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' The Perfect Picture

Pre-class Task 1

Main idea.
The narrator recalled missing a good chance to take a prize winning photograph as a
reporter, but he didn’t regret.

Pre-class Task 2

1. a 2. ¢ 3. d 4. b 5. a

Pre-class Task 3

Words and expressions to be explained through their context or with the help of a dictionary.

to cause to move backward or in a reverse direction

a pickup truck

to stop hoping that sb. /sth. will change or improve

the ability to imagine or remember images or scenes

to fall into

something particularly noticeable, typically associated with a person or thing
to find or discover sb. /sth. by chance

in a way that makes people unable to understand what is happening

a flashbulb

after some time; eventually

Sl L SR S

i
&

In-class Task 1
1. Cameras were aimed at him, and reporters were pushing microphones in his face.
2. 1 had a big and heavy camera with me. It was a Speed Graphic type, which was a

noticeable symbol of the newspaper reporter at that time.



3. He was sitting on a chair beside the table, looking at the little body, as if not
understanding what was happening. Because I could only see a side view of his head,
he didn’t know 1 was there.

4. In that quiet moment I recognized it had the qualities to become a news photograph
which would win a prize.

5. I knew it clearly how valuable that photo would be in story-telling, and my
professional sense told me to take it.

In-class Task 3

3. 1) He had accidentally backed his pickup truck over his baby granddaughter in the

driveway of the family home.

2) Because it was a tragedy.

3) No. He tried to, but failed.

4) Yes. He heard what the old man said by accident.

5) He saw the child’s body on a Formica topped table, and the old man was sitting on
a chair beside the table.

6) He didn’t want human suffering to become a spectator sport.

7) No. He still feels right about what he did.

Text Explanations

Background Information

1. driveway

A driveway is a type of private road for local access to one or a small group of
structures, and is owned and maintained by an individual or group.

Driveways can be decorative in ways that public roads can not, due to their lighter
traffic or the willingness of an owner to invest in their construction. They are often
designed to conform to the architecture of the connected home or other buildings.

Driveways are commonly used as a path to a garage or house. Or, in the case of large
estates, a driveway may be the road that leads to the house from the public road. possibly
with a gate in between. There are examples of one driveway that
splits to service two or more garages maintained by different
owners.

2. Speed Graphic

The Speed Graphic is commonly called the most famous press

camera, produced by Graflex, a manufacturer of cameras in

Rochester, New York. It was standard equipment for many

American press photographers until the mid-1960s.

2 1
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3. Formica

A trademark used for a variety of high-pressure laminated plastic sheets of synthetic
resin employed especially as a heat-resistant and chemical-resistant surface on tables and
counters.

Formica was filed for a patent in the United States in 1913, and the company started
in the same year. However, its early applications were quite different from the durable
laminated sheets with decorative surfaces associated with wipe-clean restaurant tabletops
and interior decoration. In the beginning Formica proved to be a commercially attractive
insulating material, well suited to applications in the rapidly growing electricity industry.
4. World’s Fair

World’s Fair, also known as World Fair and/or Expo, is the name of various large
public exhibitions held since the mid-19th century. The official sanctioning body is the
Burcau International des Expositions (BIE), translated in English as the International
Exhibitions Burecau ( though sometimes rendered as the Bureau of International
Expositions). BIE-approved fairs are divided into a number of types: universal, and
international or specialized. They usually last between 3 and 6 months.

Today, world expositions are the third largest event in the world in terms of economic
and cultural impact, after the FIFA World Cup and the Olympic Games. They have been
organized for more than one and a half centuries — longer than both the (modern)
Olympic Games and the World Cup. The first Expo was held in The Crystal Palace in Hyde
Park, London, in 1851 under the title “Great Exhibition of the Works of Industry of All
Nations”. The “Great Exhibition” as it is often called was an idea of Prince Albert, Queen
Victoria’s husband, and was the first international exhibition of manufactured products.
As such, it influenced the development of several aspects of the society including art and
design education, international trade and relations, and even tourism. Also, it was the
precedent for the many international exhibitions, later called “World’s Fairs”, which were
subsequently held until now.

