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Chapter 1 Marseilles—The Arrival

On the 24th of February, 1815, the look-out at
Catholic church tower signalled the arrival of the three-

master, Pharaon from Smyrna, Trieste, and Naples.

But so slowly and sedately that the idlers, with
that instinct which is the forerunner of evil, asked
one another what misfortune could have happened on
board.

The vague disquietude which prevailed among
the spectators had so much affected one of the crowd
that he did not await the arrival of the vessel in harbor,
but jumping into a small skiff, desired to be pulled
alongside the Pharaon, which he reached as she
rounded into La Reserve basin.

When the young man on board saw this person
approach, he left his station by the pilot, and, hat in
hand, leaned over the ship’s bulwarks.He was a fine,
tall, slim young fellow of eighteen or twenty, with
black eyes, and hair as dark as a raven’s wing; and
his whole appearance bespoke that calmness and
resolution peculiar to men accustomed from their
cradle to contend with danger.

“Abh, is it you, Dantes?” cried the man in the skiff.
“What’s the matter? and why have you such an air of
sadness aboard?”

“A great misfortune, Mr. Morrel,” replied the
young man,“a great misfortune, Off Civita Vecchia we

lost our brave Captain Leclere.”

“And the car go?” inquired the owner, eagerly.
“It’s all safe, Mr. Morrel, and I think you will
be satisfied with that head ... "Then, as they were just

passing the Round Tower, the young man shouted:
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“Stand by there to lower the topsails and jib! Brail
up the spanker! Let go — and clue up!” At this last
command all the sails were lowered, and the vessel
moved almost imperceptibly onwards.

“Now, if you will come on board, Mr. Morrel,”
said Dantes, observing the owner’s impatience, “here
is your supercargo, Mr. Danglars, coming out of his
cabin, who will furnish you with every particular. As
for me, I must look after the anchoring, and dress the
ship in mourning.”

Danglars came towards the owner.“Well, Mr.
Morrel,” said Danglars, “you have heard of the
misfortune that has been fallen us?”

“Yes, yes, poor Captain Leclere! He was a brave
and an honest man.”

“And a first-rate seaman, one who had seen long
and honorable service, as became a man charged with
the interests of a house so important as that of Morrel
& Son, replied Danglars.

“But,” replied the owner, glancing after Dantes,
who was watching the anchoring of his vessel, “it
seems to me that a sailor needs not be so old as you
say, Danglars, to understand his business, for our
friend Edmond seems to understand it thoroughly, and
not to require instruction from any one.”

“Yes,” said Danglars, darting at Edmond a look
gleaming with hate. “ Scarcely was the captain’s
breath out of his body when he assumed the command
without consulting any one, and he caused us to lose a
day and a half at the Island of Elba, instead of making
for Marseilles directly and this day and a half was lost
from pure him, for the pleasure of going ashore, and
nothing else.”

“Dantes,” said the ship owner, turning towards
the young man, “come this way!” “In a moment, sir,”

answered Dantes, “and I'm with you. ” Then calling
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to the crew, he said — “Let go!” Dantes continued at
his post in spite of the presence of the pilot, until this
manoeuvre was completed.

“You see,” said Danglars, “he fancies himself
captain already, upon my word.” “And so, in fact, he
is,” said the owner. A cloud passed over Danglars’
brow.

“Your pardon, Mr.Morrel,” said Dantes,
approaching, “the vessel now rides at anchor, and [ am
at your service. You hailed me, I think?”

“I wished to inquire why you stopped at the
Island of Elba?”

“I do not know, sir. it was to fulfill the last
instructions of Captain Leclere, who, when dying, gave

me a packet for Marshal Bertrand.”

“Come, come,” continued he, patting Edmond’s
shoulder kindly, “you did very right, Dantes, to follow
Captain Leclere’s instructions, and touch at Elba,
although if it were known that you had conveyed a
packet to the marshal, and had conversed with the
emperor, it might bring you into trouble.

“How could that bring me into trouble, sir?”
asked Dantes, “for I did not even know of what | was
the bearer; and the emperor merely made such inquiries
as he would of the first comer. But, pardon me, here are
the health officers and the customs inspectors coming
alongside.” And the young man went to the gangway.

As he departed, Danglars approached, and said,
“I believe that, besides the packet, Captain Leclere
onfided a letter to his care.” “He did not speak to me of
it,” replied the ship owner, “but if there be any letter he
will give it to me.”

Danglars reflected for a moment. “Then, Mr.
Morrel, I beg of you,” said he, “not to say a word to

Dantes on the subject. I may have been mistaken.”At
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this moment the young man returned; Danglars
withdrew.

“Then you can come and dine with me?”

*“I really must ask you to excuse me, Mr. Morrel.
My first visit is due to my father, though I am not the
less grateful for the honor you have done me.”

“Well, then, after this first visit has been made we
shall count on you.”

“I must again excuse myself, Mr. Morrel, for after
this first visit has been paid I have another which I am
most anxious to pay.”

“True, Dantes, | forgot that there was at the
Catalans someone who expects you no less impatiently
than your father —the lovely Mercedes.”Dantes
blushed.

“Well, well, my dear Edmond,” continued the
owner, “don’t let me detain you. You have managed
my affairs so well that I ought to allow you all the time
you require for your own. Do you want any money?”

“No, sir! I have all my pay to take — nearly three
months’ wages.”

“Captain Leclere did not, before he died, give you
a letter for me?”

“He was unable to write, sir. But that reminds me

that | must ask your leave of absence for some days.”

“To get married?”

“Yes, first, and then to go to Paris.”

“Very good; have what time you require, Dantes.
Only be back again in three months, for the Pharaon,”
added the owner, patting the young sailor on the back,
“cannot sail without her captain.”

“Without her captain!™ cried Dantes, his eyes
sparkling with animation, * Is it really your intention
to make me captain of the Pharaon?Mr. Morrel, I thank

you in the name of my father and of Mercedes.”



