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Pure Generation

We are post-80s, the generation who are loved and highly valued by
people. Due to cruel struggle for existence in the outer world and inner
self, the modern intergenerational features of our whole nation scarcely
break away from hatred and misery at various levels under the growth
environment from family, school to society, but these intergenerational
features on the post-80s seem to have disappeared overnight.

With the appearance of Super Girls, Liuxiang, Yaoming, Hanhan,
etc. who are the idols of the post-80s, the art of the post-80s
is following to appear. In view of probably causing ambiguity.
we prefer to name the artists of post-80s with Pure Generation.
Since China entered the modern world at the end of the 19th
century, Chinese nation has scarcely possessed this collective
generation features. The so-called Pure Generation refers to a
series of open and social self-features which are occurring on
them and has never been achieved in our nation for thousands of
years, including relax, humor, confidence, acuity, loveliness, sex
permissiveness and internationalization as well as self sense of
reality brought by liberalization of information and transportation.

This is one of the important reasons why the post-80s deserve
our love and value. Their art has appeared and showed a sign.
The drawings, sculpture and Video art of the post-80s are less
impacted directly by western vanguard art. What is most valuable
is their artistic properties, as the intergenerational features of
the whole post-80s, rarely have visual features such as suffering
bitterly and having a deep hatred, self-sadness and dignifiedness.
They rebuild the characters of the self of the new generation,
including self-centeredness, grande illusion, game life, loveliness,
etc, having a pure, upward and impactive power in vision.

This is one of the important reasons why the post-80s deserve
our love and value. Their art has appeared and showed a sign.
The drawings, sculpture and Video art of the post-80s are less
impacted directly by western vanguard art. What is most valuable
is their artistic properties, as the intergenerational features of
the whole post-80s, rarely have visual features such as suffering
bitterly and having a deep hatred, self-sadness and dignifiedness.
They rebuild the characters of the self of the new generation,
including self-centeredness, grande illusion, game life, loveliness,
etc, having a pure, upward and impactive power in vision.

If comparing the intergeneration, the art of the previous
generations almost finds its localization way during struggling
and lingering between tradition continuance and western culture
borrowing, but the localization mainly stays on the idea identities



of symbols and political ideology and is hard to be normalized
and sensationalized at empiricist level. The art of the post-80s
is truly reflected at the levels of daily vision and self sensation.
They seem to have easily gained the Chinese and contemporary
image characteristics which the previous generations sought in
vain. Thus, without a doubt, the local temperament and formal
characteristics are the contemporary original self secretion in real
sense.

The art of the post-80s shows the system experience and self-
features in the super structure which is forming in China since the
new century. Actually, the growth background of the post-80s has
been reflected in Super Girls, Yaoming and Liuxiang. The Chinese
Pop Music Idol Program—Super Girls in Hunan TV reveals that
China has not only made transcendence in capital, labor mobility
as well as production scale but also transcended America and
other capitalist countries in the degrees of commercialization and
entertainment of pop culture.

Compared with the previous generation, the literature and art of
the post-70s also reflect the characteristics of this generation in
the period of social transformation in China such as dignifiedness,
reality, cruelty and self-centeredness. In the films directed by Jia
Zhangke, the northern cities have experienced changes from
county town, little town to modern city, which are not fully
formed and are still in the interlacement of county town culture
and city layout. In the stories written by Mianmian, the modern
intellectual and elite culture from the west have been substituted
by the rock, bars, young and cruel city life from the west as the
same, which is just like the characters in the stories written by
Haruki Murakami, who never care about truth and salvation of
the world and others but begin to pay attention to self sensation
and individual sensational destiny in pure youth, and who also
have heredity of the previous generation and have been in the
initial cruel process of realistic order collapse and social wealth
extortion, such as moral injury of disordered society, cruelty to
reality, self sense of frailty of urban indifference as well as hostility
to social reality therefrom.

The post-80s happen to grow during Chinese reform and
opening up and the rapid growth periods of economy, culture,
life and so on. The society has completed the new super
deconstruction period, people have been released from the past
social structure and various concepts and consciousness gradually
transform under new social formation, so there is no influence of
accompanying newborn misery going down to this generation in
the processes of breaking and transformation. The post-80s are
mostly only child and are surrounded by favor from all aspects
and orientation. Just because of this, we are amiable and lovely,
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