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Foreword

The 2012 General Meeting of UNESCO Creative Cities Network
held in Montreal, Canada, on May 22, 2012, with the approval through
voting by delegates, Hangzhou was named “City of Crafts and Folk
Art” and became the fourth Chinese city to join this network following

Shenzhen, Shanghai and Chengdu.

UNESCO Creative Cities Network, established upon approval at the
170th Executive Council of UNESCO in October 2004, currently
serves as an important platform for internationally related cities to
learn, communicate, promote and share experience and results in the
development of cultural and creative industries. To apply for joining
UNESCO Creative Cities Network has become a strategy and key
initiative for various cities home and abroad to actively adapt to the
development trend of cultural and creative industries and accelerate the
integrated development of urban economy, culture and society as well

as sustainable development.

Hangzhou, as one of the seven ancient capitals and the best tourist
city in China is blessed with a long history, profound culture,
beautiful natural scenery and numerous celebrities, providing it with
advantageous conditions and solid foundations for developing culturale
and creative industries and building itself into a creative city. In order to
accelerate the development of cultural and creative industries, promote

the economic restructure and upgrade and improve the comprehensive
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capacity of the city, Hangzhou started the bid for joining Global
Creative Cities Network and being named “City of Crafts and Folk
Art” (hereinafter referred to as “City Bid”) in 2008. The past four
years have witnessed 9 procedures taken in the capital bid, including
the feasibility study on the theme applied for, report preparation,
report demonstration, report submission, field survey by UNESCO
Officials, report revision and anonymous review by experts, approval
by Secretary General. Relevant work has been highly appreciated and
approved by heads of UNESCO and worldwide experts in related fields.
Just like what the delegates of Creative Cities Network said, “Hangzhou
intensively reflects and typically represent the outstanding achievements
in the development of Chinese handcraft and folk art. Her successful

admission is what everybody expects.”

Hangzhou’s bid would not be successful without the high attention and
great support from leaders of State Ministry of Education and municipal
Party Committee and government. During the bidding, relevant work
have gained highly attention and great care by leaders including Hao
Ping (Vice Ministen of Ministry of Edu cation of P.R.C.), Du Yue
(Secretary General of China National Commission for UNESCO),
Wang Guoping (currently provincial Party Committee member,
municipal Party Secretary and Chairman of the Standing Committee of
the Municipal People Congress), Cai Qi (provincial Party Committee
member, Minister of Provincial Organization Department and Mayor
of Hangzhou), Huang Kunming (provincial Party Committee member
and municipal Party Secretary), Shao Zhanwei (Mayor) and Ye Ming
(Chairman of Municipal People’s Political Consultative) and was
greatly supported and actively participated in by organizations like
Tsinghua University, Beijing University, Zhejiang University, Academy
of Fine Arts, Tongji University, Hangzhou Normal University and

Shanghai Creative Industry Center as well as relevant provincial and



municipal departments, industry associations, parks, enterprises and
the general public. We hereby pay our highest respect and extend our

sincere gratitude on behalf of the Editorial Board.

In order to commemorate this bidding process and promote the crafts
and folk art industry in Hangzhou, we have based on the bid report,
compiled and published UNESCO Creative Cities Network “City of
Crafls and Folk Art” —~Hangzhou. This book, composed of 7 parts, gives a
comprehensive review and systematic description of Hangzhou’s historical
culture features, major categories of crafts and folk art, personnel team
building, facilities construction and future visions for creative city. To
improve the readability of the article and facilitate communication, in
this book, the texts are companied by illustrations in both Chinese and

English.

Due to time constraints and limited knowledge of the editors, there
may be errors or improperness in this book. Therefore, suggestions for

improvement will be gratefully received.

Editors
June, 2012
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