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FOREWORD

I's a great pleasure to have the opportunity to share “The First Americans: Tribal Art of North America” with the

people of China.

To the best of my knowledge, this exhibition, organized by the Bowers Museum in Santa Ana, California, is the
very first exhibition on the first Americans ever to be shown in China, and also the very first time in Shanxi. Over the
past twenty years, the Bowers Museum has had many opportunities to bring the great and ancient cultures of China
to the people of the United States. Now it is our chance to reciprocate. Presented in this exhibition will be examples
of all aspects of Native American culture including pottery vessels, shell and stone jewelry, feather work, weavings,
and weapons such as the bow and arrow. Obviously, North Americans are a much newer people, but it is generally
believed that they migrated during the last ice age across the Bering Straits into what is now Alaska and migrated
south to populate all of the Americas in a relatively short period of time. As a result, many of the first American's ways
and traditions can be thought of as originating in Asia. This exhibition will be an exciting opportunity to compare and

contrast our mutual origins, and with our respective Native Peoples today.

No exhibition of this magnitude can be done without the assistance and dedication of a number of people on
both sides of the Pacific Ocean, first and foremost | want to thank the Chairwoman of the Board of Governors of the
Bowers Museum, Anne Shih. Without Anne's tireless dedication as a volunteer, this exhibit would never be traveling
to China. It must be pointed out that Anne is also responsible for over a dozen exhibits, both to and from China,
that have paved the way for “First Americans” . Our partners at the Shanxi Museum are to be acknowledged as
well, the Museum's Director, SHI Jinming, and the Director of the Development Department, LIANG Yujun. We
are also pleased to thank the Shanxi cultural organizations and leadership at all levels, for their strong support and
cooperation to bring this exhibition to the Shanxi Museum”

This is China's first opportunity to learn about the diverse cultures that formed the native culture of the Americas
and we justly know them as “The First Americans” . | hope that the people of China will take this opportunity
to learn about, and appreciate their artistic accomplishments through their weaving, pottery, beadwork, and other

mediums.

Peter C.Kller, Ph.D
President Bowers Museum

2014.12
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FOREWORD

In the height of last summer, Shanxi Museum held an exhibition called “Native Americans: Maya, Inca and
Original Inhabitants of North America — the Photography Exhibition of Jeffrey Jay Foxx™ . Jeffrey Jay Foxx is a famous
international photographer, from whose cultural vision the exhibition opened the door to sensing the ancient and
mysterious American continent. The art of living of the Native Americans, who are so distant but real, brought the wide
audience a summer full of fantasy. The year of 2014 is about to become history and as the year comes to a close,
we plan to ring in the New Year with the exhibition of “Native North Americans’ Artworks” ,which is a new year’ s

cultural gift for the audience from our museum in the snow-wrapped winter.

Bowers Museum, with rich and wonderful collections, is among the few museums devoted to the study of human
beings and their culture from an artistic perspective in America. The exhibition of “Native North Americans’ Artworks”
is one of the brand exhibitions with the strongest collection features of Bowers Museum. As the second location of their
itinerant exhibitions in China — Guangdong Museum being the first — Shanxi Museum will show the audience a true and
rich world of the native North Americans through the display of their living appliances and artworks. In an effort to fully
demonstrate the coexistent multi-cultures of the native North Americans,the exhibition and its exhibits will cover the entire

North American continent and cultural characteristics of different regions.

Shanxi Museum is pleased to host this exhibition for the first time in collaboration with Bowers Museum, which is also another
large exhibition imported from the United States following the feature exhibition of “India’ s Universe” this year. By a series of
fine artworks and the museum’ s space language, the project team members from both museums will lead you into the vast North
America: through the Arctic with vast ice and snow, through the vast Great Plains, through the southwest culture belt with deserts,
plateaus and interleaving mountains, through the temperate California culture area, through the fertile northwestern coastal

areg----+- walking between different tribes and cultures to have a good feel of different national customs and cultural traditions.

I would like to thank Chairman Ms. Anne Shih and Curator Dr. Peter C. Kelly from Bowers Museum in the United States
of America for providing the people of Shanxi with an exhibition of such fine artworks which represents the true cultural
characteristics of the New World. | look forward to continuing to strengthen cooperation and cultural exchange between the
two museums. | would also like to express gratitude to all my colleagues who have worked hard in preparing for this exhibition.

Wish the exhibition a complete success!

Thank you!

Shi Jinming
President Shanxi Museum

2014.12
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FOREWORD

I'am pleased to hear that “North American Tribal Arts” exhibition of Bowers Museum will open in Shanxi

Museum on the 12th of December 2014. | would like to take this opportunity to extend my congratulations.

As one of the best museums in America, Bowers Museum is a regional museum with strong Southern
Californian features. In recent years, directed by Dr. Peter Keller and Ms. Anne Shih, who have been actively
communicating with worldwide museums, the museum has made significant achievements. Dr. Keller and Ms. Shih
have devoted great passion to the transmission and exchange between Chinese and American culture. It is through

their efforts that many itinerant exhibitions of Chinese culture were held in America.

Bowers Museum is among the few specialized museums devoted to exploring and showing the process of
regional society development from an artistic perspective. Its interest in regional culture has been fully exemplified
by a series of exhibitions featuring California, Californians and American Indians and is to be better shown with this
exhibition of North American tribal arts. Bowers Museum has selected 133 fine works from its massive collections for
this exhibition, including such living appliances as masks, headwears, baskets and stone bowls. Thus the beauty of
culture and art of Indian tribes is to be grandly presented to Chinese viewers, providing them with a feast of culture

and art.

As a regional history and art museum that researches and shows Hunan culture, Hunan Provincial Museum just
extremely corresponds to Bowers Museum on the purpose and pursuit of the museum, so we are deeply honored
and proud that we can have this chance to jointly contribute to the success of this exhibition along with other brother
museums at home. At the same time, I'm also quite looking forward to the brilliant appearance of the “North

American Tribal Arts” exhibition in Changsha, Hunan ten months later.

Chen Jianming

President Hunan Provincial Museum

2014.12
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