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Introduction

The Cambridge Business English Certificate

The Cambridge Business English Certificate (BEC) is an international Business English
examination which offers a language qualification for learners who use, or will need to use,
English for their work. It is available at three levels: Preliminary,Vantage and Higher.

The Cambridge BEC Vantage Examination
The Cambridge BEC Vantage examination is made up of four tests.

Reading (60 minutes)

There are five reading tasks. They test skills such as reading for gist and detail, understanding
text structure, and knowledge of vocabulary and grammatical structure.

Writing (45 minutes)

There are two writing tasks. The first tests your ability to write concisely, for example, in order
to give instructions or request information. The second, longer task, tests your ability to process
information and respond appropriately, for example, explaining, summarising, recommending,
persuading.

Listening (approximately 40 minutes)

There are three parts, with a total of six tasks. These test your ability to understand
monologues and dialogues by completing notes of specific information; identifying topic,
function, opinion, etc; and interpreting explanations, arguments and opinions.

Speaking (14 minutes)

The speaking test includes conversation, a mini-presentation and a discussion, with an examiner
and another candidate.

Pass Cambridge BEC Vantage Practice Tests

This Practice Test book (and CD) aims to provide useful support for students preparing to
take the Cambridge BEC Vantage examination. It consists of:

* Three complete practice tests. Each practice test includes the Reading, Writing, Listening and
Speaking tests and advice on how to approach each task.

* Preparation: two pages before each practice test to enable you to check their knowledge
and focus on key skills for the test.

* Tapescripts: the content of the Listening tests.

* Answer key: answers to all the Reading and Listening tests and sample answers for the
Writing test.

Recommended approach

We recommend you work through the tests in order. Before you start each test, complete the
activities in each Preparation section.You may find it useful to keep a record of useful words,
phrases and grammatical structures you come across.



Preparation

Working out the meaning: Prefixes and suffixes

You can find clues to a word’s meaning within the word itself. You
should also use your knowledge of the real world to help you
work out the likely meanin

‘41% @T/ (o QW

Many words co?’he from the same basic form (or root), e.g. local,
locally, locate, relocate, dislocate, localise, location, locality all come
from the Latin locus (= place).As well as the basic form, each of
these words contains

* a prefix (re-, dis-) which modifies the meaning, or
* a suffix (-al, -ate, -tion, -ity, -ise) which may modify the meaning,
or identify the word as an adjective, adverb, verb or noun.

Try to identify the basic form and any prefix or suffix. They may
help you to work out a word’s meaning and grammatical function.

List some words which are related to each of these basic forms.

| produce
product, produce, production, productive, producer, productivity, etc

2 employ

GrWPLV‘fP’f 9'“4’[0‘/00 %MW MMMM
3 compete
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Fill each gap with a word formed fromihe one in brackets.

| One way of raising __productivity r 's to reduce costs while
maintaining o M(PRODUCE) 9»\76’[7'/\/" T{ LV[ T&’

2 Several new W@% have been taken on in the sales
department. (EMPLOYN

3 Our costs are so much higher than those of our. rivals that our
products are very untomPetidve . (COMPETE) j}j

4 Cars, televisions and other long-lasting items are known' as

durables. (CONSUME)

5 Packaging is one way of g i {}erentuad (~fone product from

another: (DIFFER)

Test |: Preparation
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