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THE TRUE STORY OF AH Q
CHAPTER I
A Forew ard by the Author

For more that a year or two I have been
wanting to write the true story Ah Q, but while,
on the one hand, T was desirous of doing it, on
the other T vaeillated in my purpose. This
proves that I am not the sort of person whose
name can depend upon his writing for preserva-
tion, because in times past it has been necessary
that an immortal pen preserve in writing the
memory of a person who is to be of imperishable
fame; therefore, it is not clear which is depen-
dent upon the other, whether the person is
propagated by the pen, or the pen by the
person, the peint im question becoming more
and more unsettled. Yet, my thoughts would
inevitably return fo Ah Q with such persistence
that it seemed as if some supernatural power
within my mind kept goading me to the task.

However, on placing my writing brush down
to the paper to compose this soon-to-be-forgotten
sketch, I fully realize the Herculean difficulties
which beset me.
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THE TRUE STORY OF AH Q 5

My first task is to find & suitable name for
the work. Confuecius said, ““If the name is not
proper, the words will not ring true, and due
regard should be paid to his saying. Names for
a work of this sort are legion: biography, auto-
biography, mythological record, history of the
relations of the emperor’s wives, special biogra-
phy, family history, and short sketch; but it is
regrettable that none of these is suited for my
use. Biography? This record.is not worthy of
being placed said by said with those of men of
eminence in authentic history. Autobiegraphy?
Tam not Ah Q. If thisis to be called “an out-
side record, where is his ““inside record®®? If the
title “mythological record” is used. It is plain
that Ah Q is not a supernatural peing. Special
biography? The truth is that the president has
near given the Department of History a mandate
for the making of a record of Ah Q’s histery.
Although the history of England contains no
biography of gamblers, the eminent writer
Conan Doyle once wrote such a book entitled
“Rodney Stone’, but it is permisgiblte only fer a
writer of his eminance to create suckt works and
not permissible for a writer of sy humble &t-
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THE TRUE STORY OF AH Q 7

tainments to de so. The neat consideration is
the family history. - I do mot, in fact, know
whether I had the same forefather as Ah Q or
not, and thus far T have received no requests
from Ah Q’s son’s and grandsons, to write about
him. A short sketeh, perhaps? But Ah Q
never had a long one. To settle the matter once
and for all, we might cansider this a personal
record; but judging from my own. writing, which
is in the diction of wagon haulers and street
mongers and very inferior in seemly. So, as a
last resort, T have no choice but to use as my
title the two characters, “true story”’, taken from
the phrase “Refrain story,” which is a favorite
quotation of the novelists, who are not included
in the category considerd to be taken from the
book of the ancients, the ‘“Sun—Fa Chéng
Ch’uan,” there is no remedy for the situation.
Second, it is customary on commencing a
record of this kind to open with the general
introduetion: “Mr. So-and So, otherwise know as
So-and-se, and who is a native of Such-and-such
a distriet*”; but I do not know Ah Q surname.
There was a time when he seemed to have the
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THE TRUE STORY OF AH Q

surname Chao, but a day later even this had
turned out to be a matter of doubt. On this
perticular occassion, the Venerable Mr. Chao’s
son had attained the rank of Hsiu-t’s-ai. The
‘booming of gongs announced the arrival of
the good news in the village. Ah Q, having
just gulped down two bowls of yellow wine,
was gesticulating with his hands, stamping his
feet, and explaining that this event reflected
great honor upon himself because he and the
Venerable Mr. Chao were of the same surname,
By careful family expeosition, he made it clear
that he was more venerable than the Hsiu-ig’ai
by three genealogical degress. At this juncture
a few bystanders who had caught his high-
sounding words, began to stand in awe of him.
But how was it to be expected that, on the
day following, the ti-pac would summon Ah Q
‘to the home of the Venerable Mr. Chao? As
soon as the man set eyes on Ah Q, his face light-
ed up with red fury.

“Ah Q, you stupid creature! Did you say
that you were of the same surname as I?”’ he
shouted.



10 W Q E M

QA o .

BABEREART » WEEBR: [HHY
B REFGARERNAR ? HRIHEE? | MO
B AR T 5 ATRBEE S T R
/oo

[ fR (5B i | —— (R SRR |

I Q¥ 4 TP FE BRI » ST 21 »
RSB T 5 AT BRI R T —78 85 T
B T SCEE o ARSI QAT - BT R
T 5 AR » VIR AR kIR AEE B -
BT A WA o BB BT AR AR ALY I

B » B UFAS A B P Q JEFLAT R ©



THE TRUE STORY OF AH Q n

Ah Q did not so much as open his mouth.

The more he looked at him the more in.
furiated the Venerable Mr. Chao became. He
ran forward a few steps exclaiming: “How dare
you speak such nonsense! How could I have
such a relative as you? Is your surname Chao?”’
Ah Q remained silent, wishing to retreat to
the rear, but the Venerable Mr. Chao rushed
upon him and gave him a smack on the month.

““How could your surname be Chaol ...
How could a ecreature of your sort be worthy of
the surname Chao?”’

Ah Q neither offered resistance mor argued
that his surname was Chao but merely stroked
hig left cheek and withdrew with the ti-pao.
Onee outside, he received from the ti-pao also
a gevere reprimanding and thanked the latter
for it by giving him two hundred cash
for wine money. ' Those who learned of this
maintained that Ah Q was entirely ignorant of
the ways of the world——that he was thus
actually inviting people to smack him. So it is
probable that his surname might not have been
Chao, and even if it had been, he should not
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THE TRUE STORY OF AH Q 18

have indulged in such chatter when the Vener-
able Mr. Chao was about. But since to this day
no one has mentioned his surname, I have never
been sure what it is.

Third, T also do not know how to write Ah
Q’s name, when he was living, people called him
as Ah Quei, but after his death, no one again re-
ferred to him as Ah Quei. Therefore, how could
it happen that a person of his humble station
should have his name preserved in writing? If
-we mention preserving his mame in a record,
this would be the first time it had been done for
him, so Tam here beset with a difficulty. I have
already given the matter my careful thought.
Could it be that Ah Quei stands for Ah Quei
meaning cagsia (), or Ah Quei meaning nobi-
lity (%)? If he had been called Ytieh-ting
meaning Moon Pavilion, or if he had been born
during the eighth moon, he surely would have
been called Ah Quei meaning cassia——he had
no other name, of if he had, no his birthday,
have distributed invitations for the securing of
complimentary verses. If we were to write his
name as Ah Quei meaning cassia, we should be
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