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Robert Louis Stevenson, (1892) by Girolamo Pieri Nerli.

(lloul The (tuthor

Robert Louis Stevenson was born in Edinburgh in 1850. His
father was a well-known Edinburgh engineer and lighthouse
builder. As a child Stevenson delighted in ! the stories of pirates
and adventurers which his father told him.

From an early age Stevenson suffered from bad health. He was
forced to leave Scotland because of the cold climate, and
travelled widely in France and Spain. He met his wife Fanny

1. delightedin: Pl () BE -

9




while in America in 1879. In 1887 Stevenson and his wife left
England for ever. They went first to America, and then sailed to
the island of Samoa where Stevenson died in 1894.

Although he had studied law in Edinburgh, Stevenson never
worked as a lawyer. He decided that he wanted to be a writer. He
planned to write exciting stories that would be popular with
readers. ‘Romance is permanent,’ he said. His exciting stories of
adventure, like Treasure Island and Kidnapped, made him
famous. They are still very popular books with children. The
excitement of Treasure Island and Kidnapped derives from ! their

use of exotic 2 locations and their strong evocation 3 of the past.

Robert Louis Stevenson sitting with friends. Samoa, 1891.

1. derives from: KH ° 3. evocation : Y o
2. exotic : WHFM °
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The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde is not a ‘romance’
story like Treasure Island and Kidnapped. The story is set in
contemporary ! London, and the main characters 2 are middle-
class professional men. There is also a strong element of horror 3
in the story. Stevenson said that the idea for Dr Jekyll and Mr

Hyde came to him in a dream.
His major works include:

Travels with a Donkey in the Cevennes, 1879
Treasure Island, 1883

The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, 1886
Kidnapped, 1886

The Master of Ballantrae, 1889

Answer the following questions.

In what year was R. L. Stevenson born?
What work did R. L. Stevenson’s father do?
Where was the author born?

Where did the author meet his wife?

Why did R. L. Stevenson leave his own country?

o e ok owoN P

In what year was The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr
Hyde published?

contemporary : 4G ¢
characters : P fMA -

horror : 24 °
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The people below want to buy a book. Read the description of
these four books by Robert Louis Stevenson. Decide which book
(A-D) would be the most suitable for each person (1-3).

1. Jack is a photographer. His favourite photos are the ones he
took of the peoples who live in the jungles of Brazil. Jack
likes reading books that show how people really live.

2. Helen works in London. She does not like her job. She dreams
of relaxing holidays in the country. During the year she likes
reading books that remind her of her easy-going holidays.

3. Julia lives in Leeds but she loves the United States. Two years ago,
she hitchhiked ! from Maine to Florida. It was not an easy trip,
but it was exciting. She enjoys books about difficult journeys.

A In An Inland Voyage, Stevenson tells us about his journey by
canoe from Belgium to northern France. This relaxed story
describes the people and places he saw, but it also shows his
ideas of life and society.

B The Amateur Emigrant tells of Stevenson’s difficult voyage
across America to reach the woman he loved. They met in
France then she returned to California, but Stevenson never
forgot her. He describes the difficulties and the joys, of this
romantic journey.

C The Master of Ballantrae is another of Stevenson’s adventure
stories. This short novel is about the United States and
Scotland during the mid-1700s, and it tells of two brothers,
one good and one evil. It can be read as a simple tale of
adventure but it is also a psychological study of its characters.

D In the South Seas is a realistic account of life in the South
Pacific, rather than a romantic adventure. Stevenson
describes the destruction of native cultures at the hands of
the Europeans. His portraits of European sailors,
missionaries and native chieftains gives us an unforgettable
look at an important period.

1. hitchhiked : 4 {f %= {47 =