5ummqry of the Pasquge”

This text is a piece of narrative writing, which describes 15 years ago a young reporter
drove to a scene where a fatality happened, that was, an old man had accidentally backed
his pickup truck over his baby granddaughter in the driveway of the family home.
Recognizing the powerful story telling value of that news, reporters swarmed in, asked
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questions and took photos, while the author finally gave up the opportunity for a perfect
news picture because at length his awareness of humanity outweighed his professional duty.
The text falls into 4 parts: Part 1. Para.1; Part 2. Paragraphs 2—~6; Part 3. Paragraphs
7~10; Part 4. Paragraphs 11~14.

Text Analysis and Language Points

Part 1 (Para. 1)

The first part serves as an introduction. It provides the background information about the

story.

The following question can be asked:

Q. What was the fatality 15 years ago when the author was a young police reporter?

A. A man had accidentally backed his pickup truck over his baby granddaughter in the
driveway of the family home.

Language Points

1. back: to cause to move backward or in a reverse direction
¢.g. Back the car up ten feet and then make the turn.
Ann gave up driving when she backed the car into the garage door.
2. fatality: a death resulting from an accident or a disaster, or someone who has died in
either of these ways
c.g. There’s a 50% increase in the number of traffic fatalities.
Britain has thousands of road fatalities every year.

The first fatalities of the war were civilians.
Part 2 (Paragraphs 2~6)

The second part provides the preparatory narrative for the critical scene.

The following questions can be asked:

Q.1 What was the author’s first impression of the old man?

Q.2 What did the author see after he arrived at the scene?

Q.3 What did the old man say when he saw the author?

Q.4 Where was the body?

A.1 He was stocky, white haired, in cotton work clothes standing near a pickup.

A.2 He could still see in his mind’s eye that devastated old man looking down at the place
in the driveway where the child had been.

A.3 “I was just backing up there to spread that good dirt.” “I didn’t even know she was
outdoors. ”

A.4 In the kitchen on a Formica topped table, backlighted by a frilly curtained window,
lay the tiny body, wrapped in a clear white sheet.

4 I Unit 1+ Text A The Per fect Pictur



Language Points

1. train on sb. /sth. . to aim (a gun, camera, etc.) at sb. /sth.
e.g. She trained her binoculars on the bird.
The detective trained his gun on the side door.
With five guns suddenly trained on him, he was understandably nervous.
2. give up on sb. /sth. ; to stop hoping that someone or something will change or improve
e.g. She was loyal and intelligent and she never gave up on anything.
At that point, I hadn’t completely given up on the marriage.
He’d been in a coma for six months, and doctors had almost given up on him.
3. in one’s mind’s eye: If you see something in your mind’s eye, you imagine or remember
clearly what it looks like
e.g. She paused, imagining the scene in her mind’s eye.
4. devastated: feeling extremely shocked and sad
¢.g. She was left feeling totally devastated.
She was utterly devastated when her husband died.
Thousands of people have left their devastated villages and fled to the mountains.
5. outdoors (adv. and n.)
e.g. I saw her coming in from the outdoors.
It’s warm enough to eat outdoors tonight.
He wants a job that will let him work outdoors.
6. flop
1) to hang or fall loosely, in an uncontrolled way
e.g. His head flopped back pathetically.
Hugh’s hair keeps flopping over/into his eyes.
2) to sit or lie down in a relaxed way, by letting all your weight fall heavily onto a
chair, etc.
e.g. He flopped down onto the bed.
I got home and flopped in front of the TV.
7. lapse into
1) to go into a quiet or less active state
e.g. lapse into unconsciousness/silence/sleep, etc.
He lapsed into a coma and died two days later.
Alison lapsed into puzzled silence.
2) to begin to behave or speak in a way that you did before
e.g. She lapsed back into her old ways.
Occasionally he lapsed into his native German.
3) to get into a worse state or become worse

e.g. Following his death, the Empire lapsed into chaos.
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8.

His poetry often lapses into sentimentality.
a three by five studio portrait: a studio portrait with three inches on one side and five
inches on the other

Here by is used to show measurements or amounts.

10.

