Well," he said, "have you never heard that forms of government differ; there are
tyrannies, and there are democracies, and there are aristocracies?"

"Yes, I know. "

"And the government is the ruling power in each state? "

"Certainly. "

"And the different forms of government make laws democratical, aristocratical,
tyrannical, with a view to their several interests ; and these laws, which are made by
them for their own interests, are the justice which they deliver to their subjects, and
him who fransgresses them they punish as a breaker of the law, and unjust. And that
is what I mean when I say that in all states there is the same principle of justice,
which 1s the interest of the government; and as the government must be supposed to
have power, the only reasonable conclusion is, that everywhere there is one principle
of justice, which is the interest of the stronger. "

"Now I understand you," | said;" and whether you are right or not I will try to
discover. But let me remark, that in defining justice you have yourself used the word
“interest’ which you forbade me to use. It is true, however, that in your definition the
words ° of the stronger’ are added. "

"A small addition, you must allow," he said.

"Great or small, never mind about that: we must first enquire whether what you
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