11.

e.g. Our office floor space measured twelve metres by ten.
Their wages were increased by 12%.
Freelance workers are paid by the hour.
These telephones have sold by the thousand.
tuck
1) to push something, especially the edge of a piece of cloth or paper, into or behind
something so that it looks tidier or stays in place
¢.g. Jack tucked his shirt in.
She tucked an unruly lock of hair behind her ear.
2) to put something into small space, especially in order to protect, hide, carry, or
hold it
e.g. Giles was tucking his pile of books under his arm.
He took the glasses off and tucked them in his pocket.
trademark
1) a name or symbol which is put on a product to show that it is made by a particular
producer and which cannot be legally used by any other producer
e.g. a registered trademark
2) something particularly noticeable that a person typically has or does
e.g. He was wearing one of the brightly coloured ties that are his trademark.
She gave one of her trademark smiles.
come upon sb. /sth. : to find or discover sb. /sth. by chance
e.g. I came upon a group of children playing in the street.
I came upon your old letters today.
He came upon her looking in the store window.

Part 3 (Paragraphs 7~10)

The
The
Q.1
Q.2
A.l

third part depicts the perfect scene in details.

following questions can be asked:
What was the prize wining news photograph the author recognized?
Can you describe the elements of the perfect picture?
The grandfather slowly leaned forward, curved his arms like parentheses around the
head and feet of the little form, then pressed his face to the shroud and remained
motionless.
The grandfather in his plain work clothes, his white hair backlighted by sunshine,
the child’s form wrapped in the sheet, the atmosphere of the simple home suggested
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by black iron trivets and World’s Fair souvenir plates on the walls flanking the
window. Outside, the police could be seen inspecting the fatal rear wheel of the
pickup while the child’s mother and father leaned in each other’s arms.

‘Language Points |

1. backlight: to light from behind
e.g. The photographer backlit the subject for a dramatic effect.

(Used as a noun, backlight is a type of spotlight, used in photography, that illuminates
a subject from behind. )

2. profile: a side view of someone’s head
e.g. Diane has a lovely profile.

He sat by the window, his handsome profile outlined against the sky.

3. swaddle: to wrap a baby tightly to keep it warm and protect it
e.g. The baby is tightly swaddled.

Each morning 1 swaddled them in cotton wool and boxes of Band-Aids.
Not surprising since the industry itself was still in swaddling clothes.

4. In that hushed moment I recognized the makings of a prize winning news photograph.
Here makings (often used in the plural form) refers to the abilities or qualities needed
for development.

e.g. She has the makings of a great violinist/a fine teacher.
He has the makings of a world-class footbalier.
5. appraise
1) to examine someone or something in order to judge their qualities, success or needs
e.g. At the end of each teaching practice, trainee teachers are asked to appraise
their own performance.
In co-operation with other professionals, social workers will appraise the
individual’s needs.
He coolly appraised the situation, deciding which person would be most likely
to succeed.
2) to make an estimate of a thing’s value
c.g. Greenpeace has been invited to appraise the environmental costs of such an
operation.
The realtor made an appointment to appraise the house.

6. compose
1) to write a piece of music, to write a letter or poem, ectc.

c.g. Barrington has composed the music for a new production of “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream”.
Compose a letter to your local paper stating your views on an issue of your choice.

2) to arrange the parts of a painting, photograph, or scene in a way that achieves a
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particular result
e.g. I like the way he composes his photographs.
7. suggest: to remind someone of something or help them to imagine it
e.g. The stage was bare, with only the lighting to suggest a prison.
That cloud suggests a boat to me.
8. flank: to be on both sides of someone or something
e.g. Lewis entered flanked by two bodyguards.
mountains flanking the road

Part 4 (Paragraphs 11~14)

The fourth part reveals the theme of this narration, that is, the author’s professional duty

was outweighed by the awareness of humanity.

The following questions can be asked:

Q.1 Why did the author feel right about what he did that day?

Q.2 If you were the reporter, would you take the photo? Why or why not?

A.1 Because he thinks one’s awareness of humanity should outweigh his/her professional
duty.

A.2 The answer is an open one.

Language Points

1. intrude: to interrupt someone or become involved in their private affairs in an
annoying and unwanted way
e.g. Would I be intruding if I came with you?
Employers should not intrude into the private lives of their employees.
It is to be hoped that TV cameras never intrude on this peaceful place.
2. at length
1) after some time; eventually
e.g. At length we arrived at our destination.
At length, the authorities allowed her to go home.
2) for a considerable time; fully
e.g. He spoke at length about the court ruling.

George went on at great length about his various illnesses.
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